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Emmanuel,  which  being  interpreted  is,  God  with  us.  Matthew  1:23 


Tell  ye  your  children  of  it,  and  let  your  children  tell  their  children, 
and  their  children  another  generation.  Joel  1 : 3 


THE  PREPARATION  FOR  THE  CHURCH 


"Lift  up  your  eyes  and  look  on  the  fields,  for 
they  are  white  already  to  harvest  .  .  ."  John  J^:S5 

In  the  plain  little  chapel  of  the  Wake  County  Home  on  June  18,  1950,  a 
short  and  significant  meeting  took  place,  which  was  to  result  less  than  three 
months  later  in  the  organization  of  the  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church.  About  twenty- 
fivo  people  gathered  in  response  to  a  notice  sent  out  by  the  Reverend  Lee 
Pridgcn,  who  had  been  since  1947  executive  secretary  of  the  Raleigh  Baptist  As- 
sociation. He  asked  all  those  interested  in  the  organization  of  a  church  in  Whitaker 
Park,  a  newly  developed  community  in  the  northeast  part  of  Raleigh,  to  meet  him 
in  the  County  Home  chapel  on  the  date  set.  After  a  hymn,  Scripture  reading,  and 
prayer,  Mr.  Pridgen  presented  the  need  of  a  Baptist  church  in  the  neighborhood 
and  the  opportunities  which  its  organization  would  afford.  Those  present  gave 
a  unanimous  and  enthusiastic  assent  to  Mr.  Pridgen's  proposal  and  promised  their 
full  cooperation  in  the  work. 

These  people  needed  no  persuasion;  their  presence  in  the  chapel  at  three  o'clock 
on  an  unusually  hot  Sunday  afternoon  was  proof  of  their  keen  interest.  A  few 
came  to  encourage  the  new  enterprise,  but  most  of  them  lived  in  the  neighbor- 
hood with  their  membership  in  other  Baptist  churches  in  Raleigh.  Hence  the 
convenience  of  a  neighborhood  church  was  to  them  a  consideration.  A  far  more 
urgent  motive,  however,  was  the  need  which  they  all  recognized  for  a  Baptist 
church  in  this  new  part  of  Raleigh.  An  area  which  ten  years  earlier  had  been 
largely  woods  and  fields,  it  was  by  1950  a  thickly  settled  section.  Hundreds  of 
families  were  living  there  with  more  apartments  and  houses  being  built  for  yet 
more  families. 

Such  conditions  existed  in  other  newly  developed  sections  of  Raleigh,  for  the 
population  of  the  city  was  increasing  and  spreading  out  rapidly.  Emmanuel  is 
one  of  four  churches  in  or  near  Raleigh  which  the  Raleigh  Association  helped 
to  organize  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1950.* 

Doubtless  the  preparatory  census  in  every  section  revealed  much  the  same 
conditions  which  the  census  takers  found  in  the  Whitaker  Park  area.  Few  people 
in  the  new  development  were  members  of  churches  in  Raleigh ;  most  of  those  who 
did  belong  to  a  church  kept  their  membership  in  their  home  communities.  In 
many  homes  neither  husband  nor  wife  was  a  church' member.  The  need  for  a 
neighborhood  church  for  families  living  in  and  near  Whitaker  Park  seemed 
especially  great,  since  virtually  all  the  houses  and  apartments  were  occupied  by 
young  couples,  most  of  them  with  little  children.  Because  of  the  unusually  large 
number  of  children,  a  city  traffic  sign  had  been  placed  on-Bernard  Street  warn- 
ing drivers  to  watch  out  for  children,  a  caution  almost  never  seen  except  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  a  school. 

After  the  preliminary  meeting  on  June  18,  the  next  step  was  soon  taken,  the 
choice  of  a  site.  At  this  first  meeting  Mr.  Pridgen  told  the  group  that  the  Raleigh 
Association  had  already  taken  an  option  on  a  lot  on  East  Whitaker  Mill  Road. 
Although  the  cost  of  the  lot  proved  prohibitive,  the  disappointment  of  the  new 
congregation  was  short-lived,  because  another  site  was  soon  found.  An  acre  and 
a  half  of  land  was  bought  from  Wake  County  for  $2,500,  a  triangular  plot  coming 
to  a  point  at  the  intersection  of  Noble  Road  and  Wiggs  Street,  directly  back  of 


*Longview,  Emmanuel,  St.  John's,  and  Carolina  Pines  were  organized  on  September  3,  10, 
17,  and  October  8  respectively.  Temple  Church  had  been  organized  a  year  earlier  than  these 
four;  and  since  then  Boylan  Heights,  Western  Boulevard,  Ridge  Road,  and  Trinity  have 
been  organized,  as  well  as  two  missions. 
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the  County  Home.  Though  the  lot  was  smaller  than  the  one  first  considered,  a 
church  located  there  would  he  less  disturbed  by  noise  from  passing  traffic  than 
on  Whitaker  Mill  Eoad  and  would  be  much  nearer  the  center  of  the  area  from 
which  most  of  the  members  would  come.  The  property  was  bought  and  held  in  the 
name  of  the  Raleigh  Association  until  the  church  was  ready  to  assume  its  own 
responsibilities.  The  deed  to  the  property  was  turned  over  to  the  trustees  of  the 
church  a  little  more  than  a  year  after  the  purchase.  Of  the  $2,500,  the  Association 
paid  $1,000  and  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Raleigh  $1,500. 

The  site  having  been  definitely  chosen,  a  careful  census  was  made  of  the  terri- 
tory, which  was  bounded  approximately  by  Wake  Forest  Road  on  the  east,  Noble 
Road  on  the  north,  Reaves  Drive  on  the  west,  and  Georgetown  Road  on  the  south. 
This  census,  revealing  an  even  greater  need  than  the  supporters  of  the  proposed 
church  had  realized,  strengthened  their  determination  that  the  church  should  be 
established. 

The  census  takers  gave  each  household  a  cordial  invitation  to  the  services 
which  were  soon  to  be  held  on  the  new  site.  Two  more  services  were  held  in  the 
County  Home  on  the  evenings  of  June  25  and  July  2.  The  following  week  a  tent, 
provided  by  the  Association,  was  pitched  on  the  new  site;  and  on  the  evening  of 
July  9,  the  first  of  a  week's  series  of  evening  services  was  held  there,  with  Mr. 
Pridgen  as  the  preacher. 

In  addition  to  the  faithful  workers,  others  came  to  the  services,  some  in  re- 
sponse to  the  invitation  of  the  census  takers,  some  attracted  by  the  novelty  of  a 
lighted  tent  and  the  sound  of  gospel  hymns.  The  curiosity  became  genuine  interest 
as  the  services  continued  through  the  week  with  larger  crowds  attending  each 
evening.  At  the  end  of  the  last  service  all  who  planned,  unless  providentially 
hindered,  to  join  the  church  when  it  was  organized  came  forward  for  a  prayer  of 
dedication. 

After  this  week,  services  were  held  in  the  tent  each  Sunday  and  Wednesday 
evening.  Aiding  Mr.  Pridgen  in  these  services  were  other  ministers,  the  Reverend 
Alphonso  Jordan,  who  had  come  to  the  preliminary  meeting  in  the  County  Home; 
the  Reverend  John  L.  Coley,  then  pastor  of  the  North  Street  Baptist  Church;  and 
the  late  Dr.  F.  Orion  Mixon,  then  pastor  of  the  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church. 

On  some  evenings  the  meetings  were  held  under  difficulties.  The  lights 
attracted  bugs  in  hordes  and  swarms.  The  tent  was  waterproof,  but  there  were 
no  sides;  and  rain,  unless  it  came  straight  down,  sprinkled  or  drenched  those 
sitting  on  the  sides.  A  slight  wind  would  rattle  the  top  until  the  preacher  had  to 
shout  to  be  heard.  One  night  there  came  a  flash  of  lightning  and  a  clap  of 
thunder,  accompanied  by  a  terrific  blast  of  wind.  When  the  center  pole  supporting 
the  tent  began  to  sway  and  creak,  the  officiating  minister  ended  his  sermon  and 
pronounced  the  benediction  in  one  breath — much  to  the  relief  of  the  congregation. 

Beginning  July  9  there  was  also  the  nucleus  of  a  Sunday  School.  Alton 
Strickland  began  a  class  with  one  boy  of  intermediate  age.  The  next  Sunday  Mrs. 
Ralph  Bunting  taught  a  class  for  girls — beginning  with  two  members.  These  two 
classes  and  the  Sunday  and  Wednesday  evening  services  continued  through  August. 

Meanwhile,  plans  were  under  way  for  a  temporary  structure  to  replace  the 
tent.  With  George  Stockstill,  a  contractor,  working  day  and  night  and  supervising 
the  labor  of  workers  less  skilled,  though  no  less  enthusiastic,  the  building  was 
put  up  in  three  days.  Structure  or  huilding  seems  too  pretentious  a  word  for  the 
lint,  as  it  soon  came  to  be  called.  It  was  rectangular  in  shape,  twenty-eight  feet 
wide  and  forty  long,  and  was  made  of  four  by  eight  sheathings.  Instead  of  a  floor, 
wood  shavings  were  spread  thickly  on  the  ground.  At  the  end  opposite  the 
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entrance  was  a  platform,  the  front  part  of  wliieli  was  for  the  preacher;  the  back 
pari  was  a  space  into  which  a  choir  of  no  more  than  ten  could  be  squeezed,  a 
space  which  was  also  used  for  a  Sunday  school  class.  Opening  off  this  platform 
to  the  right  was  a  very  small  classroom. 

The  hut  had  to  be  put  up  rapidly,  because  the  last  day  of  August  the  top  of 
the  tent  was  torn  off  by  a  high  wind.  I  Ten  etc  no  service  could  be  held  on  Sunday, 
September  3,  and  many  wondered  if  the  revival  scheduled  to  begin  on  Monday 
could  begin  on  that  day.  The  hut  was  ready  at  seven  o'clock  Monday  evening, 
and  at  eight  the  service  began. 

The  Reverend  Lonnie  Woolweaver,  then  pastor  of  Bethlehem  and  of  Samaria, 
now  pastor  of  Ephesus  Baptist  Church,  held  the  meeting.  The  attendance  was 
good,  with  interest  increasing  each  evening  through  Saturday  and  reaching  a 
climax  Sunday  morning  at  11  :00  in  the  first  morning  service  the  congregation  held. 

On  the  same  day,  September  10,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  church 
was  organized  with  33  members."  The  following  account  of  the  organizational  meet- 
ing was  recorded  in  the  1950  Annual  of  the  Raleigh  Association: 
Organizational  Meeting  of  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church 
The  organizational  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  G.  Woodrow  Bullard, 
Moderator.  The  congregation  joined  in  the  singing  of  the  hymn  "All  Hail 
the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name"  and  the  invocation  was  offered  by  Mr.  Bullard. 
The  congregation  sang  "O  Zion,  Haste."  Mr.  Bullard  then  stated  the 
purpose  for  the  meeting.  John  Coley  read  the  Scriptures  and  J.  Gray 
Murray  led  the  prayer.  Dr.  J.  Glenn  Blackburn  delivered  the  sermon  and 
the  congregation  sang  "Where  He  Leads  Me." 

The  Church  Covenant  and  the  Articles  of  Faith  were  read  by  Earle  J. 
Rogers.  The  invitation  was  extended  and  thirty  individuals  with  their 
letters  were  received  by  the  Rev.  Lonnie  Woolweaver.  These  were  de- 
clared to  constitute  the  membership  of  the  church. 

After  considerable  discussion  regarding  the  name  for  the  church  it  was 
agreed  unanimously  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  James  T.  Byrd,  Sr.,  that  the 
church  postpone  selection  of  its  name. 

The  election  of  church  officers  followed.  Alphonso  Jordan  was  elected 
Moderator,  Mrs.  Louise  Glisson  was  elected  Clerk  and  Mr.  James  T.  Byrd, 
Sr.,  was  elected  Treasurer. 

An  offering  was  taken  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  offering  should  be 
given  to  Associational  Missions. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Alton  L.  Strickland,  it  was  agreed  that  charter 
membership  in  the  church  should  be  left  open  for  six  weeks. 

The  doors  of  the  church  were  then  opened  to  those  who  wished  to  come 
by  baptism  or  under  watchcare  pending  receipt  of  their  church  letters. 
Fourteen  were  received. 

The  group  then  heard  statements  from  Mr.  Lee  Pridgen  and  Mr.  Jimmy 
Morriss. 

Adjournment  followed  the  singing  of  the  hymn,  "Blest  Be  the  Tie." 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Carlton  T.  Mitchell,  Clerk 

Thus  the  record  runs.  No  associational  minutes,  however,  could  record  the  joy 
of  the  members  of  the  new  church  or  the  renewed  consecration  to  Christian 
service  which  must  have  been  in  their  hearts  as  they  entered  this  new  door  of 
opportunity.  Through  the  open  spaces  which  at  window  level  ran  completely 
across  both  sides  of  the  hut  could  be  seen  rows  and  clusters  of  new  houses,  with 
wrooded  space  already  destined  for  more  houses.  Truly,  the  fields  were  "white 
already  unto  harvest,"  and  the  newr  congregation  counted  themselves  blest  to  be 
allowed  to  work  there. 

♦  This  number  larger  by  three  than  a  number  in  the  account  of  the  organization  in  the 
1950,  Annual  of  the  Raleigh  Association,  is  taken  from  the  church  roll. 
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THE  BEGINNING  OF  THE  CHURCH 


"For  the  people  had  a  mind  to  work."  Nehemiah  J/.:6 
"For  we  are  labourers  together  with  God."  I  Corinthians  3:9 

At  the  close  of  the  midweek  prayer  meeting  on  September  13,  the  four-days- 
oid  church  held  a  conference.  Four  deacons  were  elected:  James  T.  Byrd  and 
Alton  Strickland  for  a  term  of  three  years,  Wilbur  L.  Munns  and  Shelby  Alford 
for  two  years,  and  George  L.  Stockstili  for  one  year.  In  the  minutes  of  the  church 
conference  it  was  stipulated  that  no  deacon  could  succeed  himself  and  that  at  least 
one  year  must  elapse  before  one  was  eligible  for  re-election.  At  the  first  meeting 
of  the  deacons,  held  October  3,  Mr.  Byrd  was  elected  chairman,  Mr.  Munns  vice- 
chairman,  and  Mr.  Strickland  secretary. 

Within  a  short  time  all  the  offices  in  the  church  were  filled.  At  the  organiza- 
tional meeting  Mr.  Byrd  had  been  elected  treasurer  and  Mrs.  H.  D.  Glisson 
church  clerk.  Soon  afterwards  R.  E.  Thompson  was  elected  director  of  music  and 
Mrs.  Alton  Strickland  pianist.  H.  D.  Glisson*  Calvin  Medlin,  and  Luby  Smith 
were  chosen  as  trustees  of  the  church.  Later,  when  Mr.  Byrd  resigned  as  treasurer 
because  of  the  pressure  of  other  church  duties,  Mrs.  Kose  Johnson  was  elected  to 
succeed  him.  When  the  Glissons  moved  to  Charlotte  in  November,  Ethel  Sorrell 
succeeded  Mr.  Glisson  as  a  trustee,  and  Mr.  Thompson  succeeded  Mrs.  Glisson  as 
church  clerk. 

The  organizations  auxiliary  to  the  church  were  soon  formed  and  officers  duly 
elected.  Mr.  Byrd,  who  had  been  elected  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  and 
teacher  of  the  men's  Bible  class,  after  one  Sunday  gave  up  the  first  part  of  that 
double  responsibility;  and  Mr.  Munns  became  superintendent.  Mrs.  W.  Q.  Cook, 
was  elected  secretary.  Mrs.  Lee  Pridgen  was  the  first  teacher  of  the  women's 
Bible  class.  It  was  early  in  October  organized  the  Friendly  Class,  with  Mrs. 
Virgil  Martin  as  president.  When  other  duties  necessitated  Mrs.  Pridgen's  giving 
up  the  class  the  first  of  January,  Mary  Lynch  Johnson  became  its  teacher.  Mrs. 
R.  E.  Thompson  taught  the  class  of  young  people;  Mr.  Stockstili  the  junior  and 
intermediate  boys;  Mrs.  Glisson  the  junior  and  intermediate  girls.  When  she 
moved  in  November,  Mrs.  James  Byrd  succeeded  her.  The  adult  classes  met  in  the 
main  room  of  the  hut,  separated  by  a  curtain;  the  others  met  in  nearby  homes. 

Mrs.  Wilbur  Munns  took  charge  of  the  little  children,  who  were  not  at  that 
time  divided  into  beginners  and  primary  pupils.  They  met  in  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Calvin 
Medlin's  living  room  until  two  small  rooms,  one  on  each  side  of  the  entrance  of 
the  hut,  were  partitioned  off  from  the  main  room  from  them.  Ethel  Sorrell  and 
Mrs.  Shelby  Alford  then  began  to  assist  Mrs.  Munns  with  the  children.  Beginning 
with  the  first  Sunday,  Mrs.  Rose  Johnson  opened  her  home  as  a  nursery  for  the 
babies. 

The  Training  Union  was  organized  on  Sunday  evening,  September  17.  Alton 
Strickland  was  the  first  director,  with  N.  J.  Pait  as  associate  director.  Mr.  Medlin 
was  president  of  the  adult  union;  Mr.  Stockstili  led  the  junior  union. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  with  the  aid  of  Mrs.  Foy  J.  Farmer,  then 
president  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  of  North  Carolina,  was  organized 
also  on  September  17  after  the  evening  service.  Mrs.  Alphonso  Jordan  was  elected 
president;  Miss  Sorrell  vice-president  and  chairman  of  the  program  committee; 
Mrs.  G.  R.  Jeffreys  secretary;  and  Mrs.  Calvin  Medlin  treasurer. 

In  the  formation  of  these  organizations,  Mr.  Pridgen  was  constantly  con- 
sulted. The  church  is  deeply  indebted  to  him  for  each  step  in  its  early  days — for 
the  vision  and  determination  which  led  the  Association  to  see  the  need  of  the 
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church,  for  the  plans  which  made  possible  its  existence,  for  the  countless  hours 
of  visiting  which  he  did  in  the  neighborhood  during  the  summer,  and  for  the 
wise  guidance  and  encouragement  which  he  gave  to  the  congregation  both  before 
and  after  its  organization.  With  four  new  churches  on  his  hands  and  plans  for  the 
organization  of  others,  he  must  have  been  greatly  relieved  when  the  Emmanuel 
Church  called  a  pastor  to  whom  he  could  turn  over  that  part  of  his  responsibility. 

The  pulpit  committee,  consisting  of  W.  L.  Munns  as  chairman,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Bradshaw,  G.  R.  Jeffreys,  Mary  Lynch  Johnson,  and  Alton  Strickland  submitted 
to  the  congregation  the  name  of  the  Reverend  Charles  Ezekiel  Stevens.  The 
unanimous  choice  of  the  committee,  he  was  also  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  church. 
He  was  called  as  the  supply  pastor  on  October  1,  1950,  and  as  the  regular  pastor 
on  January  1,  1951. 

Mr.  Stevens  had  recently  retired  after  long  and  useful  service  in  the  pastorate, 
having  been  ordained  in  1906.  Educated  at  Wake  Forest  College  and  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  he  had  held  pastorates  in  various  parts 
of  North  Carolina  and  in  South  Carolina.  While  pastor  of  the  White  Oak  Baptist 
Church  in  Greensboro,  he  had  led  in  the  establishment  of  a  mission  which  in  1922 
was  organized  as  a  church  and  named  in  his  honor  Stevens  Memorial  Church. 
Following  his  resignation  in  1948  from  the  Mt.  Gilead  Baptist  Church,  he  and 
Mrs.  Stevens  with  their  daughter  and  two  sons  settled  in  Raleigh. 

Though  the  salary  of  $140.00  a  month  with  $15.00  a  week  for  car  expenses 
was  a  very  small  amount  to  offer  a  full-time  pastor,  it  was  a  venture  of  faith  for 
the  church  to  promise  that  much,  even  with  aid  from  the  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion.* Most  of  the  families  were  young,  many  of  them  not  yet  established  on  a 
firm  financial  basis,  many  with  monthly  payments  on  their  homes  which  were 
not.  easily  met.  Moreover,  everyone  realized  that  before  long  there  would  have  to 
bo  another  building  to  supplement  or  replace  the  hut. 

Tlie  Stevenscs  recognized  these  conditions  and,  accepting  the  meager  salary 
without,  protest,  dedicated  themselves  wholeheartedly  to  the  new  work,  No  young 
man  ever  worked  harder  than  Mr.  Stevens,  who  was  approaching  seventy.  In  a 
few  weeks  he  had  visited  every  home  in  the  neighborhood,  going  again  and  again 
to  those  with  no  church  affiliation.  His  gentleness  put  at  ease  everyone  in  the 
homes  which  he  visited.  In  overalls  with  hammer  and  saw  he  worked  with  the 
men  on  the  church  building;  he  led  the  boys  of  the  church  in  their  collection  of 
scrap  paper  to  aid  the  building  fund.  One  business  man  was  so  impressed  with 
Mr.  Stevens's  working  thus  with  the  boys  that  he 'sent  the  church  a  check  for  $100. 

The  church  had  in  Mrs.  Stevens  an  ideal  pastor's  wife.  Even  with  her  family 
duties  she  found  time  for  visiting  all  the  members  and  visitors  to  the  church.  She 
was — and  is — a  capable  and  willing  participant  in  every  activity  of  the  church 
and  its  auxiliary  organizatons,  taking  the  leadership  when  necessary,  working  un- 
obtrusively to  develop  other  leaders. 

By  October  22,  when  the  period  for  charter  membership  closed,  the  original 
membership  of  33  had  increased  to  70.  These  charter  members  chose  the  name 
Emmanuel  Baptist  Church. 

The  church  from  the  beginning  staunchly  supported  the  denominational  pro- 
gram. It  is  significant  that  the  entire  offering  taken  at  its  organizational  meeting 
was  given  to  associational  missions,  instead  of  being  divided  between  the  new 
church  and  missions,  as  is  frequently  done  on  such  occasions.  The  first  finance 
committee  was  composed  of  Mr.  Stockstill,  Mrs.  Bradshaw,  Miss  Johnson,  Mr. 


*This  aid,  which  varied  from  forty-five  to  seventy  dollars  a  month,  was  continued  though 
1953,  the  total  amount  granted  being  $1,780. 
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Strickland  and  Mrs.  O.  L.  Wilkerson,  with  the  pastor  as  ex  officio  member.  After 
its  first  meeting,  this  committee  proposed  to  the  church  that  twenty-five  per 
cent  of  its  offerings — exclusive  of  the  building  fund — be  set  aside  for  objects  of 
the  Convention,  a  division  which  the  church  unanimously  adopted.  It  has  never 
swerved  from  this  policy.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  began  its  quarterly 
special  offerings  in  December,  1950,  with  a  collection  of  forty  dollars  for  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  offering.  Neither  the  church  nor  any  of  its  organizations  has 
ever  resorted  to  barbecue  suppers,  bazaars,  or  any  other  form  of  money-raising 
for  its  expenses  or  its  benevolences. 

The  church  has  always  co-operated  also  with  aspects  of  the  denominational 
program  other  than  financial.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  has  observed 
each  season  of  prayer.  This  Society  and  the  Sunday  school  and  the  Training 
Union  regularly  have  study  courses.  These  organizations  never  fail  to  send  delegates 
to  their  respective  assoeiational  and  regional  meetings  and  to  their  special  weeks 
at  the  summer  assemblies.  An  entry  in  the  church  records  for  December,  1950,  is 
typical  of  several  such  entries. 

One  of  the  high  lights  of  the  month  was  the  Simultaneous  Assoeiational 
Training  Union  "M  Night"  which  was  held  at  Hayes  Barton  Baptist 
Church  on  December  4,  1950.  Our  church  was  well  represented,  with  26 
Training  Union  members  present. 

In  January  a  Training  Union  study  course  was  held,  for  the  completion  of 
which  31  diplomas  were  issued. 

The  intelligent  interest  in  missions  at  home  and  abroad  thus  fostered  in  the 
church  was  strengthened  by  the  sending  of  the  Biblical  Recorder,  beginning 
January  1,  1951,  to  every  home  in  the  church,  a  step  made  possible  by  the 
generosity  of  Miss  Sorrell,  bookkeeper-treasurer  of  the  Recorder,  who  for  several 
months  paid  personally  half  the  cost  of  the  subscriptions.  According  to  her  wish 
the  church  was  not  told  of  this  gift.  This  request  was  in  keeping  with  her  quiet, 
self-effacing  service  which  has  enriched  the  life  of  the  church  in  many  ways. 

Young  as  the  church  is,  the  early  members  like  to  reminisce  about  that  first 
year.  The  trials  and  difficulties  added  color  to  the  church  life  at  the  time,  and 
they  have  brightened  in  retrospect.  As  winter  came  on,  the  thin  walls  and  the 
lack  of  a  floor  made  the  hut  very  cold.  The  small  rooms  were  warmed  by  electric 
heaters;  the  main  room  by  two  stoves,  one  at  the  front  and  one  at  the  back. 
Around  these  the  congregation  gathered  as  they  arrive*],  and  on  very  cold  days 
they  went  to  their  seats  with  reluctance  when  the  service  began.  The  men  took 
turns  making  the  fire,  rising  especially  early  to  do  so  on  especially  cold  Sundays. 
Only  once  did  anyone  forget,  and  on  that  Wednesday  evening  the  wood  shavings 
which  served  for  a  floor  were  doubly  useful,  for  Mr.  Stevens  used  some  of  them 
to  kindle  a  quick  blaze. 

As  a  floor,  the  shavings  had  decided  drawbacks.  It  was  virtually  impossible  to 
recover  keys,  coins,  rings,  or  pins  dropped  in  them.  With  autumn  rains  they  be- 
came damper  and  damper,  until  some  cautious  mother  had  their  children  wear 
galoshes,  no  matter  how  bright  the  sunshine  outside.  However,  the  children's 
enthusiasm  was  in  no  way  dampened.  They  continued  to  come,  many  of  them 
bringing  their  parents  rather  than  being  brought  by  their  parents. 

Each  step  forward,  even  a  small  one,  was  a  triumph.  Xew  dignity  was  added 
to  the  service  when  two  collection  plates,  given  by  Mrs.  Florence  Hale  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Medlin,  replaced  the  tin  pie-plates  used  for  the  first  few  weeks.  Another 
improvement  was  the  use  of  the  Broadman  Hymnal  instead  of  the  little  paper- 
backed books,  Look  and  Live,  provided  by  the  Association.  The  first  fifty  copies 
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of  the  Broad-man  Hymnal  were  given  by  a  Methodist,  Mrs.  II  attic  Perkins,  who 
knew  of  the  work  of  the  church  and  of  its  need  through  Mr.  Thompson,  the  choir 
director.  Everyone  was  pleased  when  the  deacons  gave  the  church  its  first  bulletin 
on  Christinas  Eve  as  a  surprise.  The  second  bulletin,  issued  February  11,  1951, 
notes  that  choir  practice  was  being  held  each  Friday  evening.  Choir  and  congrega- 
tion were  grateful  for  the  piano  lent  by  Mr.  Stockstill,  an  instrument  still  used  in 
one  of  the  departments  of  the  Sunday  school.  The  junior  choir,  directed  by  Mrs. 
Stevens,  gave  valuable  training  to  the  children  and  added  interest  to  the  services 
at  which  they  sang.  Not  long  after  the  organization  of  the  church,  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  began  the  happy  custom  of  having  on  the  piano  a  red  rosebud 
to  announce1  the  birth  of  a  baby  in  a  family  belonging  to  the  church. 

These  babies,  as  well  as  others  in  the  neighborhood,  became  members  of  the 
Cradle  Roll,  which  was  begun  in  February,  1951,  with  Mrs.  H.  H.  Welch,  Mrs. 
Shelby  Alford,  and  Miss  Sorrell  in  charge.  The  congregation  followed  with  interest 
the  new  pink  or  blue  shoe  which  appeared  every  Sunday  or  two  on  the  Cradle  Roll 
record  hanging  near  the  platform. 

The  growth  of  the  Sunday  school  and  the  church  necessitated  plans  for  the 
immediate  erection  of  a  larger,  permanent  building.  On  February  11,  1951,  the 
building  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Stockstill  as  chairman,  Ralph  Bunting,  E.  B. 
Hale,  Calvin  Medlin,  and  Frank  Weatherspoon  made  a  recommendation  which 
the  church  unanimously  adopted.  The  recommendation  called  for  the  construction 
of  a  brick-veneered  building  with  an  auditorium  seating  about  200  and  with  five 
classrooms,  a  nursery,  and  two  rest  rooms.  The  building,  facing  Wiggs  Street,  was 
to  be  one  wing  of  an  educational  building  to  be  completed  later.  Of  the  $7,500 
estimated  as  the  cost,  $815  was  in  hand;  the  rest  was  to  be  borrowed  as  needed." 

One  week  later,  on  February  18,  the  ground-breaking  ceremony  took  place.  At 
the  close  of  the  morning  service  the  entire  congregation  gathered  outside  at  the 
chosen  place.  A  hymn  was  sung,  a  prayer  offered ;  and  then  Mr.  Stevens  turned 
the  first  shovelful  of  earth  for  the  foundation  of  the  new  building.  Mr.  Stockstill, 
who  had  drawn  the  plans,  was  engaged  as  the  builder,  the  men  of  the  church  work- 
ing with  him,  putting  in  as  much  time  as  they  could  spare  from  their  regular 
occupations.  Thus  the  work  went  forward  rapidly. 

A  sunrise  service  was  held  at  Easter  in  the  unfinished  building.  The  wor- 
shippers, standing  on  the  sub-flooring  around  the  portable  organ  which  the  Strick- 
lands  had  brought,  shivered  as  the  keen  wind  blew  through  the  open  window- 
spaces.  However,  in  the  simple  beauty  of  the  service  everyone  soon  forgot  the 
cold.  The  hymns,  the  prayers,  the  brief,  heartfelt  message  of  the  pastor — these 
were  concluded  by  the  benediction  just  as  the  sunrise  reached  its  full  beauty. 

The  unduly  cold  weather  continued;  and  the  week's  revival  meeting,  held 
April  1-8,  which  began  in  the  unfinished  church  had  to  be  moved  to  the  hut  after 
the  first  two  services.  In  this  meeting,  led  by  the  Reverend  E.  M.  Keebler  of 
Carricre,  Mississippi,  seventeen  members,  some  by  baptism  and  some  by  letter, 
were  added  to  the  church.  Earnest,  prayerful  preparation  had  been  made  in  the 
regular  services  and  in  cottage  prayer  meetings  preceding  the  meeting,  which  was 
part  of  the  Simultaneous  City-wide  Revival. 

From  the  third  Sunday  in  April,  services  were  held  regularly  in  the  new 
building,  though  much  work  was  still  to  be  done,  inside  and  out.  The  plain 
benches  used  in  the  hut  had  been  moved  into  the  new  building  for  the  revival 
meeting.  However,  they  were  soon  afterwards  replaced  by  200  seats  bought  at  two 
dollars  each  from  a  theatre  in  Farmville  which  was  being  refurnished.  Men  from 

"The  actual  cost  of  the  finished  building,  with  its  equipment,  was  $12,400. 
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•the  church,  including  Mr.  Stevens,  went  to  Farmville  to  remove  the  seats  from 
the  theatre  after  the  last  show  one  night — and  at  5  :00  a.m.  fourteen  more  men 
were  waiting  at  the  church  to  unload  them.  Then  the  women  took  over.  They 
scrubbed  the  the  chairs  with  soap  and  water,  then  rubbed  them  with  linseed  oil. 
In  the  process  of  cleaning  they  removed  more  than  a  gallon  of  chewing  gum  from 
those  converted  theatre  seats. 

The  chairs,  sturdy  and  comfortable."  were  used  for  some  time  on  the  sub- 
flooring  before  the  real  floor  was  laid.  Hence  they  were  not  screwed  down  at  first, 
and  more  than  once  a  whole  row  occupied  by  lively  little  boys  tipped  over. 

Throughout  the  spring  careful  plans  were  made  for  the  first  Vacation  Bible 
School.  It  was  held  June  -i  through  June  8,  with  commencement  exercises  on 
Sunday,  June  10.  The  school  was  a  decided  success,  with  enthusiastic  teachers  and 
pupils.  Of  a  total  enrollment  of  73,  there  was  an  average  daily  attendance  of  60. 
The  intermediates  had  a  hundred  per  cent  attendance  record. 

The  minutes  of  the  church  for  June  record  the  following  faculty : 
Beginners — Mrs.  Alton  Strickland,  Eleanor  Byrd 
Primary — Mrs.  Shelby  Alford.  Mrs.  Harold  Frye 
Junior — Mrs.  V.  A.  Martin.  Mrs.  George  Stockstill 
Intermediate — Mrs.  Ed  Thompson,  Mrs.  Bruce  Raynor 
Principal — Mrs.  Charles  E.  Stevens 

A  picnic  on  Saturday  marked  the  close  of  the  daily  sessions  of  the  Vacation 
Bible  School,  a  festive  occasion  which  the  entire  church  enjoyed.  Wholesome 
social  activities  have  always  been  a  vital  part  of  the  church  program.  In  the 
summer  while  the  congregation  was  meeting  in  the  tent,  two  picnics  helped  the 
people  to  know  one  another  better.  On  Hallowe'en,  less  than  two  months  after  the 
church  was  organized,  jaek-o-lanterns,  ghosts,  black  cats,  and  witches  transformed 
the  hut  into  an  eerie  place  for  the  party  which  the  Training  Union  gave  to  the 
children  of  the  church  and  of  the  community.  Children  and  grown-ups  enjoyed 
the  Sunday  school  Christmas  party.  The  story  of  the  first  Christmas  and  the 
familiar  carols  were  reminders  of  the  real  meaning  of  Christmas;  two  film  strips, 
The  Littlest  Angel  and  The  Xight  before  Christmas  followed  these;  and  the 
visit  of  Santa  Claus  with  nuts,  candy,  and  fruit  for  the  children  ended  the  party 
with  merry  excitement. 

Mr.  Stockstill's  promise  of  a  weiner  roast  at  his  home  when  the  Sunday  school 
attendance  reached  100  was  generously  fulfilled  early  in  May.  for  on  the  first 
Sunday  of  that  month  102  were  present  in  Sunday  school.  Other  smaller  groups 
had  picnics  and  parties  in  the  hut  and  in  the  homes  of  members. 

The  first  birthday  of  the  church,  Sunday,  September  9,  1951,  was  celebrated 
with  an  all-day  meeting,  to  which  delegates  from  the  other  73  churches  in  the 
Raleigh  Association  were  invited.  Dr.  L.  L.  Carpenter,  editor  of  the  Biblical 
Recorder,  spoke  in  the  morning:  and  the  Reverend  E.  J.  Rogers,  Moderator  of  the 
Raleigh  Association,  in  the  afternoon.  Mr.  Thompson,  the  church  clerk,  read  a 
brief  history  of  the  new  church.  At  noon  a  picnic  dinner  for  members  and  guests 
was  spread  in  the  hut.  The  meal  was  so  bountiful  that  a  generous  supply  of  food 
was  sent  afterwards  to  the  neighbors  of  the  church — the  inmates  of  the  County 
Home. 

A  church  bulletin  issued  in  honor  of  this  occasion,  the  third  bulletin  to  appear, 
recorded  an  increase  in  membership  that  year  from  30  to  105: 

In  the  bulletin  gratitude  was  expressed  for  the  contributions  of  churches  and 
•These  chairs  are  now  used  in  some  of  the  Sunday  school  class  rooms. 


12 


individuals  to  the  new  church.  In  addition  to  the  $1500  contributed  by  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  individuals  from  that  church  and  from  others  had  made  personal 
contributions.  One  gift  which  deserves  special  mention  was  twenty-five  dollars 
from  the  Mabel  Haynes  Bible  Class,  a  class  for  the  deaf  which  meets  in  the  First 
Baptist  Church.  Although  the  Tabernacle  for  two  years  had  had  the  Temple 
Church  as  its  special  responsibility,  the  Phillips  Fidelis  Class,  taught  by  Mrs. 
J.  G.  Boomhour,  that  first  year  gave  $280  to  the  building  fund.  A  pulpit  set  which 
North  Street  had  used  for  a  number  of  years  was  an  especially  welcome  gift.  That 
church  also  lent  the  new  church  every  three  months  its  communion  set.  North 
Street,  Temple,  and  Hayes  Barton  have  allowed  it  to  use  their  baptisteries. 

During  the  second  year  the  church  continued  its  steady  progress  in  every  phase 
of  its  work.  Mr.  Byrd  continued  as  chairman  of  the  deacons;  Mrs.  Bose  Johnson 
as  treasurer;  Mr.  Thompson  as  church  clerk  and  choir  director;  Mrs.  Strickland 
as  pianist,  with  Mrs.  Stevens  as  assistant.  When  Mrs.  Johnson  moved  away  in 
February,  1952,  Mrs.  John  Holloway  became  treasurer. 

In  the  Sunday  school,  Mr.  Munns  was  again  superintendent,  with  A.  W. 
Otwell  as  associate;  Mrs.  Cook  continued  as  secretary,  with  Mrs.  E.  H.  Joyner  as 
assistant.  The  nursery  was  still  the  responsibility  of  Mrs.  Rose  Johnson.  Mrs. 
E.  B.  Home,  who  had  had  charge  of  the  furnishings  and  equipment  of  the  nursery 
in  the  new  building,  assisted  her.  The  children's  department,  with  Miss  Sorrell  as 
superintendent,  was  divided.  Mrs.  II.  T).  Pace  and  Mrs.  Roy  Holsonback  worked 
with  the  beginners;  Mrs.  Frank  Weathcrspoon  and  Mrs.  Munns  with  the  primary 
children.  Mr.  Stockstill  had  charge  of  the  juniors;  Mrs.  Byrd  of  the  intermediates. 
Mrs.  Thompson  continued  to  teach  the  young  people.  Mr.  Byrd,  with  Mr.  Pait  as 
assistant,  was  again  teacher  of  the  men's  Bible  class;  Miss  Johnson  of  the  women's. 

Mr.  Strickland,  home  from  several  months'  service  in  the  Navy,  resumed  his 
place  as  director  of  the  Training  Union,  with  Mr.  Pait  as  associate.  The  younger 
members  were  divided  into  young  people,  led  by  Mrs.  Stevens;  intermediates,  by 
Mrs.  Luby  Smith;  and  juniors,  by  Mr.  Stockstill.  A  story  hour  was  added,  the 
responsibility  of  Carolyn  Stevens  and  Lillian  Pait. 

Mrs.  Jordan  was  for  the  second  year  president  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society.  By  the  beginning  of  this  second  year  the  eleven  members  of  the  Society 
had  increased  to  twenty-eight,  and  all  the  junior  organizations  had  been  added, 
thus  giving  the  church  a  fully  graded  Woman's  Missionary  Union.  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Thompson  was  young  people's  director  and  leader  of  the  Young  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary, Mr.  Otwell  and  Mrs.  Woodrow  Stephenson  of  the  Royal  Ambassador,  and 
Mrs.  Munns  and  Mrs.  Bruce  Raynor  of  the  Sunbeams.  The  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  itself  was  officially  recognized  as  an  AI  organization,  a  most  unusual 
honor  for  a  society  so  new.  Especial  credit  is  due  to  Mrs.  Jordan,  whose  blindness 
in  no  way  affected  the  efficiency  of  her  work  as  president. 

Early  in  this  second  year  came  the  first  break  in  the  church  family  circle.  In 
the  minutes  of  the  church  for  November  is  the  following  entry;  "Brother  James 
T.  Byrd  ended  his  earthly  service  for  God  on  November  10,  1951."  His  funeral 
was  held  in  the  church  on  Monday,  Neveniber  12;  and  in  order  that  nothing 
might  detract  from  the  simple  dignity  of  the  service,  the  men  took  down  the 
scaffolding  used  in  putting  the  brick  veneer  on  the  building  and  replaced  it  the 
next  day.  In  gratitude  for  that  part  of  "his  earthly  service  for  God"  which  was 
done  in  the  Emmanuel  Church,  the  men's  Bible  class  was  named  the  Byrd  Bible 
Class.  Also  in  his  memory  the  Friendly  Class  and  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society,  with  the  aid  of  a  circle  of  the  W.M.S.  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  gave 
to  the  church  a  communion  set.  Mr.  Pait  took  Mr.  Byrd's  place  as  teacher  of  the 
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men's  class;  C.  R.  Matthews  was  elected  as  deacon- to  succeed  him;  and  Mr. 
Alford  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacant  chairmanship. 

There  was  in  1951  a  Christmas  party  for  the  children  as  in  1950.  Again  Santa 
Glaus  brought  them  candy,  fruit,  and  nuts.  But  replacing  the  film  strips  of  the 
year  before  was  a  manger  scene  with  Joseph,  Mary,  the  angels,  and  the  shepherds 
in  the  improvised  costumes  inevitable  on  such  occasions  in  a  small  church.  The 
effectiveness  of  the  scene  was  evidenced  in  the  shining  eyes  of  the  children  and 
their  reverent  silence — a  silence  broken  only  by  a  little  girl's  whispered  question, 
"Did  the  angels  really  come  down  from  heaven?" 

The  spring  revival  the  second  year  was  held  the  last  week  in  March,  with  the 
Reverend  W.  B.  Carr,  pastor  of  the  Edgemont  Baptist  Church  in  Durham,  as 
evangelist.  Seven  new  members  were  added  to  the  church.  A  second  revival  took 
place  early  in  November,  in  which  the  Reverend  John  Garner,  of  Rolesville,  was 
the  visiting  minister.  As  a  result  of  this  meeting  there  were  nine  additions  to  the 
church.  In  preparation  for  both  these  services  cottage  prayer  meetings  were  held, 
and  invitations  to  the  services  were  extended  throughout  the  community. 

Meanwhile  the  Vacation  Bible  School  had  a  second  successful  session,  with 
Mrs.  Stevens  again  serving  as  principal.  In  the  observance  of  its  second  anni- 
versary on  September  14,  1952,  the  church  followed  the  plan  of  the  year  before, 
having  services  in  the  morning  and  afternoon,  with  dinner  served  in  the  hut  at 
noon.  On  this  date  there  was  an  enrollment  of  150  in  the  church  and  267  in 
Sunday  school. 

As  the  church  grew,  its  activities  multiplied,  involving  more  and  more  of  the 
members'  time  and  energies.  Hence  the  employment  of  a  part-time  janitor  in 
November,  1952,  was  a  relief  to  the  faithful  men  who  had  cut  the  weeds  and 
mowed  the  grass,  built  the  fires  in  the  hut,  and  cared  for  the  furnace  in  the 
brick  building.  It  was  an  equal  relief  to  the  faithful  women  who  had  cleaned  the 
two  building's,  sweeping  and  dusting,  setting  the  class  rooms  in  order,  washing  the 
windows  when  necessary.  They  considered  the  $30.00  a  month  paid  to  Hamp 
Hunter  A'cll  spent,  though  they  had  found  joy  in  thus  working  together  for  their 
church. 

The  minutes  of  the  diaconatc  and  of  the  church  show  that  even  in  those 
difficult  first  years  the  church  successfully  met  its  current  expenses,  made  regular 
payments  on  the  money  borrowed  to  finance  the  building  and  equipment  of  the 
first  permanent  building,  and  gave  the  proportion  allotted  to  the  Cooperative  Pro- 
gram. These  minutes  show  also  that  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  Raleigh  was 
manifested  in  several  ways.  On  October  9,  1951,  the  deacons  voted  to  allow  the  hut 
to  be  used  for  Civil  Defense  activities.  In  the  same  month  the  church  made  its 
first  contribution  to  the  Baptist  Good  Will  Center — $12.50  to  be  paid  immediately 
and  $12.50  the  first  of  the  next  year.  In  December,  1951,  Mr.  Strickland  was 
appointed  chairman  of  a  committee  to  make  plans  for  fighting  the  establishing  of 
an  A.  B.  C.  store  in  the  Northside  Shopping  Center.  The  church  registered  dis- 
approval of  a  bill  introduced  in  the  Legislature  legalizing  Sunday  automobile 
racing.  In  September,  1952,  remembering  the  aid  it  had  received  from  other 
churches  in  Raleigh,  the  church  voted  to  give  fifty  dollars  toward  the  purchase 
of  land  for  the  Western  Boulevard  Church.  A  collection  was  also  taken  for  the 
work  of  the  Gideons  in  distributing  Bibles. 

On  December  31,  1952,  Mr.  Stevens  ended  his  pastorate  of  two  years  and 
three  months.  He  had  first  offered  his  resignation  to  take  effect  October  31,  but 
the  church  refused  to  accept  it,  and  he  consented  to  continue  his  services  till  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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During  his  ministry  the  church  membership  grew  from  44  to  165,  with  298 
in  the  Sunday  school,  67  in  the  Training  Union,  and  35  in  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society,  With  this  growth  in  numbers  and  a  steady  increase  in  contribu- 
tions, the  church  grew  also  in  its  activities  and  in  the  strength  and  depth  of  its 
spiritual  life.  The  young  church  is  fortunate  to  have  been  guided  in  its  earliest- 
years  by  such  a  man  as  Charles  E.  Stevens,  who,  without  losing  the  enthusiasm 
of  his  youth  has  the  experience  and  wisdom  of  age. 
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THE  GROWTH  OF  THE  CHURCH  I 


"And  the  Lord  added  daily  to  the  church  such  as  should  be  saved."  Acts  2:^1 

Emmanuel  Church  was  again  under  "the  good  hand  of  God"'  (Ezra  8  :18)  in 
the  coming  of  its  present  pastor.  On  April  19,  1953,  less  than  four  months  after 
Mr.  Stevens  closed  his  ministry,  the  Reverend  L.  D.  Holt  accepted  the  call  of  the 
church.  On  May  31  he  began  his  pastorate.  Though  he  had  just  received  the  B.  D. 
degree  from  the  Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Mr.  Holt  was  an  experienced 
minister  when  he  came  to  the  church.  After  his  graduation  in  1943  from  Furman 
University,  in  his  native  state  of  South  Carolina,  he  was  for  five  years  pastor  of 
the  Baptist  church  in  Bethel,  Xorth  Carolina;  then  he  was  for  two  years  associa- 
tional  missionary  of  the  Green  River  Association.  For  the  three  years  during 
which  he  was  a  student  in  the  Seminary,  he  was  pastor  of  the  Xew  Prospect 
Baptist  Church,  near  Madison,  Indiana.  At  the  same  time  that  her  husband 
graduated  from  the  Seminary,  Mrs.  Holt,  also  a  South  Carolinian,  received  the 
M.  R.  E.  degree  from  the  Carver  School  of  Missions  and  Social  Work. 

Though  the  work  of  the  church  had  not  appreciably  lagged  in  the  five  months 
between  pastorates,  it  received  a  new  impetus  with  the  coming  of  the  Holts,  both 
of  whom  are  inspiring  leaders  and  tireless  workers.  The  attendance  at  all  the 
services  of  the  church  steadily  increased,  as  did  the  membership.  There  were 
twenty  additions  in  June,  thirteen  in  July,  and  eighteen  in  August.  Among  those 
baptized  in  August  were  Cynthia  and  Larry  Holt,  children  of  the  parsonage. 

A  class  for  new  members  was  organized  in  July,  and  for  more  than  a  year  was 
taught  by  the  pastor  at  6  :30  each  Sunday  evening.  It  now  meets  each  Sunday  for 
four  weeks  three  times  a  year.  As  a  further  guide  in  church  membership, each  new 
member  is  presented  with  J.  A.  Sullivan's  book,  Your  Life  and  Your  Church. 

In  July  a  complete  religious  census  was  made  of  the  neighborhood,  the  results 
of  which  gave  promise  of  a  great  future  for  the  church  and  laid  a  great  responsi- 
bility on  it.  There  were  in  the  community  970  possible  members  for  the  Sunday 
school,  of  whom  only  316  were  enrolled,  leaving  654  prospects.  Of  the  970,  there 
were  572  in  the  adult  department,  with  only  125  enrolled,  leaving  447  prospects. 
The  census  showed  203  unaffiliated  Baptists  and  211  who  were  not  members  of  any 
church.  These  prospects  were  visited  again  and  again,  and  many  of  them  are  now 
useful  members  of  the  Emmanuel  Church. 

In  observance  of  its  third  birthday,  Sunday,  September  l9,  1953,  the  church 
had  special  services  with  the  Reverend  James  E.  Ray.  then  Secretary  of  the  Bap- 
tist Student  Union  of  Xorth  Carolina,  as  the  speaker  in  the  morning;  and  Mr. 
Pridgen.  who  played  so  large  a  part  in  the  early  growth  of  the  church,  in  the 
evening.  In  the  afternoon  open  house  was  held  at  the  parsonage,  320  Hudson 
Street.  ( On  the  same  day  that  it  had  called  Mr.  Holt,  the  church  had  voted  to  buy 
this  house  as  a  parsonage.)  The  Holts  graciously  opened  the  whole  house — the 
living  room  and  den,  the  dining  room  and  kitchen,  the  three  bedrooms.  Church 
members  and  other  friends  admired  also  the  new  coat  of  paint  on  the  outside  of  the 
house  as  well  as  the  garden  which  the  pastor  had  started;  some  of  them  even 
peeked  in  the  basement  and  the  garage  before  or  after  they  enjoyed  the 
refreshing  punch,  cookies,  and  nuts. 

The  church  could  look  back  with  thankfulness  on  the  third  year.  The  associa- 
tional  letter  on  October  1,  1953,  showed  that  in  that  year  the  church  had  grown 
in  membership  from  151  to  218,  the  Sunday  school  from  272  to  355,  the  Training 
Union  from  70  to  81,  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  from  S7  to  134.  During  the 
year  the  total  amount  contributed  was  $16,138.  The  church  voted  unanimously  to 
adopt  a  unified  budget,  setting  $20,000  as  its  total  goal  for  1954.  The  contributions 
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went  beyond  this  goal,  reaching  at  total  of  $21,980,58. 

Every  penny  of  that  increased  budget  and  of  the  extra  $1,960.58  was  needed, 
because  about  five  weeks  after  its  third  birthday,  the  church  had  another  celebra- 
tion. Ground  was  broken  for  a  new  unit  of  the  educational  building,  a  necessity  if 
the  Sunday  school  was  to  grow  at  all.  When  the  first  permanent  building — now 
called  the  chapel  building — had  been  first  used,  in  April,  1952,  the  beginners  and 
the  primary  children  had  been  left  in  the  hut;  the  nursery,  the  juniors,  the  inter- 
mediates, and  the  adults  had  been  moved  to  the  new  building.  The  young  people 
had  continued  to  meet  in  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  E.  Thompson's  home.  The  children  in 
the  small  classrooms  in  the  hut  hardly  had  space  to  breathe,  much  less  to  carry  on 
their  activities.  Mr.  Pait's  moving  pictures  of  the  church  and  the  various  phases  of 
its  life  taken  from  time  to  time  show  these  conditions  vividly.* 

Hence  it  was  not  long  until  the  primary  department  was  moved  from  the  hut 
to  the  new  building  into  a  large  room  which  had  been  used  by  an  adult  class.  The 
number  of  children  increased  so  rapidly  that  beginners  in  the  hut  and  primary 
children  in  the  new  building  were  soon  as  crowded  as  before. 

The  space  was  inadequate  for  other  departments  also.  Two  new  classes  for 
women  and  one  for  men  had  been  added  to  the  adult  department.  The  Elevian 
Class,  taught  by  Mrs.  R.  W.  Pounds,  was  organized  in  January,  1953;  and  the 
Joy  Class,  taught  by  Mrs.  Stevens,  in  March,  1954.  The  Elevian  Class  and  the  Joy 
Class  had  rooms  much  too  small  for  them ;  the  Friendly  Class,  the  Byrd  01ass?  and 
the  Keystone  Class  met  in  the  auditorium,  with  divisions  which  were  far  from 
being  soundproof.  Mr.  Holt  once  said  that  he  could  sit  in  the  same  spot  and  listen 
to  any  one  of  the  three  teachers. 

The  church  records  show  that  plans  for  another  unit  of  the  educational  building 
had  been  considered  as  early  as  April,  1952.  In  the  summer  the  building  com- 
mittee had  consulted  with  L.  L.  Morgan,  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Church 
Planning  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  and  with  W.  A.  Harrell,  Secretary  of 
the  Church  Architecture  Department  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  As  a  result  of  these  conferences,  tentative  plans  had  been 
drawn  up  for  a  second  unit,  to  be  used  for  departmental  assembly  rooms,  class- 
rooms, nurseries,  and  kitchen.  This  second  unit  was  to  be  structurally  in  keeping 
with  the  chapel  building,  extending  it  toward  Noble  Road.  However,  these  plans 
could  not  be  transferred  from  paper  to  brick  until  the  debt  on  the  chapel  building 
had  been  paid. 

When  that  happy  day  came,  no  grass  grew  under  anybody's  feet.  On  Friday, 
October  23,  1953,  the  last  penny  of  the  debt  was  paid.  On  Sunday,  October  25, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  morning  service  the  notes  were  burned.  Mr.  Stevens 
touched  the  match  to  the  notes — one  of  the  many  evidences  of  the  beautiful  rela- 
tion that  exists  between  the  former  and  present  pastor.  Immediately  after  the 
note  burning,  the  ground  was  broken  for  the  new  building.  As  was  appropriate  in 
the  first  step  toward  a  building  which  was  to  mean  so  much  to  the  children  of  the 
church  community  as  this  one,  a  six-year  old  boy,  Ricky  Home,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Home,  helped  the  pastor  break  the  ground.  The  next  day,  October  26, 
the  church  borrowed  $45,000  from  the  Raleigh  Savings  and  Loan  Association  and 
the  Mideastern  Construction  Company  began  work  on  the  new  building. 

Five  months  later,  on  March  21,  1954,  the  addition  to  the  educational  build- 
ing was  used  for  the  first  time,  "with  a  capacity  crowd,"  the  church  bulletin  of 
March  28  reported.  The  occasion  was  marked  by  a  special  service  dedicating  the 


♦  Among  Mr.  Pait's  valuable  services  to  the  church  is  the  keeping  of  a  file  of  the  earliest 
bulletins,  antedating  the  file  in  the  church  office.  They  were  of  great  aid  to  the  writer  in 
the  preparation  of  this  history. 
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use  of  tlio  building.  Claude  Y.  Ciaddy,  Kxoeiilivo  Secretary  of  the  Education  C-om- 
mission  of  tlio  Baptist  State  Onirvenlion,  iim<l«*  tlic*  address;  and  Mr.  Pridgen  led 
the  prayer  of  dedication. 

An  open  house  was  held  tlie  next  Sunday  afternoon.  Though  tlie  many  guests 
wlio  came  were  impressed  with  the  well  equij>]ied  assembly  rooms  and  classrooms 
for  each  department,  the  greatest  admiration  was  evoked  by  tlie  four  nurseries 
prepared  for  children  from  birth  through  three  years  old,  modernly  equipped  and 
furnished  to  the  last  detail.  These  nurseries  are  well  filled  during  Sunday  school. 
Baltics  as  young  as  five  weeks  have  been  cared  for  in  the  crib  nursery,  which  has 
ultra-violet  lights  thai  keep  it  more  nearly  gennproof  than  most  homes  are. 
Capable  Workers  are  also  in  charge  of  the  nurseries  during  church  service  Sunday 
morning  and  evening,  during  the  meeting  of  the  Training  Union,  and  for  any 
special  occasions  needing  them,  sueh  as  study  courses,  tlie  taking  of  religious 
censuses,  and  Vacation  Bible  Schools.  To  a  church  with  young  couples  making  up 
so  large  a  proportion  of  its  membership,  these  nurseries  are  invaluable. 

The  room  which  had  been  used  as  a  nursery  in  the  chapel  building  was  divided 
into  two  rooms,  one  to  be  used  for  the  church  office  and  the  other  for  the  pastor's 
study.  The  hut  was  to  have  been  torn  down  when  all  the  children  were  moved  into 
the  new  building.  But  almost  before  the  new  paint  dried,  it  was  obvious  that  the 
hut  would  continue  to  be  needed.  It  continued  in  use  until  January,  1057. 
Divided  into  four  classrooms  and  provided  with  a  floor,  it  served  for  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son's class  of  young  people  and  for  the  three  classes  for  men — the  Byrd  Class,  the 
Keystone  Class  and  the  Baraca  ('lass,  which  was  organized  in  March,  1054,  and 
taught  by  David  Bishop. 

The  growth  anticipated  as  a  result  of  the  enlarged  educational  building  came. 
In  1954  the  Sunday  school  had  the  largest  increase  in  enrollment  it  has  ever  made 
in  one  year,  going  from  355  to  500.  Eight  new  classes  and  one  new  department 
were  added  when  the  school  went  into  the  new  building.  Mr,  Alford,  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  Sunday  school,  with  the  nominating  committee  had  anticipated  and 
provided  for  this  enlargement  when  the  officers  and  teachers  for  1054  were  nomi- 
nated ;  so  the  transition  was  made  smoothly.  Mr.  Alford  had  in  1052  succeeded  Mr. 
Munns  in  the  suporintendency,  holding  that  office  until  1055,  when  Rex  K.  Jones 
was  elected  to  the  position.  In  1055  the  enrollment  of  the  Sunday  school  was  5S0; 
in  1956  it  reached  699. 

This  growth  necessitated  the  provision  of  yet  more  spaee.  In  March,  1055, 
less  than  a  year  after  this  second  unit  was  finished,  plans  were  under  way  for 
another  building.  A  strip  of  land  adjoining  the  broad  end  of  the  church  property 
Avas  bought  from  Wake  County  to  be  used  for  a  parking  area  and  for  a  one-story 
building,  thirty-two  feet  by  fifty-four,  facing  Noble  Road.  This  cinder-block 
rectangle  was  planned  to  provide  an  assembly  room  and  eight  classrooms  for 
intermediates  and  for  young  people.  It  was  planned  for  recreation  also,  and  the 
rather  cumbersome  name,  educational  and  recreational  building,  has  already  been 
shortened  to  the  recreation  building.  Eventually  it  will  be  used  entirely  as  a 
recreation  center. 

Rex  K.  Jones,  chairman  of  the  building  committee,  reported  the  progress  of 
the  work  during  the  summer  months.  The  plans  were  drawn  by  Larry  Ball:  the 
contractor  was  G.  L.  Wall.  Mr.  Wall  agreed  that  the  men  of  the  church  should 
do  as  much  of  the  work  as  their  time  and  skill  permitted.  The  volunteers,  in- 
cluding the  pastor,  were  organized  under  the  direction  of  Charles  L.  Xordan  and 
worked  in  the  late  afternoons  and  by  floodlights  in  the  evenings.  They  were  en- 
couraged by  refreshments  which  the  ladies  furnished.  The  church  bulletin  of 
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August  7  had  this  comment  on  the  volunteers : 

Our  men  have  responded  in  a  great  way,  working  each  afternoon  and 
evening  on  the  new  building.  Actually,  we  have  enjoyed  the  work,  fellow- 
ship, and  refreshments.  Only  one  thumb  has  been  hit. 

The  building  was  used  the  first  time  on  Sunday,  October  2.  In  December  a 
dinner  was  given  to  the  men  who  had  worked  on  the  building.  Mr.  Jordan,  an 
especially  honored  guest,  was  presented  with  a  most  appropriate  reminder  of  his 
leadership  in  the  work — a  saw. 

During  the  time  in  which  these  buildings  were  planned,  erected,  and  put  into 
uso  the  various  organizations  of  the  church  continued  to  advance.  The  Training 
Union  was  under  the  direction  of  Alton  Strickland  until  October,  1955,  when 
John  Davis  succeeded  him  in  that  office.  From  October,  1953,  to  October,  1956, 
the  total  enrollment  in  the  combined  unions  from  the  nursery  through  the  adult 
union  increased  from  81  to  1G9. 

Under  the  guidance  of  Mrs.  Alton  Strickland  and  then  of  Mrs.  N*.  J.  Pait  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Union,  according  to  the  minutes,  kept  up  the  steady  growth 
it  had  begun  "under  the  gentle  care  of  Mrs.  Jordan."  The  87  members  of  October, 
1952,  had  by  October,  1956,  grown  to  197,  of  whom  95  were  members  of  the 
W.  M.  S.  The  14  tithers  had  increased  to  52. 

The  Society  was  in  1954  divided  into  four  circles — the  Johnson,  the  Vivian 
Kowell,  the  Virginia  Miles,  and  the  Rosa  Hocutt  circles.  In  October,  1955,  the 
Laura  Frances  Snow  circle  was  added. 

During  this  period  the  one  Girls'  Auxiliary  grew  to  three,  the  one  Sunbeam 
band  to  three.  The  one  Young  Woman's  Auxiliary  which  had  five  members  in 
1952,  temporarily  ceased  to  exist  after  that  year,  not  from  lack  of  interest  but  from 
lack  of  young  people.  The  gap  between  intermediates  and  adults  for  several  years 
affected  the  Sunday  school  and  the  Training  Union  as  well  as  the  W.  M.  U. 

The  Royal  Ambassadors  had  also  been  organized  as  a  part  of  the  W.  M.  U. 
However,  from  their  beginning  in  1951  they  had  a  man  as  counselor  or  co-counse- 
lor— first  Mr.  Stockstill,  then  A.  W.  Otwell.  Hence  when  the  Southwide  W.  M.  U. 
wisely  gave  over  the  leadership  of  the  Royal  Ambassadors  to  the  Brotherhood, 
the  transition  at  the  Emmanuel  Church  was  an  easy  and  natural  one. 

The  Emmanuel  Brotherhood  was  organized  on  April  26,  1954,  about  four 
weeks  after  the  completion  of  the  new  brick  building.'  Fifty  men  attended  the  first 
meeting,  at  which  Dr.  M.  A.  Huggins,  then  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Baptist 
State  Convenion,  spoke  on  the  subject,  "Manhood  Organized  and  at  Work." 
Walter  B.  Joyner  was  chosen  as  president  of  the  new  organization.  When  the 
Joyners  moved  to  Charlotte  in  July,  Shelton  Castleberry -became  president.  David 
Bishop  was  the  next  president,  followed  in  October,  1955,  by  Mr.  Otwell.  In 
September,  1956,  the  enrollment  in  the  Brotherhood  was  62;  in  the  two  chapters 
of  the  Royal  Ambassadors  it  was  31. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  served  supper  for  that  first  meeting  in  1954, 
using  the  new  kitchen  with  its  new  stove  and  refrigerator.  However,  the  men 
soon  began  to  prepare  their  own  meal  for  the  supper  meeting  which  once  a 
quarter  replaces  the  monthly  meeting  at  7 :30.  So  expert  are  they  in  broiling 
steaks  and  barbecuing  chickens  that  the  wives  count  themselves  fortunate  when- 
ever they  are  invited. 

As  the  name  implies,  the  organization  increases  opportunities  for  fellowship 
among  men  of  the  church.  Such  opportunities,  however,  are  used  for  service  to 
the  church.  By  July,  three  months  after  their  organization,  the  Brotherhood  had 
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bought  and  put  in  screens  for  the  new  unit  of  the  building  and  had  worked  on  the 
grounds.  Their  July  report  to  the  church  mentions  the  sponsorship  of  the  Royal 
Ambassadors  as  one  of  their  projects  soon  to  be  undertaken. 

The  heart  and  center  of  all  these  organizations  is,  of  course,  the  church  itself. 
The  unusually  large  number  of  children  in  proportion  to  adults  in  the  commur:i:y 
keeps  the  Sunday  school  enrollment  larger  than  that  of  the  church,  but  both  show 
year  by  year  a  steady,  healthy  growth.*  The  church  membership  in  three  years 
more  than  doubled,  growing  from  218  in  October,  1953,  to  488  in  October,  1956.  The 
budget  was  increased  from  $20,000  in  October,  1953,  to  $31,000  in  October.  1955, 
for  the  coming  year,  1956. 

As  the  church  membership  grew,  the  responsibilities  of  the  five  deacons  grew 
also,  and  it  seemed  wise  to  increase  this  number.  At  the  pastor's  suggestion  the 
diaconate  was  enlarged  to  seven  in  October,  1954,  and  to  nine  in  1955.  Alton 
Strickland,  who  had  succeeded  Shelby  Alford  as  chairman  in  1952,  was  followed  by 
R.  E.  Thompson  in  1953,  N.  J.  Pait  in  1954,  and  Rex  K.  Jones  in  1955. 

Tho  revival  meetings  held  twice  each  year  aided  the  church  in  its  growth 
numerically  and  spiritually.  Preliminary  visitations  and  cottage  prayer  meetings 
in  each  case  helped  to  prepare  the  church  for  these  revivals.  The  Reverend  G.  W. 
Billiard,  pastor  of  the  Temple  Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh,  was  the  visiting  minis- 
ter in  the  spring  of  1954;  Dr.  Roger  Crook,  member  of  the  Meredith  faculty,  in 
the  fall.  In  1955  the  Reverend  Clyde  Baucom,  of  Wilson,  and  the  Reverend  W.  C. 
Aclkinson,  of  Garner,  conducted  the  spring  and  fall  services.  In  the  spring  of  1956 
Dr.  A.  L.  Meiberg,  then  dean  of  Wingate  College  and  head  of  the  department  of 
religion,  held  the  meeting.  He  and  Mrs.  Meiberg  received  an  especial  welcome, 
as  Mrs.  Meiberg  is  Mrs.  Holt's  sister. 

Twice  Mr.  Thompson,  the  director  of  music  in  the  church,  was  assisted  in 
the  music  for  these  revivals — in  the  fall  of  1955  by  Mr.  A.  L.  Poole,  minister 
of  music  of  St.  John's  Baptist  Church,  of  this  city;  and  in  the  following  spring 
by  the  Reverend  Howard  James,  pastor  of  the  First  Christian  Church  of  Elizabeth 
City. 

The  choirs  added  much  to  the  revivals,  as  well  as  throughout  the  year.  The 
church  has  been  fortunate  in  the  services  of  Mr.  Thompson,  who  first  "led  the 
singing,"  then  directed  the  church  choir,  and  in  1954  became  director  of  music. 
By  October,  1954,  he  had  organized  three  children's  choirs — the  celestial  choir, 
made  up  of  children  from  four  to  five  years  of  age;  the  cherub  choir,  six  to 
eight  years;  and  the  carol  choir,  nine  to  twelve.- Soon  afterwards  he  organized  a 
Brotherhood  chorus.  The  1956  associational  letter  showed  that  the  five  choirs  had 
a  total  membership  of  ninety. 

When  the  generous  amount  of  time  which  Mr.  Thompson  devoted  to  the 
church  choir  necessitated  his  resigning  as  church  clerk,  John  H.  Davis  was  elected 
to  the  office,  which  he  still  holds.  Since  October,  1953,  when  Mrs.  John  L.  Hoilo- 
way  gave  up  the  position,  A.  E.  Beddingfield  has  been  church  treasurer. 

A  rapidly  growing  church  in  a  rapidly  growing  community  could  not  continue 
to  function  with  a  staff  composed  only  of  a  pastor  and  a  part-time  janitor.  For 
about  a  year  Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Hooks,  a  member  of  the  Emmanuel  Church,  helped 
in  the  office  a  few  hours  a  week.  When  she  moved  away  from  Raleigh  the  first  of 
June,  1956,  Marian  Corbett  was  elected  promotional  secretary,  a  title  which  was 
changed  later  to  educational  director.  A  recent  graduate  of  Wake  Forest  College 
with  a  major  in  religion  and  a  minor  in  music,  Miss  Corbett  had  also  had  business 


*Sce  the  statistical  tabic  at  the  end  of  the  book  for  the  year-by-year  growth  of  the  church 
and  its  organizations. 
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training  and  experience.  Thus  she  was  well  qualified  for  the  varied  duties  of  her 
office.  During  the  summer  she  devoted  her  entire  time  to  her  church  position; 
during  the  winter  she  studied  at  the  Southeastern  Seminary.  However,  she  con- 
tinued to  live  in  the  church  neighborhood  and  was  able  to  keep  up  most  of  the 
church  work.  She  took  charge  of  the  three  children's  choirs;  she  relieved  the 
pastor  of  much  of  the  routine  of  office  work;  she  prepared  and  mimeographed 
the  church  bulletin,  which  for  three  years  had  been  chiefly  Mr.  Beddingfield's  re- 
sponsibility. 

Mimeographing  was  not  limited  to  the  bulletin.  The  coordination  of  the  multi- 
plied church  activities  is  greatly  aided  by  the  Calendar  of  Events,  first  issued  for 
1954.  A  paragraph  from  the  pastor's  letter  to  the  congregation  for  this  first  issue — 
essentially  unchanged  in  succeeding  years — explains  its  purpose  and  nature. 

The  booklet  is  designed  to  help  you  to  become  active  in  the  organized 
life  of  the  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church.  We  are  looking  to  you  to  help  keep 
our  fellowship  warm  and  friendly — to  find  your  place  in  bearing  the 
moral,  spiritual,  and  financial  responsibilities  of  our  church  program.  You 
are  an  essential  link  in  a  chain  of  Christian  fellowship  and  labor  for  God. 
The  chain  will  be  as  strong  as  your  devotion  and  fidelity. 

The  booklet  contains  a  list  of  all  the  officers  of  the  church  and  its  organiza- 
tions; the  schedule  of  services;  the  calendars  of  the  assemblies  at  Ridgecrest,  Cas- 
well, and  Fruitland;  a  day-by-day  calendar  of  church  events;  and  a  complete  roll 
of  the  church  membership. 

September,  1955,  saw  the  first  isue  of  the  Emmanuel  Messenger,  a  midweek 
publication  mailed  to  all  the  members.  It  has  notices  of  activities  more  extended 
than  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  in  the  bulletin,  reports  of  the  attendance  and  con- 
tributions of  the  previous  Sunday,  brief  messages  from  the  pastor  or  other  church 
leaders,  news  items  concerning  the  church  family,  and  bits  of  wisdom  and  humor. 
With  the  Messenger  once  a  month  is  mailed  the  financial  report  of  the  church. 
Thus  the  publication  serves  several  purposes;  it  is  a  between-Sundays  reminder 
to  regular  attendants  of  their  responsibilities  and  opportunities,  and  a  tie  with  the 
shut-ins  and  with  the  non-resident  members — especially  those  away  at  school  or  in 
service. 

Though  the  second  unit  of  the  educational  building  and  the  recreation  build- 
ing provided  additional  space  for  Sunday  school,  the  church  congregation  was  still 
meeting  in  the  chapel,  to  which  it  had  been  moved  only  seven  months  after  the 
church  was  organized.  The  room  was  filled  to  overflowing  at  the  Sunday  morning 
services.  Chairs  were  put  in  the  aisle  and  in  the  room  to  the  left  of  the  pulpit,  but 
still  the  space  was  inadequate.  Dual  services  Sunday  morning  furnished  a  tem- 
porary solution  of  the  problem.  Beginning  April  3,  1955,  there  was  a  church 
service  at  8:30,  with  Sunday  school  at  9:30  and  the  church  service  at  11:00  as 
usual.  The  church  had  voted  to  try  the  plan  for  a  month;  but  it  proved  so  success- 
ful that  except  for  July  and  August,  1955,  the  two  services  continued  until  Septem- 
ber, 1956. 

Even  with  the  8:30  service,  the  chapel  was  often  over-crowded  at  11  :00.  In  this 
situation  the  special  service  which  Mrs.  Henry  Powell  held  in  the  recreation  build- 
ing at  that  hour  for  children  nine  to  twelve  years  of  age  was  a  great  help.  The 
children  themselves  served  as  worship  leaders,  pianist,  members  of  the  choir,  and 
ushers,  with  Mrs.  Powell  giving  the  talk  each  Sunday.  From  Christmas,  1955, 
when  this  service  was  begun,  till  Easter  she  followed  the  life  of  Christ,  illustrating 
each  talk  with  flannelgraphs.  From  Easter  till  July,  Eunyan's  Pilgrim's  Progress 
was  the  center  of  interest.  As  Mrs.  Powell  gave  the  story,  the  children  read  the 

*The  title  was  changed  in  1959  to  Yearbook. 
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appropriate  Scripture  references.  At  the  end  of  the  time  she  presented  to  each 
child  a  copy  of  Pilgrim  s  Progress. 

There  was  during  seven  months  an  average  attendance  of  forty,  with  an  aver- 
age contribution  to-  the  church  of  $5.19.  Thirteen  children  made  their  professions 
of  faith  at  this  service,  twelve  of  whom  were  received  into  the  Emmanuel  Church. 
These  results  give  evidence  of  the  interest  of  the  children  in  the  services,  into 
which  Mrs.  Powell  put  a  great  deal  of  time  and  thought. 

During  her  last  years,  she  set  the  church  an  example  of  cheerful  determination 
and  fortitude.  Though  crippled  with  arthritis  to  the  point  that  each  step  with  her 
two  canes  was  exceedingly  painful,  nevertheless  she  came  faithfully  to  Sunday 
school  and  church  and  to  class  meetings  until  the  short  illness  preceding  her 
death  on  August  6,  1959.  Her  husband,  as  faithful  in  attendance  as  she,  a  man 
whose  quiet  gentleness  endeared  him  to  the  church,  had  died  three  months  earlier. 

In  spite  of  the  dual  services  and  the*  children's  service,  the  need  for  a  church 
auditorium  grew  more  acute.  Usually  the  chapel  was  still  over-crowded  at  the 
eleven  o'clock  service.  Though  Mr.  Holt  made  no  word  of  complaint,  the  two 
morning  services  were  unduly  taxing  for  a  minister  whose  seven-days-a-week 
program  knew  no  limitation  in  hours.  Moreover,  additional  classes  which  were 
needed  in  the  adult  department  could  not  be  formed  because  there  was  nowhere  for 
them  to  meet.  There  was  space  to  seat  145  in  all  the  adult  classrooms,  and  there 
were  243  on  roll,  with  544  prospects.  The  New  Life  Class,  organized  in  1955  and 
first  taught  by  M.  Y.  Ladd,  used  the  room  in  the  hut  which  the  young  people  va- 
cated when  they  moved  over  to  the  recreation  building.  The  hut  was  literally  falling 
to  pieces.  The  Ruth  Class,  made  up  of  the  younger  members  of  the  Joy  Class  in 
July,  1956,  with  their  teacher,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Beddingfield,  was  in  a  room  too  small 
to  allow  for  any  growth.  Yet  the  debt  incurred  in  the  purchase  of  the  parsonage 
and  the  building  of  the  second  brick  unit  and  the  recreation  building  was  still  too 
large  for  the  church  to  begin  another  building  immediately. 

For  a  time  the  answer  to  the  problem  was  found  in  the  J.  Y.  Joyner  Ele- 
mentary School  on  Xoble  Road,  about  two  blocks  from  the  church  site.  In 
February,  1955,  before  the  dual  services  began,  the  deacons  considered  the  possi- 
bility of  renting  this  schoolhouse,  which  was  to  be  completed  in  September,  but 
hesitated  to  add  the  payment  of  rent  to  the  payment  of  interest  and  principal  of 
the  debt.  Some  doubted  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  the  little  children  in 
Sunday  school  at  one  place  arid  their  parents  at  another.  However,  much  thought 
and  earnest  prayer  was  given  to  the  problem,  and  difficulties  which  had  seemed 
insuperable  were  eventually  smoothed  out.  The  plan  which  the  deacons  were  recom- 
mending was  carefully  explained  to  the  whole  church  weeks  in  advance  of  the 
vote,  and  the  members  discussed  it  informally  among  themselves,  pro  and  con.  On 
Wednesday,  July  11,  the  church  unanimously  voted  to  accept  the  deacons'  recom- 
mendation that  the  J.  Y.  Joyner  School  be  rented  for  $120  a  month,  to  be  used 
for  the  adult  department  of  the  Sunday  school  and  the  eleven  o'clock  church 
service.  All  the  other  meetings  and  activities  were  to  continue  at  the  church  site. 
The  White  Transportation  Company  agreed  to  furnish  a  bus  to  bring  the  children 
and  workers  from  the  church  site  to  the  schoolhouse  for  the  11 :00  o'clock  service 
at  a  fifty  per  cent  discount  from  their  customary  fee  of  ten  dollars  an  hour. 

A  note  in  the  bulletin  of  September  2  concerning  the  move  ran  thus :  "Every 
possible  precaution  has  been  taken  to  meet  adequately  every  detail  involved."  And 
so  it  had.  Every  step  in  the  whole  procedure  was  planned  minutely.  Who  would  be 
at  the  doors  of  the  educational  building  to  receive  the  children  whose  parents  were 
going  on  to  the  schoolhouse,  where  every  class  in  the  new  and  the  rearranged 
quarters  would  meet,  exactly  when  and  where  the  bus  would  load  and  unload, 
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which  classes  would  go  each  trip  and  which  adult  workers — all  this  was  explained 
in  detail  and  discussed  in  the  general  teachers  and  officers'  meeting  and  in  the  de- 
partmental meetings.  In  addition  innumerable  answers  w7erc  given  to  innumerable 
individual  questioners.  With  this  careful  planning  went  the  devout  prayers  of 
pastor  and  congregation  for  God's  guidance  in  this  new  phase  of  the  growth  of 
the  church. 
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THE  GROWTH  OF  THE  CHURCH  II 


"Lengthen  thy  cords,  and  strengthen  thy  stakes."  Isaiah  5^:2 

The  schoolhouse  was  used  Sunday  morning  for  the  first  time  on  September  9, 
1956.  the  sixth  birthday  of  the  church.  Birthdays  are  happy  occasions  for  the' 
Emmanuel  Church,  and  this  one  was  especially  so — a  day  of  joyous  excitement. 
Everything  went  smoothly  as  planned.  An  occasional  child  was  dismayed  not  to 
find  his  mother  the  moment  he  clambered  from  the  bus;  an  occasional  mother 
wondered  why  her  child  did  not  come  on  the  first  bus;  but  these  slight  confusions 
were  swiftly  settled. 

Goals  had  been  set  for  attendance  and  offering,  450  for  the  Sunday  school 
attendance  and  $1500  for  the  total  offering.  They  were  not  quite  reached;  Em- 
manuel Church  always  sets  its  goals  optimistically  high.  However,  as  both  at- 
tendance and  offering  broke  the  highest  previous  records — ±31  were  present  in 
Sunday  school,  with  -$1,279.21  contributed — no  one  was  really  disappointed.  More 
than  300  were  in  the  eleven  o'clock  church  service — a  congregation  far  larger  than 
any  previous  one.  The  pastor's  sermon  "A  Growing  Challenge"  must  have  led 
to  new  resolutions  and  strengthened  determinations  in  many  hearts. 

The  evening  service  with  a  congregation  which  almost  filled  the  chapel  was  a 
fitting  end  to  the  day.  The  church  unanimously  voted  to  adopt  for  1957  a  budget 
of  $3>,000.  TLe  increase  of  $7,000  over  the  preceding  annual  budget  was  the 
largest  which  had  ever  been  made  in  a  single  year.  Hence  the  evening  sermon,  UA 
Good  Steward."  was  as  timely  as  that  of  the  morning.  Four  deacons  were  elected 
at  this  service,  two  to  fill  the  places  of  two  whose  term  had  expired,  two  to  in- 
crease the  diaconate  from  nine  to  eleven — its  present  number. 

One  of  the  objections  raised  to  the  use  of  the  school  auditorium  for  the  Sunday 
morning  service  was  the  difficulty  of  having  hi  the  service  the  spirit  of  reverential 
worship  associated  with  a  place  used  solely  for  religious  gatherings,  no  matter 
how  plain  and  bare  such  a  place  might  be.  The  school  auditorium,  more  than 
twice  as  large  as  the  dear  and  familiar  chapel,  is  above  the  school  cafeteria.  As 
the  worshipper  entered  the  building  from  the  parking  area  in  the  rear  he  saw 
through  the  cafeteria  windows  the  chairs  stacked  on  the  tables.  An  aquarium 
greeted  him  at  the  top  of  the  stairs.  The  walls  of  the  entrance  hall  were  covered 
with  scientific  exhibits  and  with  pictures  and  poems  by  pupils  in  the  various 
grades.  All  these  were  interesting — especially  to  the  fond  parents — and  helped  to 
bridge  for  the  adults  the  half-hour  interval  between  Sunday  school  and  church, 
an  interval  necessary  for  bringing  the  children  and  the  officers  and  teachers  from 
the  church  site  to  the  schoolhouse.  But  they  did  not  remind  one  of  "the  beauty  of 
holiness."  The  auditorium  itself  was  well  ventilated  and  well  heated,  with  reason- 
ably comfortable  folding  chairs.  But  the  curtained  stage  with  a  reading  stand 
and  school  chairs  instead  of  pulpit  furniture  suggested  reading  and  writing  and 
arithmetic  rather  than  anthems  and  sermons. 

Xevertheless,  in  the  hymns  and  anthems,  the  Scripture  reading  and  prayers, 
the  offering  and  the  sermon,  the  congregation  forgot  their  week-day  surroundings. 
From  the  first  Sunday  they  realized  that  a  school  auditorium  can  be  truly  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  to  which  they  went  with  gladness. 

The  beauty  of  the  music — and  hence  the  reverence  of  the  worshippers — was 
greatly  increased  in  September,  1957,  when  Margaret  Johnson  gave  to  the  church 
a  Hammond  Concert  organ.  The  church  had  in  1955  bought  a  smaller  organ  and 
a  piano  for  use  in  the  chapel.  But  for  the  music  of  the  Sunday  morning  church 
service,  in  which  an  organ  is  most  important,  there  was  only  the  school  piano. 
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Hfince  Miss  Johnson's  gracious  gift  was  most  opportune.  Tho  organ  was  placed  on 
a  movable  platform,  so  that  it  in  no  way  interfered  with  the  week  day  use  of 
the  auditorium  by  the  public  school.  Miss  Johnson,  a  social  worker  with  the 
Chicago  Child  Care  Society,  is  the  niece  of  Mrs.  J.  Clyde  Turner,  of  Raleigh, 
who  made  a  generous  gift  to  the  church  in  its  first  year  and  who  has  more  than 
once  taught  a  study  course  for  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society.  Dr.  Turner,  who 
was  for  thirty-seven  years  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Greensboro,  gave 
the  charge  to  the  first  deacons  ordained  in  the  Emmanuel  Church  and  has  several 
times  since  preached  for  the  church. 

Other  gifts  have  also  enriched  the  life  of  the  church  and  increased  its  useful- 
ness. Various  people  outside  the  church  have  made  gifts  on  special  occasions  and 
for  special  needs.  Two  members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  have  contributed 
regularly  to  the  church  building  fund  from  the  beginning — one  twice  a  year,  the 
other  every  month. 

There  have  also  been  special  gifts  made  by  members  of  the  Emmanuel  Church. 
In  March,  1955,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Stevens  gave  vestments  to  the  choir, 
most  of  which  Mrs.  Stevens  herself  made. 

In  memory  of  their  twin  daughters,  Elizabeth  Fay  and  Phyllis  Kay,  who 
died  in  infancy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  E.  Chamblee  gave  to  the  church  in  February, 
1956,  a  silver  vase  of  design  and  size  suitable  for  church  use.  They  presented  it 
filled  with  flowers.  Many  times  this  vase  has  enhanced  the  beauty  of  flowers  given 
in  memory  of  loved  ones.  In  March,  1959,  also  in  memory  of  the  twins,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chamblee  gave  a  baptismal  robe  for  the  pastor's  use — a  gift  filling  a  need 
which  had  existed  since  the  converts  in  the  first  meeting  held  in  the  hut  were 
baptized. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  IE  Davis  also  made  a  gift  in  memory  of  their  baby 
daughter  Patricia  Anne,  who  was  in  their  home  less  than  two  years.  The  tape 
recorder  which  they  gave  in  July,  1955,  is  of  inestimable  value  to  the  shut-ins  of 
tho  chur'ch.  The  eleven  o'clock  service  is  recorded  each  Sunday  morning,  and  at 
pre-arranged  times  the  recording  is  taken  to  the  different  homes  where  there  is  an 
invalid,  then  is  picked  up  the  next  day.  Thus  during  the  week  it  reaches  all  the 
shut-ins.  They  Avelcome  the  opportunity  not  only  to  hear  the  service  but  also  to 
have  a  visit  from  the  church  member  who  brings  or  picks  up  the  machine.  Among 
those  to  whom  the  recordings  go  is  Mrs.  Piner,  Mrs.  Jordan's  mother,  who  is  at 
Mayview  Convalescent  Home.  Other  patients  caught  snatches  of  the  service,  and 
asked  to  hear  it  also.  Hence  each  Wednesday  evening  the  recording  is  given  in 
the  living  room  of  Mayview. 

A  number  of  people  help  with  this  work,  but  the  person  who  was  most  faithful 
and  who  devoted  most  time  to  it  was  John  L.  Holloway — charter  member,  and 
superintendent  of  the  extension  department  of  the  Sunday  school.  Since  his  sudden 
death  on  September  6,  1958,  Mr.  Holloway  has  been  greatly  .issed  by  the  entire 
church,  but  especially  by  those  to  whom  he  was  so  regular  and  so  welcome  a  visitor. 

Soon  after  the  move  to  the  schoolhouse  was  made,  the  fall  revival  took  place, 
with  the  Reverend  J.  D.  Williams,  of  Mt.  Holly,  as  the  visiting  minister.  In 
April,  1957,  the  Reverend  R.  Edward  Gordon;  missionary  to  the  Phillipines, 
held  the  meeting.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon  had  in  the  preceding  October  come  to  the 
church,  Mr.  Gordon  preaching  at  the  morning  service,  Mrs.  Gordon  speaking  for 
tho  Woman's  Missionary  Society  in  the  evening.  In  October  of  the  same  year,  Dr. 
J.  L.  Mayo,  of  Smithfield,  preached,  with  Mr.  Harold  Shoemaker,  minister  of 
music  and  education  in  the  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church  of  this  city,  assisting  in 
the  music.  The  revival  in  the  spring  of  1958  was  held  by  the  Reverend  Homer  E. 
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Bradey,  of  Jonesville,  with  the  Reverend  Joseph  O.  Stroud,  Secretary  of  the  De- 
partment of  Music  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  in  charge  of  the  music.  In 
the  fall  there  was  a  departure  from  the  customary  plan — the  church  had  a  revival 
month.  Each  Sunday  in  October  was  a  special  revival  day,  and  Mr.  Holt's  sermons 
all  had  a  fervent  evangelistic  emphasis.  This  spring  (1959)  the  Reverend  Irby 
Jackson,  pastor  of  the  Immanuel  Baptist  Church  of  Greenville  came  to  the  Em- 
manuel Baptist  Church  for  the  revival.  As  has  been  the  custom  from  the  begin- 
ning, cottage  prayer  meetings  and  visitations  precede  these  special  seasons. 

The  attendance  at  these  revivals  grew  until  the  services  each  week-night  as 
well  as  the  Sunday  services  had  to  be  held  in  the  schoolhouse  instead  of  the  w 
chapel.  After  each  revival  there  have  been  from  ten  to  twenty-five  additions  to hf 
the  church.  Also  from  Sunday  to  Sunday  there  are  usually  responses  when  the] 
pastor  opens  the  doors  of  the  church,  for  in  his  preaching  he  makes  clear  and 
appealing  the  way  of  salvation  and  the  joy  of  the  Christian  life. 

Thus  the  growth  of  the  church  has  continued  steadily.  The  membership  of 
488  reported  to  the  Association  on  October  1,  1956,  had  grown  to  564  in  1957  and 
to  636  in  1958.  At  present  (October,  1959)  there  are  656  members. 

Contributions  to  the  church  have  grown  correspondingly.  Eor  1957,  as  has 
been  said,  the  budget  was  $38,000;  for  1958  it  was  $44,000;  for  1959,  it  was 
$48,500.00.  This  budget  was  adopted  on  the  eighth  birthday  of  the  church,  Septem- 
ber 14,  1958;  and  on  that  day  the  offering  was  the  largest  the  church  had  ever 
made  in  one  day — $1483.70.  The  account  of  the  day  in  the  Messenger  of  Septem- 
ber 16  ended  thus :  "You  can  see  why  the  pastor  is  whistling  the  Doxology  this 
week."  Each  year  the  budget  adopted  is  large  enough  to  be  challenging;  some- 
times large  enough  for  a  few  loyal  but  cautious  members  to  ivonder  if  it  can  be 
raised.  Some  years  the  contributions  do  go  slightly  below  the  budget,  other  years 
slightly  above.  But  never  yet  has  the  church  failed  to  meet  its  obligations.  Once 
in  a  while  it  has  been  able  to  double  the  monthly  payment  due  the  Raleigh 
Savings  and  Loan  Association. 

More  than  any  others,  the  deacons  share  with  the  pastor  the  responsibilities 
of  the  church.  A  study  of  the  minutes  shows  that  they  work  closely  together 
planning  for  the  immediate  and  the  more  distant  future  of  the  church.  L.  W. 
Garrett  was  chairman  in  1957,  P.  D.  Spell  in  1958,  and  R.  E.  Thompson  in  1959. 
Each  year  the  deacons  elect  as  chairman  a  member  who  has  never  served  in  thai 
capacity  before,  and  each  year  some  of  the  vacancies  are  filled  by  men  who  have 
never  before  served  as  deacons. 

This  division  of  responsibility  is  one  of  the  guiding  principles  in  the  selectior 
of  workers  in  the  church  and  all  its  organizations.  The  importance  of  the  nominat 
ing  committee  cannot  be  over-estimated.  Beginning  in  July,  they  have  frequem 
meetings  which  last  for  hours.  The  duties  involved  in  each  place  of  leadership 
no  matter  how  small,  the  qualifications  of  the  person  or  persons  being  discusser 
for  each  position  as  well  as  the  other  church  duties  he  is  being  asked  to  assume—1 
all  these  are  carefully  considered. 

The  list  of  workers  from  the  1959  issue  of  the  Yearbook*  is  of  interest  as  ai 
indication  of  the  number  and  variety  of  the  fields  of  service  the  church  offers  an( 
the  number  of  people  working  in  these  fields. 


Ch 


♦The  Yearbook,  which  had  been  heretofore  mimeographed,  was  for  1959  printed  by  th 
kindness  of  Mr.  Frank  Cowan. 
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CHURCH  OFFICERS 


PASTOR  —  L.  D.  Holt 

MUSIC-EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  —  R.  Willis  Abernethy 

CHURCH  SECRETARY  —  Mrs.  Harold  Cole 

CLERK  —  John  H.  Davis 

TREASURER  —  A.  E.  Beddingfield 

ORGANIST  —  R.  Willis  Abernethy 

PIANIST  —  Mrs.  Alton  Strickland 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT  —  F.  Shelby  Alford 
TRAINING  UNION  DIRECTOR  —  A.  L.  Strickland 
W.M.U.  PRESIDENT  —  Mrs.  H.  M.  Goodwin 
BROTHERHOOD  PRESIDENT  —  Paul  Williams 

TRUSTEES 

Miss  Ethel  Sorrell  Mr.  R.  E.  Thompson  Mr.  Harold  Cole 

DEACONS 

Chairman  —  R.  E.  Thompson  Vice  Chairman  —  Jerome  Melton 

Secretary — Bill  Stines 
(Terms  Expiring  September  30,  1959) 
N.  R.  Howell,  Paul  Brooks,  R.  E.  Thompson,  and  J.  H.  Melton 
(Terms  Expiring  September  30,  1960) 
R.  K.  Jones,  David  Bishop,  and  A.  L.  Strickland 
(Terms  Expiring  September  30,  1961) 
Kenneth  Barbour,  W.  T.  Golightly,  A.  T.  Powell,  and  Bill  Stines 


COMMITTEES 

ASSOCIATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Rev.  L.  D.  Holt  and  Alton  L.  Strickland 

BUILDING  AND  EQUIPMENT  COMMITTEE 

Chairman — Alton  Strickland,  Rex  Jones,  L.  W.  Garrett,  Dr.  Mary  Lynch  Johnson, 
Mrs.  L.  D.  Holt,  P.  D.  Spell,  and  F.  S.  Alford 

CHURCH  ORDINANCES 
Baptism:  Chairman — E.  E.  Stephenson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  E.  Chamblee 
Lord's  Supper:  Chairman —  Mrs.  W.  T.  Blackmon,  Mrs.  Phil  Ohamblee, 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Blackwell 

CHURCH  PROPERTY 

Chairman — L.  W.  Garrett,  Alton  Strickland,  Paul  'Williams,  E.  E.  Stephenson, 
C.  W.  Jones,  H.  M.  Goodwin,  Rex  Jones,  Ed  Home,  John  Davis,  Wade  Kemp,  George 
Poythress,  W.  J.  Vinson,  Harold  Sledd,  Russell  Bullock,  W.  H.  Stevenson,  C.  B. 
Craven,  Archie  Ward,  A.  T.  Powell,  C.  A.  Pruitt,  Paul  Brooks,  Ernest  Hill,  and 
N.  R.  Howell. 

FLOWER  COMMITTEE 

Chairman — Mrs.  W.  J.  Vinson,  Mrs.  F.  B.  Home,  Mrs.  E.  P.  Raynor,  and 

Mrs.  J.  W\  Keith 

KITCHEN  COMMITTEE 

Chairman — Mrs.  Calvin  Medlin,  Mrs.  Ed  Home,  Mrs.  T.  W.  Blackmon, 
and  Intermediate  Girls 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE 

Chairman — Mrs.  J.  H.  Melton,  Miss  Ethel  Sorrell,  Dr.  Mary  L.  Johnson, 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Murray,  and  Miss  Mary  Alice  Davis 

MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE 

Chairman — N.  J.  Pait,  Dr.  Mary  L.  Johnson,  and  P.  D.  Spell 

MUSIC  COMMITTEE 

Chairman — R.  E.  Thompson,  Mrs.  N.  J.  Pait,  Mrs.  Rex  Jones,  and  P.  D.  Spell 
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NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

Chairman — N.  R.  Howell,  Mrs.  T.  W.  Blackmon,  Mrs.  Phil  Chamblee,  R.  L.  Crotts, 
O.  L.  Young,  E.  E.  Stephenson,  W.  R.  Stephenson,  and  Kenneth  Barbour 

NURSERY  COMMITTEE 

Chairman — Mrs.  W.  L.  Strickland,  Mrs.  John  Davis,  Mrs.  Oscar  Elmore, 
Mrs.  William  Watson,  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Stroud 

PUBLICITY  AND  PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 

Chairman — Mrs.  Harold  Cole,  Mrs.  John  Holloway,  and  Charlie  Morris 

PULPIT  SUPPLY  COMMITTEE 

Chairman — David  Bishop,  Dr.  Mary  L.  Johnson,  N.  J.  Pait  and  Rev.  Alphonso  Jordan 

SOCIAL  AND  RECREATION  COMMITTEE 

Chairman — C.  W.  Jones,  Charles  Nordan,  Paul  Williams,  E.  E.  Stephenson, 
Marjorie  Hardee,  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Bass 

USHER  AND  WELCOME  COMMITTEE 

Chairman — A.  T.  Powell,  Cecil  Capps,  Randall  Nobles,  Norman  Walker,  E.  S. 
Thornton,  Ernest  Hill,  E,  C.  Creech,  James  Creech,  Ed  King,  John  Clark,  Horace 
Pace,  Glenn  Flinchum,  Oscar  Elmore,  Bob  Ruiz,  Phil  Chamblee,  George  Poythress, 
Brantley  Booker,  Harold  Sledd,  W,  Eugene  Johnson,  O.  L.  Young,  Chas.  B.  Craven, 
Paul  Williams,  R.  L.  Crotts,  Ralph  Moore,  Jr.,  and  Wade  Kemp 

VISUAL  AIDS  COMMITTEE 

Chairman — P.  D.  Spell,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Wrape,  and  Fenner  Watkins 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

GENERAL  OFFICERS 

Superintendent    F.  Shelby  Alford 

Superintendent  Enlistment  and  Visitation    Rex  Jones 

Superintendent  Literature    W.  L.  Munns 

Nursery  Coordinator    Mrs,  J.  O.  Stroud 

Secretary   Mrs.  Ned  Frazier 

Assistant  Secretary    E.  P.  Raynor 

V.  B.  S.  Principal   Rev.  L.  D.  Holt 

Associate  Principal  R.  Willis  Abernethy 

ADULT  DEPARTMENT 

Superintendent    P.  D.  Spell 

Secretary    A.  E.  Beddingneld 

Pianist   :   Mrs.  Alton  Strickland 

Assistant  Pianist    Mrs.  C.  E.  Stevens 

Teachers: 

Ruth  Class   Mrs.  A.  E.  Beddingneld 

Joy  Class    Mrs.  C.  E.  Stevens 

Dorcas  Class   

Elevian  Class    Mrs.  R.  E.  Thompson 

Friendly  Class    Dr.  Mary  Lynch  Johnson 

Assistant  Teachers:  Mrs.  H.  M.  Goodwin,  Mrs.  Alphonso  Jordan,  Mrs.  Henry 
Powell,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Craven 

Fellowship  Class    Mr.  R.  L.  Massey 

Byrd  Class   Mr.  N.  J.  Pait 

Keystone  Class    Mr.  N.  R.  Howell 

New  Life  Class    Mr.  A.  W.  Otwell 

Baraca  Class    Mr.  David  Bishop 

Ready  Class  Mr.  Oscar  Elmore 

Assistant  Teachers  —  Mr.  Alton  Strickland,  Rev.  C.  E.  Stevens,  Mr.  Glenn 
Flinchum,  Mr.  W.  R.  Barbour 

YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  DEPARTMENT 

Superintendent    Mrs.  G.  L.  Wall 

Associate  Superintendent  and  Secretary  Mr.  Richard  Purser 

Teachers: 

Ladies'  Class  Mrs.  Robert  Ruiz 

Men's  Class    Mr.  Ned  Frazier 
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INTERMEDIATE  DEPARTMENT 

Superintendent   Mrs.  L.  D.  Holt 

Associate  Superintendent  and  Secretary    Mr.  Archie  Ward 

Pianist    Intermediate  Girls 

Teachers: 

Girls'  Class  Mrs.  A.  T.  Powell 

Girls'  Class    Mrs.  L.  W.  Garrett 

Girls'  Class    Mrs.  H.  E.  Byrd 

Assistant  Teachers  Mrs.  Jake  Vinson,  Mrs.  Harold  Cole 

Boys'  Class   Mr.  R.  L.  Crotts 

Boys'  Class    Mr.  H.  H.  Anderson 

Boys'  Class  Mr.  W.  S.  Brannan 

Boys'  Class    Mr.  Robert  Ruiz 

Assistant  Teacher   Mr.  A.  J.  Bass 

JUNIOR  II  DEPARTMENT 

Superintendent   Mr.  H.  L.  Clement 

Associate  Superintendent  and  Secretary  Mrs.  O.  L.  Young 

Pianist    Miss  Betsy  Clement 

Teachers: 

Girls'  Class    Mrs.  J.  A.  Murray 

Girls'  Class    Mrs.  W.  T.  Golighitly 

Girls'  Class    Mrs.  C.  H.  Johnson 

Assistant  Teacher    Mrs.  C.  L.  Ellington 

Boys'  Class    Mr.  E.  E.  Stephenson 

Boys'  Class  _.  Mr.  Ernest  Hill 

Boys'  Class    Mr.  Charles  Allen 

Assistant  Teachers    Mr.  R.  P.  Baucom,  Mr.  W.  C.  Dean 

JUNIOR  I  DEPARTMENT 

Superintendent    Mrs.  Rex  Jones 

Associate  Superintendent  and  Secretary    Mrs.  Rachel  Stevens 

Pianist    Mrs.  Pauline  Fish 

Teachers: 

Girls'  Class    Mrs.  T.  B.  Bradshaw 

Girls'  Class    Mrs.  Lyndell  Baker 

.   Girls'  Class    Mrs.  Joseph  Weaver 

Assistant  Teacher   Mrs.  V.  A.  Martin 

Boys'  Class    Mr.  H.  M.  Goodwin 

Boys'  Class   Mr.  J.  A.  Murray 

Boys'  Class   Mr.  C.  R.  Johnson 

Assistant  Teacher    Mr.  H.  C.  Watkins 

PRIMARY  II  DEPARTMENT 

Superintendent    Mrs.  M.  H.  Lee 

Associate  Superintendent    Mrs.  Mary  Baker 

Secretary    Mr.  William  Watson 

Pianist   Miss  Betsy  Clement 

Teachers  —  Mrs.  Cecil  Capps,  Mrs.  Carrie  Trotter,  Mrs.  Mary  Baker,  Mrs.  C.  S. 

Norwood,  Mrs.  E.  J.  Reddish,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Gay,  Mrs.  James  Lamb,  Mrs.  Marion 

Taylor. 

Assistant  Teachers  —  Mrs.  Curtis  Smith,  Mrs.  Wade  Kemp,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Watkins 

PRIMARY  I  DEPARTMENT 

Superintendent    Mrs.  Paul  Brooks 

Associate  Superintendent    Mrs.  Walter  Strickland 

Secretary    Mrs.  Frank  Pruitt 

Pianist    Miss  Ethel  Sorrell 

Teachers  —  Mrs.  R.  L.  Crotts,  Mrs.  Ernest  Hill,  Mrs.  A.  W.  Otwell,  Mrs.  W.  K. 

Whitley,  Mrs.  Walter  Strickland 
Assistant  Teacher    Mrs.  George  Poythress 

BEGINNER  II  DEPARTMENT 

Superintendent    Mrs.  Glenn  Flinchum 

Associate  Superintendent  and  Secretary    Mrs.  Ralph  Moore 

Pianist   Mrs.  R.  P.  Baucom 

Teachers  —  Mrs.  Russell  Bullock,  Mrs.  David  Bishop,  Miss  Linda  Gosnell,  Mrs. 

R.  P.  Baucom,  Mrs.  Claude  Johnson 
Assistant  Teacher    Mrs.  C.  B.  Bass 
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BEGINNER  I  DEPARTMENT 

Superintendent  Mrs.  C.  W.  Jones 

Associate  Superintendent    Mrs  L  G  Wa~kirs 

Secreoar;  and      rust   :.:rs  C  ?.  Johnson 

.eachers  —  Mrs    1    G    vVatuirs    Mrs    Ge~ald  3arrour    Mr;    W    z    ;  hnsor. 
Mrs.  C.  5.  Pruitt.  Mrs.  W  A 

NURSERY  V  DEPARTMENT 

Superintendent  Mrs.  Horace  Pace 

Associate  Superintendent   Mrs  Hc'cerc  Block^e'l 

Secretary     Mr  Gerald  Barbour 

Teachers  —  Mrs.  J.  E.  Reaves,  Mrs.  F.  S.  Alford,  Mrs.  Robert  Blackwell 

NURSERY  TV  DEPARTMENT 

Superintendent    Mrs.  Albert  Radford 

Ass:         Supcrmtencent      Mrs  .-  :  r  .-:  *7. "ithersorn 

Teachers  —  Mrs.  J.  B.  Hooks,  Mr.  Ralph  Yelverton,  Mrs.  Ralph  Yelverton 

NURSERY  III  DEPARTMENT 

7-u. -~s  Z.  c.  Creeor  Mrs  M  D^ri'Sern 

NURSERY  II  DEPARTMENT 

Superintendent     Mrs  Ned  Rash 


i eachers  -   Mrs  -  orrell  3:'.'.}.:::  Mrs  C  1  Ycung 

NURSERY  I  DEPARTMENT 

Superintendent    Mrs.  Archie  Ward 

leathers  —  Mrs  Model  Hardee  Mrs   J  1  Nor  dan  Mrs  I  I  Stephenson 


CRADLE  ROLL  DEPARTMENT 


A : s .         Superintend  .::    Mrs  William  Watson 

Visitor  Mrs.  Wilbur  Munns 

EXTENSION  DEPARTMENT 

Superintendent  Mr.  N.  R.  Howell 

Secretary    Mrs.  John  Hollo wav 

Visitors   :.rr  W.  7.  Goliohclv.  Mr.  z.  ?  Ravncr 


TRAINING  UNION 


GENERAL  OFFICERS 

Director  Alton  Strickland 

Secretary  Mrs.  Carrie  Trotter 

ADULT  DEPARTMENT 

Director    Kenneth  Barbour 

Associate  Director   P.  D.  Spell 

Pianist  Mrs.  M.  H.  Lee 

Chorister  _     A.  W.  Otwell 

YOUNG  PEOPLE  S  DEPARTMENT 

Counselor   Mrs  R.  P.  Baucom 

INTERMEDIATE  DEPARTMENT 

Director  Mrs.  J.  H.  Melton 

Secretary   _   George  Ptvthress 

le^ tiers     Bill  Somes  lies.  R.  E.  Thompson 

Associate  Leaders   Mrs.  Bill  Stines.  L.  W.  Garrett 

JUNIOR  II  DEPARTMENT 

Director  J.  H.  Melton 

Secretarv   Paul  Brx>ks 

Leaders  Mrs.  L.  D.  Holt,  Mrs.  Harold  Cole,  Mrs.  Earle  Frazier 

Ass:::ote  Leoders      Pool  Williams.  Mr.  Earle  Zrazier 

JUNIOR  I  DEPARTMENT 

Director    Mrs.  T.  W.  Under 

Secretarv   David  Bishop 

Leaders'   Mrs  D~ are  Johnson  Mrs  Lor. rue  Poole 

Associate  Leaders    Mr.  Robert  Kerr,  Mr.  Robert  Ruiz 
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PRIMARY  III  DEPARTMENT 

Director    Mrs.  John  Davis 

Associate  Directors   Mrs.  Harold  Sledd,  Mr.  Harold  Sledd 

PRIMARY  II  DEPARTMENT 

Director   Mrs.  Alton  Strickland 

Associate  Directors  Mrs.  Mary  Baker,  Mr.  Ed  King 

PRIMARY  I  DEPARTMENT 

Director    Mr.  John  Davis 

Associate  Directors   Mrs.  S.  C.  Holton,  Mrs.  R.  N.  Doster 

BEGINNER  DEPARTMENT 

Director    Mrs.  N.  J.  Pait 

Associate  Director  Miss  Catherine  Welborn 

NURSERY  III  DEPARTMENT 

Leaders  Mrs.  Joseph  Stroud,  Mrs.  N.  R.  Howell,  Muss  Mary  Alice  Davis 

NURSERY  II  DEPARTMENT 

Leaders    Mrs.  L.  G.  Watkins,  Mr.  E.  E.  Stephenson 

NURSERY  I  DEPARTMENT 

Leaders    Mrs.  Russell  Bullock,  Miss  Marjorie  Hardee 


WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION 

President   

Enlistment  Vice  President 
Program  Vice  President  .... 
Recording  Secretary   

FUNDAMENTALS: 

Mission  Study  Chairman   

Stewardship  Chairman   

Prayer  Chairman   

Community  Missions  Chairman 

Publications  Chairman   

Publicity  Chairman   

Social  Chairman   

Nominating  Committee  Chairman  .. 
Third  Jubilee  Advance  Chairman  ... 

CIRCLE  CHAIRMEN: 


Gordon   Mrs.  J.  W.  Keith 

Snow    Mrs.  George  Poythress 

Stevens  Mrs.  J.  A.  Baker 

Powell    Mrs.  Wade  Kemp 

Johnson   Mrs.  C.  B.  Craven 

Miles   Mrs.  Harold  Cole 

Nowell    Mrs.  N.  J.  Pait 

Extension    Mrs.  P.  E.  Chamblee 

Pianist    Mrs.  A.  L.  Strickland 

Chorister  Mrs.  A.  E.  Beddingfield 

Yearbook  Chairman    Miss  Catherine  Welborn 

SUNBEAMS 

Director   Mrs.  W.  T.  Golightly 

4  year  olds  Mrs.  Gerald  Barbour,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Jones 

5  year  olds   Mrs.  H.  L.  Sledd,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Gay 

6  year  olds   Mrs.  K.  L.  Barbour,  Miss  Catherine  Welborn 

7  year  olds    Mrs.  W.  C.  Dean,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Crotts 

8  year  olds  Mrs.  T.  B.  Bradshaw,  Mrs.  Basil  Rimmer,  Mrs.  T.  W.  Blackmon 

Nursery    Mrs.  R.  F.  Watkins,  Mrs.  Bill  Stines 


Mrs.  H.  M.  Goodwin 
Mrs.  P.  E.  Chamblee 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Strickland 
  Mrs.  C.  B.  Bass 


  Mrs.  L.  W.  Garrett 

  Mrs.  John  Davis 

  Mrs.  Paul  Brooks 

 Mrs.  W.  L.  Munns 

Mrs.  Alphonso  Jordan 

  Mrs.  L.  R.  Poole 

  Mrs.  T.  W.  Linder 

  Mrs.  J.  A.  Baker 

....  Mrs.  C.  S.  Norwood 
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GIRLS'  AUXILIARY 


Director 


  Mrs.  L.  D.  Holt 

  Mrs.  G.  L.  Wall,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Pruitt 

  Mrs.  Robert  Massey,  Mrs.  Cecil  Capps 

Mrs.  Robert  Ruiz.  Mrs.  Walter  Kit.  Mrs.  Ernest  Crowder 
  Mrs.  L.  D.  Holt,  Mrs.  Oscar  Elmore 


9  year  olds   

10  year  olds   

11-12  year  olds 
13-16  year  olds 


Directors 


YOUNG  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 

 Mrs.  W.  L.  Strickland,  Mrs.  H.  R.  Clement 


BROTHERHOOD 


President   

Program  Vice  President  

Activities  Vice  President  

Membership  Vice  President 

Pianist  _ 

Chorister     

Secretary  and  Treasurer   


Eugene  Johnson 
R.  E.  Thompson 


P.  H.  Williams 


David  Bishop 
..  A.  T.  Powell 


A.  W.  Otwell 
C.  W.  Jones 


Social  Committee  Kenneth  Barbour,  Charles  Nordan,  Wade  Kemp,  E.  B.  Home 


The  350  positions  are  distributed  among  293  people.  The  350  does  not  include 
the  large  number  of  people  who  have  positions  and  responsibilities  for  periods 
less  than  a  year.  Nor  does  it  include  the  officers  of  organized  classes  or  the  119 
members  of  the  six  choirs. 

These  choirs  fill  an  important  place  in  the  church  life.  As  has  been  noted,  Miss 
Corbett  (now  Mrs.  Wayne  Moss)  became  the  director  of  the  children's  choirs 
which  Mr.  Thompson  had  organized.  When  she  married  in  January,  1958,  and 
moved  away  from  Raleigh,  there  was  a  brief  interval  in  which  Mrs.  Harold  Cole, 
with  the  help  of  other  ladies  in  the  church,  became  responsible  for  this  phase  of 
the  work.  In  March  Howard  Seymour,  of  Concord,  began  his  work  as  minister  of 
music  and  education.  Mr.  Seymour,  like  his  predecessor,  had  recently  been  gradu- 
ated from  Wake  Forest.  He  had  just  made  a  good  beginning  of  his  work  when  in 
July  he  was  called  into  military  serv  ice,  though  he  had  been  given  to  understand 
that  he  would  not  be  called  for  several  years. 

The  present  minister  of  music  and  education.  Robert  Willis  Abernethy,  began 
his  work  on  September  15,  195S.  Fortunately,  Mr.  Abernethy  had  just  finished 
his  two  years*  service  in  the  army.  Before  that  time  he  had  received  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Sacred  Music  from  the  Southwestern  Seminary.  He  devotes  his  full 
time  in  summer  to  the  church;  the  rest  of  the  year,  when  he  is  working  toward 
the  B.  D.  degree  at  Southeastern  Seminary,  he  is  on  a  part-time  basis.  The 
graded  choir  system  as  it  is  now  organized,  includes  the  following  choirs : 

Melody  choir — for  boys  and  girls  six  years  of  age.   Twelve  enrolled. 
Cherub  choir — for  boys  and  girls  seven  and  eight  years  of  age. 

Twenty-three  enrolled. 
Carol  Choir — for  junior  girls.  Eighteen  enrolled. 
Crusader  choir — for  junior  boys.  Twenty  enrolled. 
Concord  choir — for  intermediate  boys  and  girls.   Twenty  enrolled. 
Church  choir — for  young  people  and  adults.  Twenty-six  enrolled. 
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Each  choir  rehearses  once  a  week.  The  church  choir  serves  faithfully  at  the 
eleven  o'clock  service  Sunday  morning ;  the  other  choirs  share  the  responsibility 
for  the  other  services.  The  combined  choirs  furnish  the  music  for  the  Thanks- 
giving, Christmas,  and  Easter  seasons.  As  the  six  choirs,  all  whiterobed,  fill  not 
only  the  space  used  by  the  church  choir  but  also  the  space  on  either  side  of  the 
pulpit,  the  beauty  of  the  sight  enhances  the  beauty  of  the  sound.  The  charm  of  the 
small  children  is  especially  heartwarming  to  everyone.  The  earnest  reverence  of 
their  faces  as  they  follow  the  motions  of  the  director  is  appealing,  as  is  the  irre- 
pressible smile  exploding  into  a  giggle  which  occasionally  spreads  from  cherub  to 
cherub. 

The  church  has  often  been  complimented  on  the  quality  of  its  music;  visitors 
have  said  that  the  well-trained  church  choir  would  be  a  credit  to  a  church  much 
larger  and  older  than  this  one.  Mr.  Abernethy  spares  no  effort  to  keep  up  and 
improve  the  quality  of  the  music.  As  a  service  to  the  church  he  gives  free  of  charge 
individual  voice  lessons  to  members  of  the  adult  choir,  and  organ  lessons  to  any 
member  of  the  church  who  has  sufficient  knowledge  of  music  to  profit  by  them 
and  sufficient  interest  to  practice  seven  hours  a  week.  He  has  recently  begun, 
also  without  charge,  a  class  in  accompanying,  which  meets  once  a  week.  In  August 
of  this  past  year  there  was  a  two  weeks'  school  of  church  music,  open  to  everyone 
from  juniors  through  adults,  with  four  sessions  each  week  from  7  :30  to  9  :30.  Such 
service  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Abernethy  goes  far  beyond  the  call  of  duty. 

The  church  has  recently  purchased  300  copies  of  the  Baptist  Hymnal.  In 
addition  to  the  excellent  selection  of  hymns  in  this  book,  an  incidental  advantage 
will  be  having  ''Emmanuel  Baptist  Church"  stamped  in  gold  on  each  copy  rather 
than  "Knightdale"  or  "Bull  Creek,"  as  many  of  the  other  hymnals  were  marked, 
second  hand  copies  which  served  well  this  church  as  they  had  their  original  owners. 

In  a  growing  church  the  position  of  director  of  education  and  music  and  that 
of  church  secretary  could  not  continue  to  be  combined  effectively.  Hence  Mrs. 
Harold  Cole  in  September,  1957,  became  a  part-time  office  assistant.  ISTow  she  is 
employed  as  church  secretary  for  six  hours  a  day,  though  the  pastor  says  that 
frequently  the  six  hours  stretch  to  eight. 

The  number  of  teachers  and  officers  given  in  the  Yearbook  indicates  the 
growth  of  the  Sunday  school  as  do  the  associational  letters  for  1957  and  1958, 
showing  an  enrollment  of  802  and  858  respectively.  In  these  years  Rex  Jones  con- 
tinued to  lead  the  Sunday  school;  Shelby  Alford  is  now  the  superintendent. 
The  enrollment  at  present  (October  1,  1959)  is  800. 

Likewise,  the  increased  number  of  units  and  an  increased  enrollment  show 
the  growth  of  the  Training  Union,  which  since  October,  1956,  has  been  again 
under  the  direction  of  Alton  Strickland.  According  to  the  associational  letters  the 
Training  Union  grew  from  169  in  1956  to  its  present  enrollment  of  263,  divided 
among  12  units  of  the  organization. 

In  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  Mrs.  L.  W.  Garrett  succeeded  Mrs.  Pait  as 
president;  Mrs.  H.  M.  Goodwin,  Mrs.  Garrett's  successor,  is  beginning  her  second 
year  of  service.  This  organization  has  kept  pace  with  the  Sunday  school  and  the 
Trairng  Union.  The  total  enrollment  grew  from  177  in  1956  to  262  at  present. 
Two  new  circles  have  been  added  to  the  missionary  society,  the  Gordon  Circle  in 
1958  and  the  extension  circle  this  year.  Like  the  extension  department  of  the  Sun- 
day school,  this  circle  is  a  tie  between  the  church  and  its  shut-ins,  keeping  them 
aware  of  the  loving  interest  of  their  fellow  members. 


33 


Hie  society  consistently  observes  the  seasons  of  prayer,  and  all  the  units  of 
the  organization  down  through  the  youngest  Sunbeams  have  mission  study  classes 
and  special  offerings.  The  go:il  for  each  offering  in  the  Union  has  been  made 
higher  each  year,  and  never  lias  the  organization  failed  to  reach  its  goal,  often 
exceeding  it.  The  largest  of  these  special  offerings — the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
offering— will  furnish  an  example.  In  1956,  with  $130.00  as  a  goal,  $227.15  was 
contributed;  in  1957.  with  $175.00  as  a  goal,  $330.46  was  contributed;  in  1958 
with  $365.00  as  :i  goal.  $44S.5G  was  contributed. 

To  programs  of  csjK-cial  interest  the  men  of  the  church  are  invited — and 
sometimes  they  come.  On  such  programs  there  are  talks  by  returned  missionaries, 
state  and  south-wide  leaders,  and  other  people  whose  experience  and  ideas  in- 
crease the  members'  knowledge  of  missionaries  and  mission  fields  and  thus  stimulate 
their  interest. 

The  pastor  often  pays  tribute  to  the  influence  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Union.  In  the  Messenger  which  appeared  during  the  W.  M.  S.  Focus  Week  in 
January,  1959,  he  wrote: 

The  healthy  missionary  spirit  of  the  church  can  be  attributed  for  the 
most  part  to  the  ladies  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  who  throughout 
the  history  of  the  church  have  been  giving  our  people  a  mission  con- 
sciousness. 

The  women  themselves  recognize  that  the  church  also  owes  much  of  its  mission 
consciousness  to  the  pastor,  lie  consistently  encourages  every  enterprise  of  the 
W.  M.  U. ;  he  invites  missionaries  to  speak;  his  own  sermons  emphasize  the  im- 
portance of  missions;  in  season  and  out  he  stresses  stewardship.  All  this  helps  to 
develop  a  world-wide  outlook. 

The  Brotherhood  has  no  distinctive  missionary  emphasis  in  its  plan  of  work, 
though  the  Royal  Ambassadors,  which  they  sponsor,  do.  HoAvever  the  men  some- 
times have  missionary  speakers.  Two  members  of  the  Brotherhood  at  prayer  meet- 
ing have  shared  their  experiences  in  mission  territory  with  the  congregation. 
William  Stines  and  his  wife  had  been  members  of  Emmanuel  Church  when  he 
was  a  student  in  State  College.  When  they  again  joined  this  church  on  their  re- 
turn after  his  two  years*  military  service  in  Alaska,  Mr.  Stine  showed  interesting 
pictures  which  he  had  taken  of  Baptist  work  in  Alaska.  The  Reverend  Harold 
Cole,  Secretary  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Student  Union,  recently  took  part 
in  a  preaching  mission  in  Jamaica,  and  his  informative  talk  on  Jamaica  was 
vividly  illustrated  by  slides. 

Paul  H.  Williams  is  president  of  the  Brotherhood,  having  succeeded  Mr. 
Otwell  in  October,  1957.  The  organization  has  grown  from  62  members  in  1956  to 
its  present  membership  of  106.  The  members  undertook  an  important  responsibility 
for  the  three  years  that  the  schoolhousc  was  used.  The  circles  of  the  W.  M.  S. 
have  charge  of  the  nursery  on  Wednesday  evening  and  the  women's  Sunday  school 
classes  on  Sunday  morning  and  evening.  With  the  unassuming  title  of  assistants 
to  the  nursery  workers,  at  least  two  of  the  Brotherhood  each  Sunday  morning 
received  the  little  folk  whose  parents  were  going  on  to  the  schoolhousc;  an  hour 
later  they  saw  that  each  child  who  was  not  staying  in  the  nursery  for  church  was 
safely  placed  on  the  bus.  They  directed  the  traffic  which  was  sometimes  tangled 
because  of  the  protracted  partings  of  timid  children  and  over-solicitous  mothers. 
They  were  ready  to  go  to  the  schoolhousc  for  the  mother  or  father  if  an  emergency 
arose.  Some  of  them  even  helped  the  ladies  serve  the  tots  the  fruit  juice  at  re- 
freshment-time. And  after  church  when  the  last  child,  the  last  parent,  the  last 
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worker  left,  tliey  carefully  closed  the  windows  and  doors  of  the  chapel  building 
before  they  went  home  for  a  well  earned  rest.  Among  the  many  who  helped,  Paul 
Brooks  has  been  outstanding  in  the  faithfulness  and  frequency  of  his  services. 

The  direction  of  traffic  in  the  parking  area  at  the  schoolhouse  was  for  the  three 
years  under  the  expert  guidance  of  C.  W.  Jones.  "Neither  snow  nor  rain  nor  heat" 
kept  Mr.  Jones  from  the  fulfillment  of  that  important  duty. 

The  Brotherhood  with  the  circles  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  assisted 
the  pastor's  wife  in  the  organized  program  of  recreation  for  juniors  and  inter- 
mediates which  began  in  October,  1955,  soon  after  the  completion  of  the  recreation 
building.  At  first  both  groups  met  on  Friday  evenings;  but  soon  so  many  of  both 
ages  came  that  they  were  divided,  the  juniors  meeting  on  Friday  evenings  from 
7  :30  to  9  :0(),  the  intermediates  on  Sunday  afternoons  from  6  :00  to  7  :30.  For  the 
juniors  there  were  games  of  various  sorts — ping-pong,  volley  ball,  badminton,  and 
horseshoes;  there  were  talent  shows,  hay  rides,  tacky  parties,  and  New  Year  and 
Valentino  parties.  Simple  refreshments  were  served.  The  intermediates  had  a  simi- 
lar program,  with  ping-pong  as  the  favorite  game.  The  parents  usually  brought 
refreshments  and  served  as  chaperones  for  the  intermediates. 

After  two  years  this  weekly  recreation  period  was  discontinued.  As  the  children 
were  drawn  into  the  outside  activities  of  the  Joyner  School  and  the  LeRoy  Martin 
Junior  High  School,  both  comparatively  new,  there  was  less  need  of  such  a  project. 

Throughout  the  church  Mrs.  Holt's  work  with  the  children  and  young  people 
is  of  special  significance.  Into  it  go  to  a  marked  degree  whole-hearted  enthusiasm 
and  energy,  together  with  skill  in  organization.  Her  work  as  superintendent  of  the 
intermediate  department  of  the  Sunday  school,  as  director  of  the  intermediate 
Training  Union,  and  as  director  of  the  young  people's  organizations  in  the 
W.  M.  IT.,  as  well  as  her  experience  with  her  own  junior  boy  and  intermediate 
girl  keep  her  in  vital  and  sympathetic  touch  with  young  people  of  all  ages. 

The  withdrawal  of  this  organized  activity  left  plenty  of  recreation  and  social 
life  in  the  church.  The  young  people  in  all  the  organizations  have  their  own  recrea- 
tion and  enjoy  the  same  games  and  parties  that  were  enjoyed  in  the  weekly  recrea- 
tion periods.  The  Royal  Ambassadors  and  the  Training  Unions  have  outings  of 
various  sorts— hamburger  fries  or  weiner  roasts,  sometimes  preceded  by  swimming, 
roller  skating,  or  softball  games.  More  extended  outings  range  from  an  overnight 
camping  trip  for  fathers  and  sons  in  Umstead  Park  to  a  week's  stay  at  Caswell, 
Fruitland,  or  Ridgecrest.  Even  the  Sunbeams  have  their  turn.  In  May,  1958,  five 
of  them  went  to  the  Sunbeam  camp  in  Umtsead  Park;  in  their  Focus  Week  last 
August  one  day  they  went  over  to  Wake  Forest  at  10:00,  had  a  picnic  lunch,  and 
returned  on  the  3  :20  tra^'n.  A  train  trip  is  an  experience  which  some  people  of 
college  age  have  never  had. 

Their  elders  not  only  sponsor  recreation  for  the  younger  folk  and  take  part 
in  mother-daughter  banquets  and  father-son  softball  games,  they  also  have  recrea- 
tion of  their  own.  Picnics,  covered  dish  suppers,  ice  cream  suppers,  and  dinner 
meeting  enliven  the  calendars  of  the  women's  Sunday  school  classes  and  missionary 
circles,  as  weiner  roasts,  steak  fries,  and  barbecues  do  those  of  the  men.  On  many 
such  occasions  husbands  and  wives  are  included.  The  church-wide  picnic,  held  in 
Pullen  Park  in  June,  continues  to  be  the  picnic  for  young  and  old. 

In  1958  an  R.  A.  softball  team  was  promoted  under  the  leadership  of  Gene 
Wilson  which  afforded  the  boys  much  pleasure,  though  they  did  not  enter  a 
league.  This  year,  however,  the  Brotherhood's  softball  team  entered  the  Church 
League  sponsored  by  the  City  Recreation  Department.  Starting  at  the  very 
bottom,  it  ended  the  season  as  the  champion  team.  The  Messenger,  which  week  by 
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week  had  congratulated  the  team  on  its  progress,  in  its  final  congratulation  said 
that  contributing  factors  in  its  success  were  "practice,  determination,  and  liniment." 

That  the  recreation  provided  by  a  church  should  really  re-create  is  an  ideal  of 
Emmanuel  Church.  Serious  discussions  and  devotional  periods  take  place  around 
the  camp  fires.  The  weeks  spent  at  the  assemblies  are  spiritually  fruitful.  In  1958 
not  one  of  the  22  intermediate  girls  who  went  to  Caswell  for  Training  Union 
Week  missed  a  single  program  during  the  entire  time.  Last  summer  42  went,  with 
only  a  few  missing  a  service.  In  1958  four  of  them  dedicated  their  lives  to  definite 
Christian  service;  in  1959  there  were  15  who  re-dedicated  their  lives,  wishing  to 
be  used  in  God's  service.  A  number  of  these  stated  their  desire  to  enter  full-time 
Christian  work. 

One  young  man,  John  Clark,  while  a  member  of  this  church,  felt  the  call  to 
preach.  He  is  now  at  Carson-Newman  in  preparation  for  the  ministry. 

The  22  young  people  who  went  to  Caswell  in  1958  gave  to  the  church  library 
a  book,  Cothern's  I've  Been  Thinking.  The  library  was  first  opened  on  July  16, 
1957,  with  Mrs.  J.  H.  Melton,  chairman  of  the  library  committee,  as  librarian. 
Two  girls,  Virginia  Holloway  and  Patsy  Powell,  aided  her  in  the  work.  Mary 
Alice  Davis  is  now  librarian.  The  library,  located  in  the  space  formerly  used  by 
the  church  choir  in  the  chapel,  is  open  half  an  hour  before  Training  Union  each 
Sunday  and  before  prayer  meeting  each  Wednesday  evening.  Miss  Davis  says 
that  the  library  is  well  used. 

The  Vacation  Bible  School  draws  its  workers  from  the  whole  church.  Care- 
ful plans  are  made  for  it,  and  the  selection  of  workers  begins  in  February.  All 
these  workers  have  a  training  session  before  the  school  opens  in  June.  In  1957 
the  Emmanuel  Vacation  Bible  School  had  the  largest  enrollment  of  any  in  Raleigh, 
342,  with  an  average  attendance  of  291.  The  school  was  that  year  the  subject  of  a 
special  feature  article  in  the  Raleigh  Times.  In  1958  the  school  published  the 
Vacation  Bible  School  Roundup,  with  Diane  Murray  as  editor-in-chief,  with 
Cynthia  Holt  and  Shcryl  Thornton  as  assistant  editors,  and  with  reporters  from 
each  department  of  the  school.  This  publication  with  its  lively  articles  and  clever 
drawings  was  a  revelation  of  how  much  teachers  and  pupils  accomplish.  This 
year,  with  the  pastor  and  his  wife  again  serving  as  principal  and  associate-prin- 
cipal, the  school  had  an  enrollment  of  334  and  an  average  attendance  of  273,  with 
75  workers. 

Fathers  and  mothers  sometimes  come  to  this  church  for  the  first  time  be- 
cause their  children  have  attended  the  Vacation  Bible  School.  These  parents, 
like  all  visitors,  are  cordially  welcomed.  One  of  the  pastor's  favorite  comments  is, 
"You  are  a  stranger  only  once  at  Emmanuel."  Newcomers  often  call  it  a  friendly 
church,  saying  that  in  this  respect  it  is  very  like  a  country  church.  As  they  enter, 
they  feel  this  friendliness  in  the  cordial  handshake  of  Thurston  Powell,  who 
stands  at  the  door.  Church  members  as  well  as  visitors  appreciate  the  warmth  of 
Mr.  Powell's  welcome,  and  on  the  very  rare  occasions  when  he  is  absent,  the 
service  seems  incomplete.  Preceding  Mr.  Powell  in  this  position  was  Luby  Smith, 
whose  faithfulness  to  his  responsibilities  was  just  as  great  and  whose  welcome 
was  just  as  cordial.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  both  charter  members,  moved  in  1955 
to  Florida.  This  country  church  friendliness  is  also  felt  in  the  habit  the  members 
have  of  lingering  after  church  to  talk  to  one  another.  The  visitors  are  quite 
naturally  drawn  into  the  little  groups  talking  together  and  soon  begin  to  feel  at 
home. 

Thus  new  members  come  to  realize  that  the  phrase  church  family  can  well  be 
applied  to  Emmanuel  Church.  Like  any  family  it  has  its  ups  and  downs;  within 
its  membership  differences  of  opinion  and  misunderstandings  sometimes  occur. 
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But  these  are  surface  ripples  which  do  not  really  affect  the  essential  unity  of  the 
church;  the  tie  that  binds  the  hearts  of  the  members  in  Christian  love  is  very 
strong.  In  the  days  of  the  hut,  when  the  membership  was  small,  this  close  relation- 
ship was  to  be  expected.  However,  even  now  with  656  members,  that  tie  exists. 
The  happiness  of  one  brings  widespread  happiness;  the  trouble  or  grief  of  one 
touches  the  hearts  of  many. 

Such  sympathy  finds  practical  expression.  In  homes  where  there  is  illness, 
missionary  circles  and  Sunday  school  classes  prepare  meals  for  the  family.  Some- 
times the  whole  house  will  be  swept  and  dusted,  clothes  will  be  washed  and  ironed, 
children  will  be  taken  out  for  the  afternoon  or  the  day.  When  blood  donors  are 
needed,  the  church  members,  especially  the  men,  are  ready  to  fill  this  need.  Being 
for  the  most  part  neighbors  as  well  as  fellow  church  members,  they  know  one 
another's  need  better  than  a  more  scattered  congregation  could. 

Illness  can  play  havoc  with  even  a  well  balanced  budget.  Men's  and  women's 
organizations  in  the  church  help  out  in  these  emergencies,  sometimes  for  months 
at  a  time.  In  some  cases  the  church  gives  financial  aid  so  long  as  it  is  necessary, 
and  no  one  but  the  pastor  knows  of  the  gift.  A  fund  is  kept  for  such  purposes. 

This  practical  sympathy  extends  beyond  the  Emmanuel  family.  Before  the 
church  was  three  months  old,  it  made  a  contribution  to  the  Good  Will  Center, 
and  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  continues  to  aid  it  in  various  ways.  The 
director,  Catherine  Welborn,  is  a  member  of  the  Emmanuel  Church.  Bedroom 
slippers  and  hospital  jackets  have  been  made  for  St.  Agnes  Hospital,  and  Christ- 
mas stockings  have  been  filled  for  the  children  there.  Visits  were  made  to  the 
Wake  County  Sanatorium  when  it  was  in  Raleigh ;  fruit  and  ice  cream  were 
brought  for  the  patients  and  sometimes  services  were  held  there. 

In  the  Wake  County  Home  the  church  feels  an  especial  interest,  since  the 
preliminary  meeting  in  June,  1950,  was  held  in  the  County  Home  chapel.  With 
their  grounds  adjoining,  the  two  are  next-door  neighbors.  In  the  beginning, 
services  were  sometimes  held  at  the  Home  by  missionary  circles;  since  November, 
1954,  a  service  has  been  held  by  the  church  regularly  the  fourth  Thursday  in  each 
month.  Though  Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  or  Christmas  Eve  may  fall  on  that  day, 
the  service  is  held  without  fail.  The  inmates  also  enjoy  the  room-to-room  visits 
which  different  groups  make  on  occasions,  usually  with  a  treat  of  fruit,  candy,  or 
ice  cream. 

Several  men  from  the  Home  have  joined  the  church,  one  of  whom  deserves 
special  mention,  Marion  Percival  Carroll.  He  was  seventy-five  when  he  became  a 
charter  member.  No  one  ever  loved  the  church  more  than  he,  nor  within  the  limits 
of  his  feeble  strength,  attended  more  faithfully.  When  the  men's  classes  moved 
over  to  the  hut,  coming  to  the  chapel  for  opening  exercises,  going  to  the  hut  for 
classes,  and  coming  back  for  closing  exercises  was  too  strenuous  and  too  confusing 
for  him;  so  he  attached  himself  to  the  Friendly  Class,  as  Mr.  Henry  Powell 
was  to  do  a  few  years  later.  When  Mr.  Carroll  died  on  September  27,  1956,  the 
purse  which  the  Byrd  Bible  Class  had  given  him  was  returned  to  thern,  and  they 
gave  it  to  the  Friendly  Class.  The  small  sum  in  it  served  as  a  nucleus  for  an  extra 
collection  for  the  building  fund  in  his  memory.  The  class  still  uses  the  purse  in 
its  collection  of  funds  for  special  projects,, 

That  use  of  his  money  would  have  pleased  him,  for  he  made  frequent  con- 
tributions to  the  building  fund — sometimes  five  cents,  sometimes  more;  because 
what  little  he  had  he  gave  away.  The  small  sums  of  money  he  received  on  his 
birthday  he  gave  in  various  ways.  Twice  he  sent  a  dollar  to  a  missionary;  once 
he  sent  a  dollar  to  the  Home  for  the  Aging  in  Winston-Salem.  One  birthday  when 
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lie  had  a  dollar  and  a  half,  he  gave  the  half  to  the  building  fund;  the  dollar  he 
gave  to  be  used  for  "some  worthy  girl  trying  to  get  an  education" — his  own  words, 
written  with  his  painfully  shaky  hand.  When  he  went  from  life  to  Life  Eternal, 
the  welcome  of  the  Master  must  have  greeted  him,  "Well  done,  thou  good  and 
faithful  servant;  thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee 
ruler  over  many  things:  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

The  concern  of  the  church  goes  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  community.  The 
Church  World  Service  Clothing  Collection,  the  Junior  Woman's  Club  clothing 
collection,  the  Lion  Club's  toy  collection,  the  Red  Cross  collection  at  the  time  of 
the  Louisiana  storm  disaster — these  causes  and  others  have  been  presented  in  the 
bulletins  and  in  the  Messenger.  Boxes  of  clothing  were  sent  to  Korea  in  1954.  At 
Halloween  in  1057  the  children  of  the  church  joined  in  the  nation-wide  effort  to 
substitute  for  the  treat  in  their  "Trick  or  Treat"  frolic  a  contribution  to  the 
Children's  Emergency  Fund  of  the  United  Nations.  When  the  Emmanuel  children 
started  early  and  came  back  to  the  church  after  their  collection,  hot  chocolate  and 
doughnuts  were  served  them  and  a  prize  given  for  the  most  original  costume.  Then 
they  were  urged  to  doff  their  costumes  and  go  in  a  body  to  the  revival  meeting 
which  was  in  progress  that  week. 

By  its  participation  not  only  in  benevolences  outside  the  denomination  but  in 
various  events  which  take  place  in  Raleigh,  the  church  broadens  its  outlook.  It 
joins  in  the  sunrise  Easter  service  and  in  the  city-wide  singing  of  Christmas  carols 
in  the  Capitol  Square,  both  sponsored  by  the  Raleigh  Ministerial  Association. 
It  also  co-operates  in  the  evening  service  in  observance  of  Reformation  Sunday, 
sponsored  by  the  same  association.  The  bulletins  and  the  Messenger  carry  notices 
of  events  which  are  of  importance  to  Christian  citizens,  such  as  a  meeting 
arranged  by  the  United  Christian  Movement  of  Raleigh,  a  talk  of  the  National 
W.  C.  T.  U.  president  at  Edenton  Street,  the  rally  in  behalf  of  religious  liberty 
held  at  Hilyer  Memorial,  the  performance  of  the  Messiah  given  by  the  Raleigh 
Oratorio  Society.  The  program  for  each  of  the  six  sessions  of  the  Institute  of 
Religion  sponsored  by  the  United  Church  and  that  of  the  three-day  School 
of  Christian  Studies  held  at  Meredith  College  appear  each  year  in  the  bulletin. 
In  the  Messenger  the  pastor  gives  timely  reminders  to  the  congregation  of  the 
citizen's  duty  to  vote  on  issues  involving  moral  principles  or  the  public  good. 
There  are  brief  explanations  of  issues  concerning  which  some  of  the  congregation 
might  be  confused;  faith  healing  and  integration  were  two  recent  ones. 

Though  it  is  a  young  church,  some  customs  have  been  established  which  will 
in  time  doubtless  become  traditions.  Most  of  these  exist  in  other  churches;  one 
or  two  are,  perhaps,  distinctive  of  Emmanuel. 

In  1958  for  the  first  time  the  church  held  on  New  Year's  Eve  a  watchnight 
service,  which  will  be  observed  as  an  annual  event.  As  in  every  church,  some 
families  customarily  sit  together,  while  in  some  the  children  sit  with  friends  of 
their  own  age.  On  Mother's  Day,' however,  members  of  every  family  are  urged  to 
sit  together — making  it  a  Home  Sunday.  For  the  last  two  years  the  church  has 
had  on  that  Sunday  a  special  ceremony  of  dedication  of  the  home,  read  respon- 
sively  by  pastor  and  people. 

For  two  years  the  church  has  observed  Youth  Week,  at  which  time  the  young 
people  take  over  all  the  major  offices  of  the  church.  One  who  sees  the  seriousness 
with  which  they  assume  their  temporary  responsibilities  feels  encouraged  about 
the  much-criticized  younger  generation.  Encouraging  also  is  Student  Night,  the 
last  Sunday  in  the  year,  when  students  home  for  the  Christmas  holidays  talk  on 
the  religious  aspects  of  their  student  life.  For  the  first  Student  Night  in  Decem- 
ber, 1953,  there  was  only  one  college  student,  Jacqueline  Norris,  of  Meredith;  the 
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others  were  high  school  students.  That  was  the  period  when  there  were  virtually  no 
young  people  of  college  age  in  the  church.  This  fall  there  are  nine  college  students 
in  the  church  membership. 

The  custom  of  presenting  in  an  effectively  simple  program  a  white  Bible  to 
a  Y.  W.  A.  bride  was  first  observed  at  Emmanuel  Church  in  1958,  the  bride  being 
Joy  Parker  (now  Mrs.  Van  ^ewsom),  who  the  year  before  had  been  the  first  G.  A. 
queen  to  be  crowned. 

On  the  Sunday  that  a  new  record  for  Sunday  school  attendance  is  set,  the 
superintendent  mounts  the  platform  to  give  his  report  instead  of  standing  on  the 
floor  in  front  of  it.  A  little  rustle  of  pleased  excitment  goes  through  the  audience 
on  such  occasions.  The  record  attendance  thus  far  was  April  19,  1959,  when  for  the 
last  Sunday  of  the  spring  revival,  558  were  present  in  spite  of  the  rain.  Another 
rainy  Sunday  when  Mr.  Alford  came  upon  the  platform  to  give  his  report,  utter 
astonishment  was  on  every  face,  astonishment  which  soon  changed  to  amused 
dismay.  He  announced  that  the  school  had  set  a  new  low  record,  with  300  present 
and  548  absent. 

The  Ruth  Class  established  a  custom  which  some  other  clases  have  followed — 
that  of  making  a  gift  to  the  building  fund  of  the  church  on  its  own  birthday.  In 
the  Messenger  just  before  Easter  this  year  appeared  an  account  of  another  way 
of  increasing  the  building  fund : 

Emmanuel  Baptist  Easter  corsages  are  of  a  unique  variety.  Every  Easter 
since  the  organization  of  the  church,  it  has  been  the  custom  for  the  ladies 
to  bring  to  the  church  an  offering  for  the  building  fund  equivalent  to  the 
value  of  a  corsage;  some  offerings  are  much  larger.  These  unique 
bouquets  are  made  of  bills  and  coins — some  in  novel  arrangements  con- 
ceived by  clever  minds  and  shaped  by  skillful  fingers,  others  in  plain 
envelopes.  Whether  the  offering  worn  is  provided  by  husband,  friend,  or— 
in  the  case  of  confirmed  spinsterhood — by  oneself,  it  is  hoped  that  every 
lady  in  the  church  will  be  thus  ornamented. 

The  likeness  to  a  country  church  already  noted  evidenced  itself  in  another 
way  on  the  sixth  anniversary  of  the  Holts'  coming  to  the  church,  when  they  were 
given  an  old-fashioned  pounding. 

The  church  now  follows  the  general  custom  of  sending  its  pastor  to  the  Bap- 
tist State  Convention  and  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Supplies  for 
these  Sundays,  for  the  pastor's  vacation,  and  for  the  Sundays  when  he  is  holding 
a  revival  meeting  in  another  church  are  not  difficult  to  arrange,  with  the  number 
of  ministers  in  or  near  Raleigh  who  are  not  pastors  of  churches — some  retired, 
some  teachers  in  Southeastern  Seminary,  some  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  Baptist 
State  Convention.  Two  of  this  last-named  group  are  members  of  this  church,  Mr. 
Cole  and  Mr.  Stroud,  who  have  been  previously  mentioned.  There  are  from  time  to 
time  Southeastern  Seminary  students  in  the  membership. 

The  charter  members  who  are  ordained  ministers,  the  Reverend  Charles  E. 
Stevens  and  the  Reverend  Alphonso  Jordan,  frequently  supply  the  pulpit  in  the 
absence  of  the  pastor.  Mr.  Stevens,  who  had  tactfully  determined  to  move  his 
membership  when  he  was  no  longer  pastor,  stayed  in  the  church  at  the  earnest 
request  of  his  successor,  who  consulted  with  him  before  accepting  the  pastorate. 
The  younger  man  frequently  refers  to  his  predecessor  as  "our  other  pastor." 

Though  Mr.  Jordan,  who,  like  his  wife,  is  totally  blind,  operates  a  newsstand 
in  the  building  which  houses  the  State  Commission  for  the  Blind,  he  has  by  no 
means  abandoned  his  calling  as  a  minister.  Since  1950  he  has  taught  a  Sunday 
school  class  of  men  at  the  Cary  Prison  Farm,  a  class  in  which  there  have  been 
many  converts.  Some  of  the  men  when  they  leave  the  prison  begin  themselves  to 
teach  Sunday  school  classes.  He  has  since  1935  served  as  chaplain  of  the  House  of 
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Representatives  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Xorth  Carolina.  Last  year  (1959) 
the  members  of  the  House  sent  him  and  Mrs.  Jordan  to  Washington  to  visit 
Congress  and  to  confer  with  the  House  chaplain  there.  In  1955  his  friends  in  the 
House  published  his  prayers  for  that  year.  Members  of  this  church  will  under- 
stand why,  in  the  words  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  "the  beautiful  prayers  of  this 
courageous  and  consecrated  Chaplain  have  been  an  inspiration  to  members  and 
staff  for  many  years."  His  prayers  in  the  Emmanuel  Church  bring  the  congrega- 
tion very  near  to  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

In  the  six  years  that  Mr.  Holt  has  been  pastor  of  the  church  his  ability 
has  been  recognized  elsewhere.  He  was  elected  president  of  the  Pastors'  Con- 
ference of  the  Raleigh  Baptist  Association  in  1956,  president  of  the  Assoeiational 
Council  in  1957-58,  and  president  of  the  Xorth  Carolina  Baptist  Pastors'  Con- 
ference in  1959.  He  is  one  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Biblical  Recorder, 
having  begun  a  six-year  term  in  1958.  These  responsibilities  in  a  wider  field  in 
no  way  interfere  with  his  devotion  to  his  pastoral  work.  He  knows  each  of  the.  656 
members,  really  knows  them  as  individuals,  not  merely  fitting  names  to  faces. 
Hence  his  congregation  turn  to  him  in  joy,  in  sorrow,  in  perplexities.  He  is  a 
favorite  with  th'e  children,  who,  like  the  children  in  Goldsmith's  "Deserted 
Village,"  are  eager  "the  good  man's  smile  to  share." 

In  1958  an  unexpected  honor  came  to  Emmanuel  Church.  The  State  Mission 
Board  decided  to  make  a  moving  picture  showing  a  church  with  a  well-balanced 
program  as  representative  of  the  way  in  which  State  Missions  aids  in  the  establish- 
ment and  development  of  churches  whose  need  and  possibilities  for  usefulness 
justify  such  aid.  The  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church  was  chosen  as  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  churces  thus  aided.  Mr.  James  Morriss,  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  Visual  Aids  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  made  the  picture.  The  beginnings 
of  the  church,  every  step  of  its  development  as  it  was  aided  by  various  depart- 
ments of  the  State  Mission  Board,  and  every  phase  of  its  present  activities  were 
shown  in  the  picture,  The  Helping  Hand.  Some  of  the  early  scenes  involved 
only  a  few  people;  some,  of  the  activities  of  the  present  involved  many.  Some  had 
to  be  retaken  for  technical  reasons;  some  because  a  pair  of  eyes  had  turned  to- 
ward the  camera,  in  spite  of  Mr.  Morriss'  constant  reminders  that  one  person 
looking  at  the  camera  would  spoil  the  effect  of  the  whole  scene.  Accustomed  to 
such  situations,  Mr.  Morriss  worked  with  skill  both  in  taking  the  pictures  and  in 
achieving  unity  in  the  continuity  and  weaving  together  of  the  scenes.  He  was  very 
patient  with  his  awkward  cast  of  characters,  and  he  complimented  them  on  their 
patience  in  working  with  him  so  long  as  necessary  to  make  a  scene  satisfactory  in 
spite  of  the  heat  of  mid-summer  which  was  intensified  by  the  glaring  light  from 
tho  camera. 

With  so  new  a  church  as  this  one,  most  of  the  charter  members  could  re-enact 
their  own  parts.  One  member,  without  realizing  that  she  had  done  so,  wore  for  one 
scene  the  same  dress  she  had  worn  in  the  actual  event  eight  years  earlier. 

The  taking  of  the  pictures  began  June  10  and  was  finished  July  29.  The  pre- 
miere showing  of  the  film  on  Sunday  evening,  October  12,  in  the  Joyner  school 
auditorium  gave  the  Emmanuel  congregation  an  opportunity  rare  to  church  goers 
— to  see  themselves  as  others  see  them.  Another  showing  was  given  in  the  chapel 
Wednesday  evening,  October  22,  especially  for  the  nursery  workers — those  "unsung 
heroes  of  the  church,"  as  the  pastor  once  called  them. 

Eight  prints  of  the  film  in  color  were  made  for  use  in  the  State  Mission  pro- 
grams of  churches  over  the  state.  At  the  Baptist  State  Convention  held  in  Novem- 
ber in  Durham  at  the  hour  given  over  to  State  Missions,  The  Helping  Hand  was 
shown. 
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Between  the  making  of  the  picture  and  the  showing  of  it,  an  important  event 
in  the  history  of  the  church  had  taken  place.  It  has  earlier  been  recorded  that  on 
September  14,  1958,  its  eighth  birthday,  the  church  made  its  largest  offering, 
$1,483.70,  and  adopted  a  budget  for  1959  of  $48,500.00  Of  even  more  significance 
was  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  church  to  begin  the  construction  of  another  build- 
ing. Though  it  was  still  in  debt  to  the  Raleigh  Savings  and  Loan  Association, 
the  church  has  been  such  a  model  debtor,  keeping  ahead  rather  than  behind  its 
schedule  of  payments,  that  the  Savings  Association  was  ready  to  lend  the  $128,000 
necessary  for  the  work.  The  plans  of  the  architect,  Holloway-Reeves,  had  already 
been  approved;  and  on  Sunday,  October  26,  following  the  morning  worship 
service,  the  ground  was  broken  for  the  new  building  to  the  south  of  the  two  units 
of  the  educational  building.  Immediately  the  W.  S.  Vick  Construction  Company 
began  work. 

When  the  second  unit  of  the  educational  building  was  finished  in  1954,  it  had 
been  planned  that  the  next  structure  would  be  the  church  building  itself.  But 
pastor  and  people  soon  realized  that  such  a  procedure  would  be  short-sighted,  that 
it  would  be  financially  impossible  to  erect  an  adequate  church  edifice  immediately, 
and  that  a  delay  would  check  the  growth  and  limit  the  usefulness  of  Emmanuel 
Church.  Hence  the  new  building  has  been  constructed  so  that  it  fits  perfectly  the 
needs  of  the  present  membership  for  church  services  as  well  as  providing  ample 
additional  space  for  the  Sunday  school.  Yet  when  the  time  comes  to  build  again, 
with  virtually  no  alterations  the  whole  building  can  be  used  for  educational  pur- 
poses. 

As  it  is,  the  new  brick  building  is  far  beyond  the  wildest  hopes  of  the  little 
congregation  of  nine  years  ago.  It  is  60  feet  wide  by  120  feet  long  and  is  two 
stories  high  and  is  air-conditioned  throughout.  The  equipment  added  $10,000  to 
the  $127,500  which  the  building  cost.  From  the  County  Home  has  been  obtained 
additional  land  so  that  the  church  now  has  a  plot  of  four  acres. 

The  room  which  is  now  the  sanctuary  seats  513,  a  capacity  which  can  be  en- 
larged with  the  use  of  chairs.  Its  walls  are  of  masonry  with  tiny  flecks  of  mica.  The 
floor  is  of  cork  tiling;  the  pews,  the  pulpit  set,  and  the  communion  table  are  of 
antique  oak.  The  baptistery,  concealed  by  a  blue  curtain,  is  back  of  the  choir.  The 
organ  used  in  the  schoolhouse  has  been  installed,  and  with  it  a  Weber  concert  piano, 
the  generous  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Deaton,  members  of  this  church. 

This  room  is  also  the  assembly  room  for  the  senior  adult  department.  On 
either  side  of  the  assembly  room  are  folding  partitions,  inconspicuous  when  not 
in  use,  by  means  of  which  six  rooms  can  be  formed  when  needed  for  additional 
classes.  At  present  the  four  classrooms  on  the  first  floor  and  one  on  the  second 
floor  provide  space  enough  for  the  five  classes  in  this  department. 

Upstairs  there  are  departmental  assembly  rooms  and  classrooms  for  the  young 
adults,  the  young  people,  and  the  intermediates.  At  present  there  are  six  classes 
of  young  adults,  four  of  young  people,  and  eight  of  intermediates.  The  folding 
partitions  in  these  assembly  rooms  allow  for  the  formation  of  additional  classes; 
and  in  separate  classrooms  such  partitions  allow  for  the  enlargement  or  division 
of  classes. 

The  new  building  is  to  the  south  of  the  two  units  of  the  permanent  building, 
forming  a  T  with  them.  The  final  sanctuary  is  planned  to  be  in  a  corresponding 
position  on  the  other  side,  extending  toward  the  point  of  the  triangle  to  the  north. 
Tho  newly  finished  building  is  structurally  separate  from  the  two  units  of  the 
earlier  building.  There  is,  however,  a  covered  walkway  between  them  wide  enough 
to  make  going  from  one  building  to  the  other  easy  in  sunny  or  stormy  weather. 
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The  pastor's  study,  the  church  office,  and  the  office  of  the  minister  of  educa- 
tion and  music  remain  in  the  older  building,  as  does  the  library.  With  the  chapel 
no  longer  needed  for  church  services,  the  beginners  have  that  large  room,  which, 
with  a  partition  down  the  middle,  takes  care  of  the  older  and  younger  children. 
The  five  nurseries  have  spread  over  the  entire  first  floor  of  the  adjoining  unit  of 
the  building,  which  heretofore  had  been  shared  with  the  beginners.  However,  the 
babies  do  allow  Mr.  Holt  a  room  for  his  study  on  their  floor.  The  three  primary 
departments  and  the  younger  junior  department  have  the  entire  second  floor  of 
that  unit.  The  other  junior  department  has  the  entire  recreation  building  for  its 
assembly  and  classes.  Both  parts  of  the  older  brick  building  have  been  repainted 
inside  throughout,  with  new  curtains  and  some  new  equipment.  Thus  the  younger 
children  shared  in  the  thrill  of  moving. 

On  September  6  with  every  department  of  Sunday  school  meeting  on  the 
church  site  and  with  the  morning  worship  service  in  the  new  auditorium,  the  Em- 
manuel Church  family — much  enlarged — were  for  the  first  time  in  three  years 
reunited  in  their  own  church  home.  The  day  was  observed  as  promotion  day;  other- 
wise pupils  barely  settled  in  new  classrooms  and  assembly  rooms  would  in  three 
weeks  have  had  to  change  again.  As  in  the  move  to  the  schoolhouse,  everything  was 
carefully  planned,  so  that  confusion  was  reduced  to  a  minimum.  Floor  plans  of 
all  the  buildings  showing  where  every  class  was  to  meet  had  been  inserted  in  the 
Messenger  of  September  1.  At  a  special  meeting  of  leaders  and  officers  on  Thurs- 
day, September  3,  everyone  explored  the  buildings  and  found  the  classroom  and 
assembly  room  in  which  he  was  to  work. 

Thus  Sunday  school  and  church  were  in  readiness  for  the  next  Sunday — the 
ninth  birthday  of  the  church.  The  dedication  of  the  use  of  the  building  was  the 
theme  of  the  morning  service,  with  its  liturgy  of  dedication,  read  responsively  by 
pastor  and  people ;  a  brief  sketch  of  the  church  history  by  Miss  Johnson ;  the 
dedicatory  prayer  by  Mr.  Stevens ;  the  dedicatory  message  by  the  Reverend  C.  W. 
Bazemore  of  the  Biblical  Reorder;  and  a  beautiful  anthem,  "Emmanuel,"  com- 
posed by  Mr.  Abernethy  especially  for  this  occasion. 

As  the  congregation  which  virtually  filled  the  auditorium  joined  in  the  worship, 
hearts  were  overflowing  with  tender,  happy  memories  of  the  earlier  days  of  the 
church,  with  gratitude  for  the  beauty  of  the  new  building  and  the  broader  oppor- 
tunities it  brings,  and  with  joyous  faith  that  God  will  continue  to  lead  the  church 
in  the  future  as  He  has  done  in  the  past. 
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THE  FUTURE  OF  THE  CHURCH 


''Finally,  my  brethren,  be  strong  in  the  Lord  and  in  the  power  of  his  might." 

Ephesians  6:10 

"The  reward  of  work  well  done  is  more  work  to  do"  has  never  been  better  illus- 
trated than  in  the  brief  history  of  the  Emmanuel  Baptist  Chureh.  As  each  step 
forward  was  being  taken,  the  next  step  was  being  planned.  Even  before  the  church 
had  begun  to  worship  in  this  new  building,  definite  plans  were  being  made  for 
future  growth.  A  little  more  than  eight  years  ago  the  first  permanent  building 
went.  up.  In  another  eight  years,  God  willing,  the  church  building  itself  will  be 
erected.  If  the  church  continues  to  work  with  the  zeal  and  devotion  which  have 
marked  its  growth  thus  far,  the  eight  years  may  be  shortened  to  seven  or  even 
to  six. 

Tn  preparing  for  1960  the  church  adopted  the  Forward  Program,  which  proved 
to  be  highly  successful  in  this  church  as  it  has  in  many  churches  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  Months  of  careful  planning  and  preparation  preceded  the 
whirlwind  of  church-wide  activity  which  filled  the  month  of  November.  The 
financial  success  of  the  program  was  evidenced  in  the  unanimous  adoption  of 
a  budget  of  $72,000,  an  amount  half  as  large  again  as  the  1959  budget.  By  the 
end  of  November,  79%  had  been  pledged,  a  far  larger  proportion  than  had  been 
pledged  of  any  previous  annual  budget.  The  number  of  tithers  increased  from  119 
to  270.  Though  the  financial  advance  is  easiest  to  measure  and  is  most  immediately 
seen,  the  Forward  Program  has  been  a  deeided  blessing  to  the  church  in  every 
aspect  of  its  life. 

The  church  property  is  now  valued  at  $235,000 ;  the  total  indebtedness  is 
$104,000.  For  the  next  building  it  will  be  necessary  to  incur  more  debt  before  the 
present  one  is  paid,  but  the  members  of  Emmanuel  Church  are  stimulated  rather 
than  burdened  by  this  kind  of  debt.  It  will  be  a  debt  due  not  to  extravagance,  but 
to  determination  that  this  church  shall  live  up  to  its  full  measure  of  usefulness  in 
the  community,  and  to  faith  that  God  will  grant  His  blessing  to  the  building  of 
II  is  house. 

The  church  will  not  always  be  in  debt.  In  the  1960  budget,  20%  is  designated 
for  missions,  42%  for  local  expenses,  and  38%  for  the  building  program  and  debt 
retirement..  It  is  the  purpose  of  pastor  and  people  that,  when  the  day  comes  that 
the  .church  is  debt-free,  it  will  continue  to  give  as  generously  as  it  has  done  in 
paying  off  the  debt.  The  difference  will  be  that  the  proportion  now  allotted  to  the 
building  fund  will  go  to  missions.  And  over  and  above  that,  pastor  and  people 
have  determined  that  the  church  shall  support  a  missionary  couple — perhaps 
more  than  one. 

All  this  will  be  accomplished  only  if  the  church  grows  in  spiritual  strength. 
And  that  growth  will  be  determined  by  the  devotion  and  consecration  of  each 
member.  The  pastor  emphasized  this  individual  responsibility  thus : 

God  has  been  gracious  to  our  church  throughout  these  years  of  beginning 
and  maturing.  We  are  grateful  for  the  strong  spirit  of  unity  which  has  pre- 
vailed and  continues  to  characterize  our  fellowship.  We  praise  God  for 
every  step  of  advance  and  progress  and  growth. 

The  records  also  show  much  to  be  done.  All  that  has  been  achieved  in 
the  past  is  but  the  foundation  on  which  we  shall  build  for  the  future.  Our 
church  can  reach  only  that  height  to  which  we  are  willing  to  mature  and 
grow  in  our  personal  Christian  experience. 

"The  prospects  are  as  bright  as  the  promises  of  God." 
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CHARTER  MEMBERS 


fAlford,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Shelby 

Anderson,  Mrs.  Nell 
*Bradshaw,  Mrs.  Thomas 

Braswell,  Annie 
*Bunting,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph 
*Byrd,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  T. 
*Byrd,  Eleanor 
*Byrd,  Gloria  Dawn 
*Byrd,  James  T.,  Jr. 

Carroll,  Marion  P. 

Cook,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willam  Q. 

Ellis,  Mrs.  Mildred 
*Glisson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  D.,  Jr, 

Hale,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Epps  B. 

Holloway,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  L. 

Holsonback,  Mr.  and  Mrs.*  Roy  L. 

Jeffreys,  Mr.*  and  Mrs.f  G.  R. 
*Johnson,  Mary  Lynch 
*  Johnson,  Mrs.  Rose 
*Jordan,  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Alphonso 

Joyner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold 

Knight,  lone  Kemp 

Martin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.*  V.  A. 
*Medlin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  D. 

•These  were  organizing  members. 
{These  joined  September  13,  1950. 


*Munns,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L. 
*Munns,  James  Patriek 
*Munns,  Sarah 

ISTelms,  Ann 

Xelms,  Barbara  Jean 
*  Norwood,  Mrs.  E.  S. 

Pait,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N".  J.,  Jr. 

Puryear,  Otis  B. 

Raynor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruce  P. 
*Raynor,  Bruce  P.,  Jr. 
*Raynor,  J acqueline 

Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luby 
*Sorrell,  Ethel 

Stevens,  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Charles  E. 

Stockstill,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  L. 

Stockstill,  George  McLean 

Stockstill,  Jean 
*Strickland,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alton 
*Thompson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  E. 

Walters,  Mrs.  W.  T. 
*Weatherspoon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 

Welch,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  H. 

Wilkerson,  Mrs.  O.  L. 


RECORD  OF  THE  GROWTH  OF  THE  EMMANUEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

(Organized  September  10,  1950) 
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1950 

60 

69 

26 

14 

$  850.0C 

1951 

16 

35 

102 

167 

50 

47 

$12,015.81 

1952 

7 

44 

151 

272 

70 

87 

$11,234.0( 

1953 

36 

45 

218 

355 

81 

100 

$16,138.0( 

1954 

32 

74 

301 

509 

154 

164 

$21,960.0( 

1955 

46 

65 

388 

580 

144 

171 

$25,150.0( 

1956 

45 

92 

488 

699 

169 

177 

62 

$31,397.0( 

1957 

42 

77 

564 

802 

225 

219 

76 

$36,242.0( 

1958 

35 

65 

636 

858 

241 

264 

72 

$42,490.0( 

1959 

38 

42 

656 

800 

263 

262 

80 

$48,243.1^ 

Budget  for  1960  $  72,000 

Total  Value  of  Church  Property  $235,000 


Total  Indebtedness 


$164,00( 
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THE  BUILDINGS  AND  STAFF  OF  THE  CHURCH 

And  they  came  and  did  work  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  Haggai  1:14 


The  first  nine  years  of  the  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church  were  busy, 
exciting,  happy  years.  The  opportunities  afforded  by  the  first  church  to 
be  organized  in  a  new,  rapidly  growing  community,  as  well  as  the 
difficulties  which  beset  those  opportunities,  were  met  enthusiastically. 
The  opportunities  and  difficulties  drew  together  the  small  congregation 
so  that  they  became  —  and  still  are  - —  a  church  family. 

Inevitably  the  excitement  has  lessened,  but  the  work  of  the  church 
goes  forward.  The  value  of  the  church  property  has  increased  from 
$235,000  in  1959  to  $350,000  by  July  1,  1973.*  The  debt  incurred  in 
the  successive  steps  of  the  building  program  has  been  reduced  from 
$164,000  to  $16,614.18,  and  the  distant  prospect  of  building  the  sanctuary 
is  now  the  immediate  prospect.  Each  month  brings  nearer  the  time  when 
the  drawing  on  paper  will  become  a  structure  of  brick  and  stone.  It  will 
be  located  north  of  the  two  units  of  the  children's  building,  extending 
toward  the  point  of  the  triangle  formed  by  the  meeting  of  Noble  Road  and 
Wiggs  Street,  where  the  hut  stood  for  more  than  six  years.  Additional 
land  bought  from  the  county  has  enlarged  the  church  grounds  from  the 
original  acre  and  a  half  to  four. 

Meanwhile,  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  use  of  the  existing 
facilities.  In  the  summer  of  1966  the  two  units  of  the  children's  building 
were  air-conditioned.  In  1970  the  pastor's  study  and  the  offices  for  the 
minister  of  music  and  education  and  for  the  church  secretary,  which  had 
been  in  different  parts  of  the  children's  building,  were  moved  to  the  three 
rooms  back  of  the  present  sanctuary,  a  much  more  convenient  and 
appropriate  location  for  them. 

A  good  many  changes  were  involved  in  the  move.  The  three  rooms 
in  the  sanctuary  building  had  been  used  by  the  Byrd  Class,  the  Friendly 
Class,  and  the  Elevian  Class;  these  three  classes,  with  the  Ready-Fellowship 
Class,  which  had  been  meeting  in  the  sanctuary,  moved  to  four  freshly 
painted  rooms  in  the  first  unit  of  the  children's  building.  These  four 
rooms  were  made  from  the  chapel  which  had  been  used  as  the  sanctuary 
until  September,  1966,  when  it  became  necessary  to  move  the  morning 
service  and  the  adult  classes  to  larger  quarters  in  the  J.  Y.  Joyner  School. 
The  chapel  was  at  that  time  divided  into  rooms  for  beginners.  In  this 
1970  game  of  "kitty  wants  a  corner",  no  one  was  left  out;  for  the  beginners 
found  a  good  home  in  one  of  the  larger  nurseries  no  longer  needed  for 
toddlers. 


♦This  account  of  the  church  goes  to  July  1,  1973,  the  date  used  for  current  statistics 
throughout. 

45 


Hi. 

In  the  summer  of  1969,  a  year  earlier  than  the  shift  of  offices  and 
classes,  the  recreation  building  became  the  fellowship  hall  —  a  change 
of  name  which  indicated  the  broadening  of  its  usefulness.  With  the 
removal  of  some  partitions,  with  fresh  paint,  and  with  the  addition  of 
curtains  for  the  windows,  air  conditioning,  a  fireplace,  and  a  kitchen, 
the  attractive  comfortable  room  provides  an  excellent  center  for  church 
fellowship. 

Emmanuel  is  greatly  blessed  in  having  had  Mr.  Stevens  to  shepherd 
the  church  in  its  earliest  years,  years  which  are  so  important  in  the  life 
of  any  church.  It  is  greatly  blessed  also  in  having  Mr.  Holt  to  guide  it  in 
its  maturing  years.  In  spite  of  numerous  opportunities  to  go  to  larger, 
more  affluent  churches,  he  has  continued  his  wholehearted  devotion  to 
Emmanuel.  Having  come  to  the  church  in  May,  1953,  he  is  the  oldest 
in  service  —  not  age  —  and  is  one  of  the  youngest  in  outlook  of  the 
Raleigh  pastors. 

The  affection  and  esteem  of  the  church  for  the  Holts  are  shown 
in  many  ways  —  among  them  trips  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
and  to  a  meeting  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  Christmas  and  anniversary 
gifts,  receptions  in  their  honor,  and  resolutions  of  appreciation  of  their 
"untiring  efforts  and  constant  love  and  their  wonderfully  effective  ministry." 
In  1971  the  first  pictorial  directory  of  the  church  was  dedicated  to 
"our  beloved  under-shepherd  and  pastor."  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holt  received  an 
especial  evidence  of  affection  in  February,  1972,  when  the  church  gave 
them  a  trip  to  the  Holy  Land.  The  funds  for  this  came  from  voluntary 
contributions,  with  not  a  penny  from  the  regular  budget.  On  their  return 
they  shared  with  the  congregation  their  enjoymeent  of  the  trip  as  on  four 
Sunday  evenings  they  showed  extraordinarily  good  color  slides  which 
they  had  made  of  the  land  and  the  people. 

They  could  make  the  trip  without  worry  about  leaving  home  because 
the  daughter  and  son,  small  children  when  the  Holts  came  to  the  church, 
are  now  married,  with  homes  of  their  own.  Cynthia,  a  registered  nurse, 
and  her  husband,  Dr.  Don  A  Dephouse,  live  in  Holland,  Michigan. 
Larry,  married  to  Lisa  Green,  is  administrative  assistant  in  the  Housing 
Authority  of  Asheville,  North  Carolina.  Cynthia's  two  boys  and  Larry's 
two  girls  are  centers  of  attention  in  the  church  when  they  visit  their 
grandparents. 

The  affection  and  esteem  of  pastor  and  church  are  mutual.  Mr. 
Holt's  note  in  the  Thanksgiving,  1961,  issue  of  the  Messenger  is  only 
one  of  his  repeated  expressions  of  gratitude: 

Let  me  thank  you  again  for  the  privilege  of  being  your  pastor  and  for 
your  devotion  expressed  in  so  many  ways.  My  prayer  is  that  God  will 
give  me  the  wisdom  and  strength  to  serve  you  more  effectively. 

More  recently  he  wrote: 
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I  often  thank  God  for  giving  me  such  a  responsive  and  responsible 
group  of  people  and  for  the  tremendous  challenge  we  have  here. 

Our  pastor  realizes  the  truth  of  the  statement  that  the  Bible  is  the 
only  book  in  our  contemporary  world  which  is  never  taken  by  surprise; 
even  his  brief  Wednesday  evening  talks  have  a  text  from  the  Bible, 
as  do  his  Sunday  morning  sermons.  The  sermons  give  more  opportunity 
for  Biblical  exposition,  with  definite  application  of  the  Biblical  situation 
to  the  present  day.  They  are  appeals  to  those  who  do  not  know  the 
Savior;  encouragement,  comfort,  and  admonitions  to  those  who  do.  In 
his  Sunday-by-Sunday  sermons  as  well  as  in  those  for  special  occasions, 
Mr.  Holt  always  brings  home  to  his  hearers  their  grave  responsibility 
as  individuals,  as  citizens  of  their  country,  and  above  all  as  citizens  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

Whatever  the  theme  or  nature  of  the  sermon,  our  pastor  is  always, 
as  John  Dryden  said  the  good  parson  should  be, 

A  living  sermon  of  the  Truths  he  taught. 

His  week  days  are  busy  ones,  with  the  preparation  of  sermons,  com- 
mittee meetings,  conferences  with  any  who  come  seeking  counsel  or  help 
of  any  sort,  visits  to  the  sick,  weddings,  funerals  —  the  list  of  activities 
which  crowd  his  busy  days  could  go  on  and  on.  He  is  really,  if  not 
officially,  chaplain  of  the  Wake  County  Home,  where  so  many  old, 
helpless  people  have  no  church  connections.  He  is  the  minister  to  whom 
several  morticians  turn  first  for  the  funeral  of  a  churchless  person. 
However  pressing  the  demands,  however  long  the  hours,  he  is  unfailingly 
cheerful,  with  no  hint  of  the  weariness  or  discouragement  he  must 
sometimes  feel.  With  his  absolute  faith  in  God,  with  his  ready  sympathy 
with  his  people,  no  problem  is  so  large  that  it  dismays  him,  none  so  small 
that  it  is  dismissed  lightly. 

In  an  enumeration  of  the  church  staff,  Mrs.  Holt  could  well  be 
counted  as  a  full-time  unpaid  member,  one  who  is  devoted  to  the  work 
of  this  church.  An  excellent  leader  and  participant  in  the  activities  of 
the  Sunday  School,  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  and  Training  Union, 
she  yet  finds  time  for  visiting  in  homes  where  there  is  special  need. 
Her  warm  heart  and  her  willing  hand  are  always  welcomed.  Moreover, 
she  is  a  Mary  as  well  as  a  Martha;  for  the  longer  one  knows  her,  the 
more  one  recognizes  the  depth  of  her  consecration. 

In  1959  the  church  staff  consisted  of  the  pastor,  a  minister  of  music 
and  education,  a  part-time  secretary,  and  a  part-time  janitor.  Now  in 
addition  to  the  pastor,  it  has  a  minister  of  education,  a  minister  of  music, 
a  full-time  secretary,  a  part-time  financial  secretary,  and  a  janitor.  The 
term  janitor  is  now  changed;  Floyd  Jones,  employed  full  time,  is  main- 
tenance engineer. 

When  Harold  Cole  in  July,  1962,  became  associate  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  South  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention,  Emmanuel  lost  an 
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efficient  and  devoted  secretary  in  Mrs.  Cole,  who  had  served  the  church 
almost  six  years.  In  the  five  years  following  her  resignation,  three 
secretaries  came  and  went,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Hinton,  Faye  Jackson,  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Plummer.  As  assistant  secretary  for  two  years,  Mrs.  P.  H.  Smith 
was  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  office  when  in  April,  1967,  she 
succeeded  Mrs.  Plummer.  When  in  1970  she  accepted  a  position  else- 
where, the  church  regretted  giving  up  such  a  willing  and  effective  worker, 
one  of  whom  the  pastor  could  say,  "Many  a  time  she  went  the  second 
mile  in  order  to  get  the  work  accomplished."  She  and  her  husband  are 
both  active  workers  in  the  church. 

Mrs.  Smith  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Woody  Catoe,  wife  of  a  South- 
eastern Seminary  student.  The  church  again  lost  a  capable  secretary 
when  in  May,  1973,  Mrs.  Catoe  resigned  to  enter  Campbell  College  to 
complete  the  work  necessary  for  a  teacher's  certificate.  Her  place  was 
taken  by  the  wife  of  another  Southeastern  student,  Mrs.  Donald  Bickers, 
who  had  served  as  secretary  in  Fellowship  Baptist  Church  of  Rome, 
Georgia. 

In  1968  a  part-time  financial  secretary,  Mrs.  Edward  L.  Boylan, 
was  added  to  the  church  staff.  She  was  succeeded  in  1972  by  Mrs. 
Hervey  Davis. 

Prior  to  1958  the  minister  of  music  and  education  also  served  as 
secretary.  Willis  Abernethy,  who  came  to  the  position  in  1958,  was  re- 
lieved of  the  secretarial  duties.  His  unusual  musical  ability,  his  excellent 
musical  training,  and  his  devotion  to  his  work  set  a  high  standard  for 
music  in  our  church.  Mr.  Abernethy  is  minister  of  music  in  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Marion,  to  which  he  went  on  leaving  Emmanuel  in 
October,  1964. 

Following  him  at  Emmanuel,  two  Southeastern  students,  each  part- 
time,  divided  the  duties  of  the  position.  In  November,  1964,  Denny  Turner 
came  as  minister  of  music  and  Ronald  Kester  as  minister  of  education; 
when  they  graduated  from  the  seminary  eighteen  months  later,  they 
accepted  work  elsewhere. 

During  this  period  Margo  Garrett  was  the  organist.  The  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  W.  Garrett,  both  of  whom  are  valued  church  workers, 
Margo  was  brought  up  in  Emmanuel  Church.  She  was  early  recognized 
as  a  gifted  musician.  Only  fifteen  years  old  when  she  was  elected  the 
Emmanuel  organist,  she  had  already  served  two  years  as  organist  of  another 
Raleigh  church,  St.  Paul's  Christian  Church.  While  she  was  a  student 
at  the  North  Carolina  School  of  the  Arts  in  Winston-Salem,  she  attended 
summer  sessions  at  the  School  of  the  Arts  in  Siena,  Italy,  sponsored  by 
the  North  Carolina  school  and  the  Italian  government.  Having  done 
graduate  work  in  the  Juilliard  School  of  Music  and  the  Manhattan  School 
of  Music,  she  taught  for  two  summers  in  the  Siena  school. 

Mel  T.  Luther  in  August,  1966,  succeeded  Mr.  Turner  and  Mr. 
Kester,  giving  his  full  time  to  the  work.  Mrs.  Luther  was  elected  organist. 
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Like  the  two  young  men  who  preceded  him,  Mr.  Luther  was  not  with  the 
church  long  enough  to  develop  a  distinctive  program;  in  October,  1967, 
he  accepted  a  call  to  the  College  Avenue  Church  of  Lenoir. 

The  next  February  Henry  Samuel  Yarborough,  a  Baptist  minister's 
son,  filled  the  position  which  had  been  Mr.  Luther's,  with  Mrs.  Yar- 
borough —  also  a  trained  musician  —  as  organist.  While  in  college 
Mr.  Yarborough  had  experience  as  minister  of  music  and  later  as  pastor. 
When  he  began  his  work  at  Emmanuel,  he  was  a  first-year  student  in  the 
Southeastern  Seminary;  after  he  received  the  B.D.  degree  in  1970  he 
became  a  full-time  staff  member. 

Mr.  Yarborough's  energy  and  enthusiasm  as  well  as  his  ability 
produced  excellent  results  in  the  church  music.  In  April,  1973,  he  went 
to  a  similar  position  in  Trinity  Baptist  Church,  also  in  Raleigh. 

Much  as  the  church  regretted  losing  the  Yarboroughs,  the  Emmanuel 
music  continued  to  be  excellent.  R.  E.  Thompson,  a  charter  member 
of  the  church,  was  the  first  director  of  music  —  an  unpaid  position 
which  he  kept  until  Miss  Corbett  came  in  1956  as  secretary  and  director 
of  music  and  education.  For  several  years  Mr.  Thompson  has  been 
assistant  director  of  the  church  choir;  hence  there  was  no  jar  of  adjustment 
when  during  the  interim  he  assumed  the  full  responsibility.  He  and 
David  Bishop  were  interim  leaders  in  the  music  program  in  1964, 
1966,  and  1968.  Mike  Holt  and  Greg  Gulley,  assistant  directors  of  the 
Youth  Choir  and  the  Young  Musicians  respectively,  in  the  interim 
directed  those  choirs. 

In  Mrs.  Yarborough's  place  Susan  Pait  served  as  interim  church 
organist  and  filled  the  place  admirably.  Since  she  was  a  little  girl  she 
has  studied  with  Harry  E.  Cooper,  for  thirty-three  years  professor  of 
organ  at  Meredith  College.  Like  Miss  Garrett,  she  was  only  fifteen 
when  she  was  elected  to  her  position  in  Emmanuel.  Her  parents,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  N.  J.  Pait,  who  deny  that  she  inherited  from  them  her  unusual 
musical  ability,  have  set  her  an  example  in  their  devoted  service  to  our 
church,  of  which  they  are  charter  members. 

By  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  church,  Carroll  S.  Kirby  was  elected 
minister  of  music.  Mr.  Kirby  has  an  A.A.  from  Gardner-Webb  College, 
an  A.B.  from  Limestone  College,  and  a  M.C.M.  from  Southern  Seminary 
in  Louisville.  He  had  served  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Bloomingdale, 
Georgia,  and  began  his  work  at  Emmanuel  July  15,  1973.  With  him 
came  his  wife  Fay,  and  their  six-year  old  son,  David. 

For  more  than  two  years  before  he  left,  Mr.  Yarborough  had  been 
minister  of  music  and  youth,  because  with  the  growing  numbers  and 
increased  activities,  the  direction  of  music  and  education  in  the  church 
had  become  too  much  for  one  person.  On  September  1,  1970,  W. 
Edward  Kissiah  began  his  work  as  minister  of  education.  A  graduate 
of  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Mr.  Kissiah  came  to  the 
church  with  twenty-three  years'  experience  as  a  minister  of  education 
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in  several  churches,  among  them  St  John's  Baptist  Church  in  Charlotte, 
the  church  in  which  he  grew  up.  He  has  frequently  been  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  Assembly  at  Ridgecrest  and  at  Caswell.  He  entered  energetically 
and  enthusiastically  into  his  work  and  carried  out  well  his  carefully 
made  plans.  With  his  guidance  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Sunday 
School  teachers  and  officers  took  on  new  life.  The  sincerity  of  his 
dedication  to  his  work,  his  never  failing  cheerfulness,  and  his  ready 
friendliness  won  the  cooperation  of  leaders  and  members  of  all  the 
church  organizations.  In  September,  1972,  Mr.  Kissiah  accepted  at  Grey 
Stone  Baptist  Church  a  position  similar  to  the  one  he  held  at  Emmanuel. 

His  successor,  Thomas  E.  Bridges,  is  a  native  of  Alabama  and  a 
graduate  of  Auburn  University.  Corning  as  a  second-year  student  in 
Southeastern  Seminary,  since  November,  1972,  he  has  been  our  part-time 
minister  of  education,  Mr.  Bridges  brings  to  the  church  a  background  and 
experience  different  from  that  of  his  predecessors.  An  active  layman 
before  he  felt  the  call  to  the  ministry,  he  was  a  quality  control  and 
production  supervisor  with  the  UniRoyal  Tire  Company.  Of  his  coming 
the  pastor  wrote  in  the  Messenger: 

We  thank  God  for  leading  us  to  Tommy,  and  look  forward  to 
wonderful  experiences  in  our  educational  ministry  under  his  guidance. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bridges  and  their  two  children,  Andrea  and  Melissa, 
were  warmly  welcomed  at  a  reception  which  was  followed  by  a  house- 
warming  and  an  old-fashioned  pounding,  one  which  stocked  the  pantry 
and  aided  in  furnishing  the  house  into  which  they  had  just  moved,  320 
Hudson  Street. 

Mr.  Bridges  is  the  third  staff  member  with  his  family  to  live  there. 
The  church  voted  to  buy  the  house  the  day  they  called  Mr.  Holt.  In 
1967  pastor  and  church  agreed  that  it  would  be  wise  to  give  the  pastor 
a  housing  allowance  rather  than  the  use  of  the  parsonage;  and  the  Holts 
now  have  their  own  home  at  2516  Oxford  Road,  not  far  from  the  church. 
The  Yarboroughs  moved  into  the  vacated  parsonage  and  lived  there 
until  shortly  before  they  went  to  Trinity  Church.  Freshly  painted,  the 
house  was  ready  for  the  Bridges  family  when  they  came. 
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THE  ORGANIZATIONS  OF  THE  CHURCH 
AND  THEIR  WORK 

For  we  are  laborers  together  with  God.  I  Corinthians  3 : 9 

From  1959  to  1973,  Emmanuel  Church  grew  from  656  members  to 
972.  It  is  gratifying  that  during  the  same  period  the  church  budget  has 
more  than  doubled,  going  from  $48,500  in  1959  to  $108,000  in  1973. 
As  the  church  glows,  it  continues  to  meet  admirably  needs  within  its 
membership  and  in  the  community.  Members  of  various  organizations 
give  unstintedly  of  their  strength,  their  time,  and  their  money  in  meeting 
these  needs.  An  account  of  all  that  the  Andrews  and  Marthas  in  the 
church  do  would  be  too  long  and  repetitive,  but  this  phase  of  the  church 
activities  is  heartwarming  and  inspiring. 

It  is  to  be  deeply  regretted  that  there  has  been  a  decided  decrease 
in  the  proportion  of  the  budget  allotted  to  the  world  program  —  the 
Cooperative  Program  and  other  benevolences.  Of  the  1960  budget  of 
$65,000,*  20%  was  designated  for  missions,  42%  for  local  expenses, 
and  38%  for  the  building  fund  and  debt  retirement.  Of  the  1973  budget 
of  $108,000,  14.4%  was  designated  for  the  world  program,  65.5%  for 
local  expenses,  and  18.1%  for  the  building  fund  and  debt  retirement. 
It  is  a  situation  which  the  pastor  deplores  and  against  which  he  has 
protested  vigorously,  emphasizing  in  his  sermons,  especially  in  the  yearly 
October  series  on  stewardship,  the  importance  of  missions.  It  is  a 
situation  which  distresses  all  who  take  seriously  the  Great  Commission. 
Evidently  some  of  those  in  positions  of  leadership  who  are  largely 
responsible  for  apportioning  the  budget  are  responsive  to  the  needs  of 
their  own  church  and  community,  yet  do  not  have  the  same  world  vision 
that  the  earlier  leaders  had,  or  lack  the  same  faith  in  the  world  vision 
of  the  church. 

Another  regrettable  situation  is  the  decrease  in  membership  and  at- 
tendance of  the  auxiliary  organizations  of  the  church — the  Sunday  School, 
Church  Training  Union,  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  and  the  Brotherhood 
In  1959  there  were  800  members  of  the  Sunday  School,  222  more  than 
the  number  of  church  members;  in  1973  there  were  709  members, 
253  fewer  than  the  church  membership.  In  1959  the  Church  Training 
enrollment  was  263;  in  1973  it  was  174.  The  membership  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  dropped  from  262  to  126;  that  of  the  Brotherhood 
from  80  to  57.  The  record  of  attendance  is  no  better. 

The  situation  can  be  partly  explained  by  a  tendency  observable 
throughout  the  nation.  Reports  to  the  State  and  to  the  Southern  Baptist 


*In  "The  Future  of  the  Church",  the  last  chapter  in  the  first  part  of  this  book,  the 
1960  budget  was  given  as  $72,000.  As  the  total  amount  contributed  in  1959  was 
$48,243.14,  it  was  obvious  that  a  burst  of  temporary  enthusiasm  had  set  an 
impossible  goal,  and  the  1960  budget  was  reduced  to  $65,000. 
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Convention  for  several  years  have  shown  this  lag,  as  do  reports  of  other 
denominations.  Each  year  what  someone  has  called  the  "pull  earthward 
rather  than  Godward"  increased  the  pressure  which  affects  adversely 
the  churches.  Moreover,  in  most  churches  as  well  as  in  other  organiza- 
tions there  comes  a  period  when  the  enthusiasm  for  a  new  project  lessens. 
Not  every  member  feels  the  personal  responsibility  of  upholding  every 
phase  of  the  work  that  earlier  members  had  felt,  nor  do  all  earlier 
members  continue  to  feel  that  responsibility.  Emmanuel  cannot  altogether 
escape  the  reproach  which  in  Revelation  Christ  told  John  to  write  to  the 
church  at  Ephesus: 

/  know  thy  works,  thy  labour,  and  thy  patience,  .  .  .  nevertheless  I 
have  somewhat  against  thee,  because  thou  has  left  thy  first  love. 

However,  a  consideration  of  the  church  activities  shows  that  there 
are  enough  deeply  interested  members  —  new  as  well  as  earlier  —  to 
give  vitality  to  the  work  of  the  church.  The  1973  Year  Book  shows  a 
total  of  187  volunteer  workers  filling  322  positions.  As  in  the  enumeration 
of  workers  in  1959,  this  total  does  not  include  the  large  number  of 
people  who  have  positions  or  responsibilities  for  less  than  a  year.  Nor 
does  it  include  the  many  officers  of  Sunday  School  classes  or  the  274 
members  of  the  choirs. 

Deacons  in  every  church  are  important  to  pastor  and  people.  Em- 
manuel has  a  rotating  system  for  its  deacons;  a  third  are  elected  each 
year  for  a  term  of  three  years,  with  no  one  serving  two  successive  terms. 
Some  of  the  earlier  ones  have  served  faithfully  more  than  one  term. 
Among  these  David  Bishop,  and  L.  W.  Garrett  have  been  twice  chosen 
as  chairman,  R.  E.  Thompson  and  Shelby  Alford  three  times,  and  Rex 
Jones,  four  times.  John  Prince,  the  current  chairman  and  chairman  elect 
for  1974,  will  be  the  first  to  hold  that  office  two  consecutive  years.  Mr. 
Alford  was  one  of  the  first  five  deacons  elected.  Another  of  the  original 
five  still  belongs  to  Emmanuel,  Wilbur  L.  Munns.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munns 
were  two  of  the  thirty- three  organizing  members. 

Each  year,  however,  some  are  elected  who  have  never  been  deacons 
before.  At  least  eight  who  are  or  have  been  deacons  were  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism  —  two  from  a  Catholic  background,  and  several 
from  other  Protestant  churches.  Two  of  these  elected  in  1973  were 
children  or  youth  of  the  church.  Robert  Hardee,  son  of  Mrs.  Stella 
Hardee,  was  in  the  young  people's  department  in  Sunday  School  when 
he  first  came;  Michael  Thompson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  E.  Thompson, 
both  organizing  members  of  the  church,  was  in  the  nursery. 

As  he  welcomed  the  new  members  to  the  diaconate  in  1959,  Mr. 
Holt  emphasized  the  responsibility  of  the  deacons  to  live  so  that  others 
can  see  Christ  in  them.  He  reminded  them  that  they  are  in  a  place  of 
honor  and  leadership  because  they  are  in  a  place  of  service,  that  they 
are  not  a  ruling  board  but  a  serving  group.  In  order  that  they  may 
better  serve  the  young  church,  the  number  of  deacons  was  increased 
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from  eleven  to  thirteen  in  1960  and  to  fifteen  —  its  present  membership 
—  in  1965.  To  increase  the  opportunities  for  the  deacons'  service,  the 
church  members  in  1966  were  divided  into  fifteen  groups  according  to 
geographical .  areas,  one  of  which  was  assigned  to  each  deacon  as  his 
special  responsibility.  It  was  suggested  that  each  deacon  visit  the  families 
in  his  group  at  least  twice  during  the  year  so  that  he  can  know  them 
well  enough  to  be  of  help  in  times  of  sickness,  death,  or  a  crisis  of  any 
sort.  Thus  they  can  be  spiritual  assistants  to  the  pastor,  not  lessening 
his  work  but  supplementing  it. 

The  minutes  of  the  deacons'  meeting  show  that  the  business  affairs 
of  the  church  are  well  managed.  John  Davis  was  church  clerk  for  twelve 
years,  1955-1966,  when  the  clerk  now  holding  office,  E.  P.  Raynor, 
succeeded  him.  A.  E.  Beddingfield  is  the  oldest  in  service  of  any  of  the 
church  officers,  having  been  treasurer  since  November,  1953,  Mr.  Holt 
has  commended  the  clearness  with  which  the  financial  report  is  made, 
a  copy  of  which  is  sent  each  quarter  to  each  member.  The  budget  for 
each  year  is  itemized  in  detail,  with  the  corresponding  budget,  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  year  before.  This  proposed  budget  goes  to  every 
member  for  study;  then  there  is  opportunity  for  full  and  free  discussion 
in  a  business  meeting  of  the  church  Wednesday  before  the  vote  is  taken 
on  Sunday. 

The  church  council,  organized  in  1954,  is  composed  of  the  pastor, 
the  two  associate  ministers,  together  with  the  finance  committee  chairman, 
chairman  of  the  deacons,  and  directors  of  the  major  organizations  —  the 
Sunday  School,  Church  Training  Union,  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union, 
and  the  Brtherhood.  This  once-a-month  meeting  is  valuable  to  staff  and 
volunteer  workers. 

The  adoption  of  a  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  church  was  the 
result  of  more  than  two  years'  work  on  the  part  of  a  committee  of  which 
W.  S.  Brannon  was  chairman,  with  Aaron  Bass,  David  Bishop,  Horace 
Pace,  and  N.  J.  Pait  as  the  other  members. 

Though  not  officially  listed  in  the  auxiliary  organizations,  the  choirs 
play  an  important  part  in  the  life  of  the  church.  As  in  1959  there  are 
six  choirs  —  the  Church  Choir,  made  up  of  adults,  and  five  younger 
choirs.  In  the  Youth  Choir  are  young  people  of  junior  and  senior  high 
school  age.  Young  Musicians  is  an  appealing  name  for  the  fourth,  fifth, 
and  sixth  grade  boys  and  girls;  but  Children's  Choirs  I  and  II  and 
Preschool  Music  Activity  are  less  appealing,  though  perhaps  more  realistic 
terms  than  their  predecessors,  Celestial,  Melody,  and  Cherub  choirs. 
In  addition  to  these  six  there  is  also  a  men's  chorus;  and  more  recently 
a  group  of  handbell  ringers  has  been  formed,  made  up  of  women  and 
youths  who  have  become  skilled  in  this  old  art  recently  revived.  The 
combined  choirs  have  a  total  membership  of  274. 

The  special  musical  programs  for  Christmas  and  Easter  more  than 
justify  the  many  hours  devoted  to  their  preparation.  Both  director  and 
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choirs  work  to  make  the  Sunday-by-Sunday  music,  as  well  as  that  for 
special  occasions,  an  enjoyable  and  inspiring  part  of  the  service.  The 
untrained  congregation  do  their  part  quite  well  with  the  hymns,  either 
"making  melody"  or  "'a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord."  Mr.  Yarborough 
wrote  in  the  Messenger:  "I  have  rarely  seen  such  a  large  percentage  of 
a  congregation  singing  as  at  Emmanuel." 

Since  1968  changes  in  nomenclature  have  been  made  in  all  the 
major  organizations.  The  Sunday  School  superintendent  is  a  director, 
as  are  the  presidents  of  the  Church  Training,  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Union,  and  the  Brotherhood.  Membership  chairmen  are  now  outreach 
directors.  There  will  of  necessity  be  some  inconsistency  in  the  use  of  the 
earlier  and  later  terms  in  this  account. 

As  is  to  be  expected,  the  Sunday  School,  with  its  large  number  of 
teachers  and  assistants,  officers  of  departments  and  divisions  and  sub- 
divisions, has  many  more  workers  than  the  other  auxiliary  organizations 
of  the  church.  The  service  of  some  of  these  is  chiefly  in  the  Sunday  School; 
they  are  interested  members,  but  not  officers  in  other  organizations.  Some 
are  leaders  in  other  parts  of  the  church  work  as  well  as  in  the  Sunday 
School.  Also,  because  there  is  no  automatic  rotation  of  teachers  or 
officers,  as  is  required  or  customary  in  some  positions  in  the  church, 
the  workers  of  long  standing  are  mainly  in  the  Sunday  School.  Some  who 
have  not  worked  as  long  or  held  so  many  positions  as  others  have  been  of 
just  as  much  value  in  the  church  and  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  as  those 
mentioned  in  this  account. 

It  has  been  said  truly  that  the  future  of  a  church  lies  in  its  nurseries. 
In  the  July  18.  1967.  issue  of  the  Messenger  Mr.  Holt  wrote: 

The  nursery  program  is  far  more  than  babysitting.  It  is  a  program 
geared  to  the  need  of  the  little  ones  from  birth  through  three  years. 
Therefore  our  most  reliable  and  consecrated  workers  must  staff  the 
nurseries  in  order  to  have  the  quality  of  ministry  necessary  for  the  little 
ones. 

The  workers  in  the  nursery  live  up  to  this  ideal.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Russell  Bullock  joined  the  church  in  1957.  and  in  the  same  year  she 
began  to  teach  in  the  beginner  department.  In  1961  she  became  director 
of  the  nurseries  for  babies  from  birth  to  one  year.  In  the  same  year 
Mary  Lena  Duke  came  as  a  teacher.  When  Mrs.  Bullock  gave  up  the 
work  in  1971.  Miss  Duke  became  director.  For  several  years  the  Year 
Book  designated  this  group  as  "sleepers."  and  babies  from  a  year  to 
eighteen  months  were  "creepers."  These  were  delightful  names  for 
delightful  children,  but  at  times  it  must  tax  the  patience  and  ingenuity 
of  the  kind  nursery  workers  to  keep  them  —  and  even  the  older  nursery 
children  —  from  being  kickers  and  screamers.  Mrs.  L.  W.  Garrett  was 
one  of  the  earlier  teachers  in  the  nursery  for  three-year-olds.  In  that 
same  year  Mrs.  N.  J.  Pait  became  coordinator  of  the  nurseries;  since 
1969  she  has  taught  three-year-olds. 
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There  have  been  several  husband-and-wife  teams  working  in  the 
Sunday  School  for  varying  lengths  of  time,  most  of  them  in  the  nursery, 
among  them  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Whicker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Parker, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Parker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Edwards,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Goodwin. 

Among  the  workers  with  beginners,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Jones  has  been 
longest  in  service;  either  as  a  departmental  superintendent  or  as  teacher 
since  1956.  Since  that  same  year  until  1969  Mrs.  Carrie  Trotter  taught 
in  the  primary  department.  For  seven  years,  1956-1962  she  was  also 
secretary  of  the  Training  Union.  Mrs.  Rex  Jones  has  devoted  her  time 
to  the  juniors,  for  several  years  as  a  teacher  and  since  1958  as  department 
superintendent.  For  fourteen  years,  1958-1971,  R.  L.  Crotts  taught 
tenth-grade  boys  in  the  intermediate  department. 

Some  of  the  best  workers  in  the  Sunday  School  have  been  —  and 
are  —  in  the  Young  People's  department,  but  most  of  them  have  been 
as  long  or  longer  in  other  departments.  Mrs.  G.  L.  Wall,  now  a  member 
of  another  church,  was  in  the  department  for  eleven  years,  1956-1966, 
either  as  a  teacher,  superintendent,  or  associate  superintendent.  Ned 
Frazier  taught  eight  years,  1959-1966;  for  half  that  time  he  was  associate 
superintendent.  Then  for  two  years  he  taught  an  adult  class;  for  the 
past  four  years,  1970-1973.  he  has  been  director  of  the  entire  Sunday 
School. 

For  the  adult  department  since  1951  Mr.  Pait  has  taught  the  Byrd 
Class  and  Miss  Johnson  the  Friendly  Class.  Nathan  Howell  has  the 
unique  distinction  of  having  long  terms  of  service  in  two  departments 
of  the  Sunday  School.  Every  year  since  he  came  to  the  church  in  1957, 
he  has  taught  a  class  in  the  adult  department  and  has  worked  in  the 
homebound  department,  for  four  years  as  a  visitor  before  he  took  his 
present  position  as  director. 

In  the  adult  department  two  coeducational  classes  for  young  people 
have  been  added  to  the  four  classes  for  men  and  six  for  women.  The 
College  and  Career  Class  was  organized  in  1966  with  David  Bishop  as 
teacher.  In  1970  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maylon  Little  succeeded  Mr.  Bishop 
when  he  became  teacher  of  the  Ready  Class.  A  class  for  young  married 
couples,  organized  also  in  1966  and  taught  by  Henry  Scott,  is  somewhat 
changed  in  nature,  as  its  name.  Young  Adult  Bible  Forum,  indicates. 
The  discussion  in  the  Forum  is  led  by  David  Colvin. 

Teacher  training  classes  are  held  from  time  to  time  and  are  well 
attended.  In  1972  a  new  feature  was  added  to  the  program  —  Sunday 
School  in  the  evening.  In  the  hour  preceding  the  church  service  the 
Sunday  School  lesson  is  taught  for  all  whose  duties  necessitate  their 
missing  the  lesson  on  Sunday  morning,  such  as  workers  with  preschoolers 
and  general  or  departmental  officers.  Teachers  of  adult  classes  share 
the  responsibility  for  teaching  this  class. 

In  October.  1966,  the  church  voted  to  adopt  the  Southern  Baptist 
Life  and  Work  Curriculum  for  a  year's  trial  in  the  adult  and  the  young 
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people's  departments  of  the  Sunday  School  and  the  Training  Union. 
The  series  is  planned  to  correlate  the  Bible  study  of  the  two  and  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  and  to  be  more  intensive  and  comprehensive 
than  the  materials  for  the  International  Uniform  Lessons.  After  the 
year's  trial  the  majority  of  the  young  people  and  adults  voted  to  return 
to  the  Uniform  Lessons.  Then  it  was  decided  to  let  each  class  choose 
for  itself  which  plan  to  follow,  a  situation  which  has  led  to  some 
dissatisfaction  when  members  of  a  class  were  promoted  to  another  using 
a  different  series  of  lessons.  The  church  is  very  tolerant  of  the  Friendly 
Class,  which  does  not  use  either  program.  Following  the  plan  adopted  in 
October,  1951,  the  class  is  for  the  third  time  going  straight  through  the 
Bible  from  Genesis  to  Revelation. 

The  Church  Training  as  well  as  the  Sunday  School  is  organized 
with  an  adult  division,  a  youth  division,  a  children's  division,  and  a 
preschool  division.  The  youth  and  the  children's  divisions  in  both 
organizations  are  grouped  according  to  their  public  school  classification. 

Systematic  Bible  study  and  other  programs  of  the  Church  Training, 
as  the  name  indicates,  prepare  the  members  to  take  part  in  the  life  of  the 
church.  In  addition  it  has  programs  which  stress  the  rapidly  growing 
problems  which  they  must  face  and  help  to  solve  if  they  are  to  be  good 
citizens,  programs  which,  quoting  the  Messenger,  "attempt  to  gain 
Christian  perspective  on  some  current  issues."  Four  such  programs  in 
four  successive  years  will  give  an  idea  of  their  scope.  In  1969  as  a  part 
of  a  series  of  programs  on  race  relations  and  poverty,  a  film  was  shown 
to  the  adult  and  the  youth  divisions  which  had  been  produced  in 
Winston-Salem  during  the  racial  disturbances.  The  Messenger  charac- 
terized the  film  as  "one  long  to  be  remembered."  In  1970  a  film  on  the 
peace  demonstrations  was  shown  to  the  adult  division.  The  next  year 
Robert  Wynne,  one  of  Wake  County's  representatives  in  the  Legislative 
Assembly,  spoke  to  the  youth  division  on  the  legislative  procedures. 
In  1972  Major  Edward  Duke  of  the  Raleigh  Police  Department  spoke 
to  the  adults  on  the  citizen's  responsibility  in  law  enforcement. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  followed  the  changes  in  organization 
and  nomenclature  suggested  by  the  Southern  Union  in  1966.  Baptist 
Women,  formerly  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  is  made  up  of  women 
from  twenty-five  years  of  age  up.  Rather  than  being  divided  into  circles, 
as  it  was  formerly,  the  organization  has  groups  with  different  fields  of 
activity  —  prayer,  Bible  study,  mission  study,  mission  support,  and 
mission  action.  Though  each  member  belongs  to  only  one  group,  a 
number  of  women  take  part  in  the  activities  of  two  or  more.  Plans  are 
under  way  for  the  organization  of  the  Baptist  Young  Women,  to  which 
will  belong  young  women  above  high  school  age  as  well  as  younger 
married  girls.  Acteens  are  in  two  divisions,  girls  in  junior  and  in  senior 
high  school.  Girls  in  Action  are  in  grades  one  to  six  in  public  schools 
and  are  in  three  divisions.  Mission  Friends  are  children  from  two  to  five 
years  old;  these  are  in  two  divisions. 
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Men  of  Emmanuel  are  not  in  groups  as  are  Baptist  Women,  but  ihey 
have  a  mission  study  leader  and  a  mission  action  leader.  Royal  Ambassa- 
dors were  sponsored  by  the  Brotherhood  until  1968,  when  they  became 
part  of  the  organization,  just  as  the  Acteens,  Girls  in  Action,  and  Mission 
Friends  are  a  part  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union.  The  younger 
division  of  these  boys  are  Crusaders;  the  older,  Pioneers.  Alex  Bedding- 
field  has  since  1954  been  leader  of  Royal  Ambassadors,  with  a  succession 
of  counselors  for  the  two  divisions. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  is,  as  its  name  indicated,  primarily 
a  missionary  organization,  with  the  monthly  programs  centering  on 
Southern  Baptist  mission  work  in  this  country  and  on  foreign  fields. 
Mrs.  Shelby  Alford,  mission  study  chairman,  arranges  informative  and 
appealing  programs  for  the  monthly  meetings,  making  more  vivid  the 
Royal  Service  programs  with  articles  and  pictures  from  other  magazines, 
with  travel  posters,  and  with  various  objects  of  interest  from  foreign 
countries. 

Though  the  Brotherhood  is  not  primarily  a  missionary  organization, 
there  is  a  growing  emphasis  on  missions,  which  bodes  well  for  an  increase 
in  contributions  to  the  world  program.  The  members  join  with  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  in  observing  the  special  seasons  of  prayer 
and  the  special  offerings,  and  for  other  programs  of  unusual  interest  in 
either  organization  they  meet  together. 

As  their  field  is  so  much  less  familiar  to  us  than  is  that  of  state  or 
home  missionaries,  among  the  speakers  foreign  missionaries  have  an 
especial  appeal.  Partly  because  of  its  proximity  to  Southeastern  Seminary, 
Emmanuel  has  been  fortunate  in  having  missionaries  on  furlough  both 
for  the  weeks  of  prayer  and  for  Sunday  services.  Among  them  was 
James  Stertz,  the  first  Southern  Baptist  missionary  to  be  appointed  for 
work  in  Germany.  Virginia  Wingo,  formerly  a  teacher  in  the  Carver 
School  of  Missions,  organized  in  Italy  a  Southern  Baptist  training  school 
for  young  women  and  is  its  director.  Virginia  .Highf ill  was  on  furlough 
from  Japan;  Coleman  Clark;  a  second  generation  missionary,  came  also 
from  that  country.  The  speaker  for  one  of  the  joint  meetings  was  Dee 
Ann  Dozier.  a  Meredith  freshman,  who  is  the  daughter  and  granddaughter 
of  missionaries  to  Japan.  Bryan  Brasington  came  from  Peru.  Mrs.  David 
Mein's  talk  on  Brazil  was  illustrated  by  many  objects  of  interest  furnished 
by  Brazilian  students  at  North  Carolina  State.  Ed  Gordon  and  James 
Morehead  told  of  their  work  in  the  Philippines;  W.  O.  Hern  of  the 
mission  in  Jordan;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zeb  Moss  of  their  field  in  Zambia; 
and  Thomas  High  of  his  work  in  Nigeria.  Virginia  Miles,  a  native  of 
Raleigh  and  a  nurse  in  Indonesia  who  formerly  was  in  the  Philippines, 
gave  glimpses  of  medical  missions  in  those  two  countries.  Another 
physician,  Alton  Hood,  with  Mrs.  Hood,  came  to  our  church  twice, 
immediately  before  and  again  after  their  first  term  of  service  in  Thailand. 
Martha  Franks,  a  recent  visitor,  is  the  oldest  and  one  of  the  most  vigorous 
missionaries  who  have  visited  the  church.  At  both  Sunday  services  and 
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in  the  discussion  at  an  informal  reception  after  the  night  service,  her 
audience,  young  and  old,  were  spellbound.  Retired  in  1965  after  forty-one 
years  of  service,  first  in  mainland  China  and  then  in  Taiwan,  she  has 
spoken  in  hundreds  of  churches  all  over  the  south  and  is  now  actively 
engaged  in  working  to  establish  a  home  for  retired  missionaries  in  Laurens, 
South  Carolina. 

These  and  others  have  done  much  to  stimulate  interest  in  missions 
the  world  over.  Two  who  are  not  appointed  missionaries  are  almost 
unique  in  their  service  to  the  cause  of  missions,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Mitchiner  have  taken  the  world  as  their  mission  field.  Mr.  Mitchiner 
is  a  highly  successful  business  man  in  Oxford,  and  he  and  his  wife 
devote  themselves  unreservedly  to  learning  about  missions  firsthand  and 
to  creating  and  increasing  interest  in  missions.  They  have  visited  twice 
every  area  at  home  and  abroad  in  which  Southern  Baptists  have  mission 
work.  The  color  slides  with  national  costumes  and  artifacts  furnish 
material  for  more  than  two  thousand  programs  which  they  have  given 
in  churches,  schools,  camps,  retreats,  and  conventions  in  sixteen  states. 
They  paid  every  cent  of  the  expense  involved  in  the  half-million  miles 
they  have  traveled  and  will  accept  not  a  penny  for  programs  which  they 
give. 

With  these  firsthand  contacts  with  missionaries  as  well  as  with 
mission  study  sessions  and  weeks  of  prayer,  the  interest  in  missions  is 
spreading  through  the  church.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this 
interest  will  lead  to  more  generous  support  of  the  Cooperative  Program. 

Meanwhile  the  church  is  ready  to  respond  generously  to  the  needs 
of  those  around  it.  The  mission  action  leader  of  the  Brotherhood,  Rex 
Jones,  each  Sunday  teaches  the  Sunday  School  lesson  to  the  children 
and  youth  in  the  Wake  County  Detention  Home,  which,  like  the  County 
Home,  is  a  near  neighbor  to  the  church.  In  1968  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billingsby, 
then  supervisors  of  the  Home,  wrote  a  note  thanking  ''you  who  have 
come  so  faithfully  to  present  the  Sunday  School  lesson  to  children.  We 
are  indeed  grateful  to  you,  and  we  do  hope  that  you  will  continue  to 
come  to  tell  the  children  of  God's  love  for  them."  Each  first  and  fifth 
Sunday  men  from  the  Brotherhood  teach  the  lesson  at  the  Women's 
Correctional  Center,  and  each  second  Wednesday  they  hold  services  in 
the  Raleigh  Rescue  Mission.  John  Prince,  now  director  of  the  Brother- 
hood, was  for  years  treasurer  of  that  mission.  On  the  fifth  Saturday 
evenings  the  men  also  hold  services  in  the  First  Offenders'  Camp  at 
Wilson  Mills,  taking  with  them  cookies  or  cake  provided  by  a  group  of 
the  Baptist  Women.  All  of  these  services  are  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Jones,  and  he  usually  takes  part  in  them  all. 

The  visits  to  the  First  Offenders'  Camp  are  especially  effective 
when  some  of  the  Royal  Ambassadors  go  with  the  men.  The  R.A.'s  serve 
in  other  ways  also.  They  go  from  door  to  door  in  the  church  neighborhood 
leaving  cards  of  invitation  to  the  yearly  revival  services.   Other  activities 
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vary  from  year  to  year.  Six  easels  which  the  Pioneers  made  were  welcome 
additions  to  six  Sunday  School  classrooms;  more  recently  they  built  an 
excellent  display  shelf  to  be  used  for  preschool  books  in  the  library. 

For  ten  years  one  couple,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  G.  Gibbs,  have  had  a 
mission  action  all  their  own  —  Sunday  School  for  the  men  at  the  fire 
station  on  Six  Forks  Road.  Mr.  Gibbs  teaches  the  lesson  and  Mrs. 
Gibbs  plays  for  the  hymn-singing.  Members  of  Forest  Hills  now,  they 
continue  the  same  work. 

The  Baptist  Women's  mission  action  group  has  four  distinct  areas 
of  service  —  the  County  Home,  Mayview  Convalescent  Home,  Dorothea 
Dix  Hospital  (there  are  two  divisions  of  this  group),  and  shut-ins.  Those 
who  work  primarily  in  one  area  often  help  in  others.  Acteens  and  some 
Sunday  School  classes  also  take  part.  Each  of  the  three  institutions  is 
visited  once  a  month.  Religious  programs,  amusements,  and  refreshments 
vary  with  the  places  visited  and  with  the  seasons.  Gospel  hymns  are 
general  favorites;  and  cracked  voices,  often  wavering  away  from  the 
tune,  join  happily  with  those  of  the  visiting  group.  At  Thanksgivng, 
Christmas,  Valentine's  day,  and  Easter,  special  attention  is  paid  to  these 
three  institutions.  For  Christmas,  fruit  and  candy  and  other  gifts  are 
provided;  and  stockings  are  always  filled  for  the  County  Home.  One 
year  two  hundred  ties  were  given  to  men  in  Dorothea  Dix.  Though  not 
new,  the  ties  were  all  in  good  condition,  and  a  professional  dry  cleaner 
who  is  not  a  member  of  our  church  cleaned  them  for  five  cents  each. 

There  is  nothing  of  Lady  Bountiful  condescension  in  any  of  this 
work.  As  the  visitors  go  each  month  and  as  individuals  go  at  other  times, 
those  whom  they  visit  are  not  objects  of  charity  —  they  are  friends. 
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THE  CHURCH  FAMILY 


So  we,  being  many,  ore  one  body  in  Christ,  and 
every  one  members  one  of  another.  Romans  12:5 

Unlike  the  inmates  of  the  County  Home,  Mayview,  and  Dorothea 
Dix,  the  shut-ins  who  form  the  fourth  area  of  service  for  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  mission  action  group  are  almost  all  members  of  our 
church.  This  concern  for  the  homebound  is  part  of  the  evidence  that  to 
Emmanuel,  though  it  is  no  longer  so  small  that  everybody  knows  everybody 
else,  the  term  Church  Family,  used  earlier  in  this  history,  is  still  applicable. 

Although  they  may  not  have  been  able  to  attend  church  in  years, 
the  shut-ins  have  from  the  mission  action  group,  of  which  Mrs.  Horace 
Pace  is  chairman,  as  well  as  from  others  many  reminders  that  they  are 
still  part  of  the  church  family.  Men  working  in  the  homebound  department 
of  the  Sunday  School  take  to  them  each  week  tape  recordings  of  the 
Sunday  services;  they  also  take  lesson  quarterlies  and  copies  of  Home  Life. 
The  visitors  never  hurry  away,  and  the  friendly  conversation  is  as  welcome 
as  the  recordings  and  the  literature  which  they  bring.  At  Christmas 
a  generous  basket  of  fruit  goes  from  the  church  to  each  of  these  home- 
bound  ones;  and  at  various  times  the  mission  action  group  takes  them 
fruit,  flowers,  and  other  gifts.  Service  to  the  shut-ins  is  generously 
stretched  to  include  the  older  people  in  the  church  also,  and  in  1972 
a  tea  was  given  in  their  honor  in  the  Fellowship  Hall.  Acteens  have  a 
share  in  this  ministry,  helping  to  make  gifts  and  arrange  flowers  and  going 
with  their  leaders  to  visit  the  recipients.  Also,  they  are  one  of  several 
groups  who  go  caroling  at  Christmas. 

Among  the  shut-ins,  two  couples  merit  special  mention  —  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  E.  Stevens  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  McNeill,  Sr. 

Mr.  Stevens,  an  account  of  whose  pastorate  has  been  given  in  an 
earlier  chapter,  was  ninety-two  on  April  8,  1973.  With  astonishing  will 
power  and  with  the  abundant  grace  of  God,  in  the  last  two  years  he 
has  overcome  a  broken  hip  and  two  sieges  of  double  pneumonia.  Through 
the  years  that  he  has  been  "our  other  pastor,"  the  love  and  esteem  in 
which  he  and  Mrs.  Stevens  are  held  has  grown  steadily.  One  year  his 
birthday  was  celebrated  at  the  family  night  supper;  each  year  he  receives 
showers  of  cards  and  notes.  On  his  eightieth  birthday,  before  the  family 
suppers  began,  the  church  gave  him  a  complete  surprise  with  a  covered 
dish  supper  in  his  honor.  The  April  4,  1961,  issue  of  the  Brotherhood 
Bulletin  (a  lively  but  regrettably  shortlived  publication)  characterized  him 
as  a  "tower  of  strength  to  all  who  know  him"  and  added,  "Our  hats  are 
off  and  our  hearts  are  open  in  thanksgiving  for  our  beloved  Charles  E. 
Stevens."  He  once  ended  a  note  of  thanks  to  the  church  with  "For  all 
of  God's  marvelous  blessings  I  am  most  grateful."  Mr.  Stevens  has  indeed 
been  one  of  "God's  marvelous  blessings"  to  Emmanuel  Church. 
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It  is  a  blessing  in  which  Mrs.  Stevens  has  been  an  important  part. 
Until  the  devoted  care  for  her  husband  took  her  whole  time,  she  continued 
to  be  an  active  worker  in  the  church.  She  must  have  especially  regretted 
giving  up  the  Joy  class,  which  she  had  taught  from  its  beginning  in  1954 
and  to  whose  members  she  was  especially  dear, 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  McNeill,  who  spent  their  last  years  in  this  community, 
were  among  the  very  early  members  of  Emmanuel.  No  church  could 
ask  for  more  loyal  supporters  than  the  McNeills.  So  long  as  they  were 
able  to  come,  they  were  punctual  and  regular  in  their  church  attendance. 
When  ill  health  kept  them  housebound,  their  conversations  with  visitors 
showed  that  their  intense  interest  in  the  work  of  the  church  continued. 
In  spite  of  inflation,  large  medical  expenses,  and  a  fixed  retirement 
income,  they  gave  regularly  their  tithe  to  the  church.  Mr.  McNeill  died 
in  1965  at  ninety-two;  three  years  later  Mrs.  McNeill  joined  him.  Her 
peaceful  death  was  a  fitting  end  to  her  earthly  life;  she  was  found  sitting 
in  her  chair  as  if  merely  napping,  with  her  Sunday  offering  in  its  envelope 
beside  her.  The  sturdy  marker  in  front  of  the  church  with  the  name 
Emmanuel  Baptist  Church  beautifully  carved  in  the  wood  was  given  in 
memory  of  his  parents  by  W.  W.  McNeill,  Jr. 

Members  of  the  church  family  are  generously  ready  in  emergencies 
to  help  one  another  —  providing  financial  aid,  preparing  meals,  caring 
for  children,  helping  with  nursing  in  homes  and  in  hospitals.  Sunday 
School  classes  are  especially  active  in  these  services.  Like  all  good 
families,  the  church  is  a  good  neighbor;  hence  such  help  is  not  restricted 
to  its  own  members.  Other  cases  of  need  come  to  the  attention  of  the 
classes  in  various  ways;  sometimes  they  are  found  by  church  census  takers, 
sometimes  almost  by  chance.  One  class  helped  provide  groceries  and 
other  necessities  in  a  situation  of  which  they  learned  from  the  neighbor 
of  a  class  member.  A  deaf-mute  girl  was  in  critical  condition  with  severe 
burns  all  over  her  body.  As  the  hospital  staff  could  not  communicate  with 
her,  the  father  or  mother  had  to  be  with  her  day  and  night;  hence  her 
father  could  not  continue  regular  work.  One  class  member  employed  in 
a  school  cafeteria  noticed  sisters  and  brothers  obviously  in  distressing 
need  of  clothes.  The  money  which  her  class  gave  for  this  purpose  she 
entrusted  to  the  welfare  worker  in  charge  of  the  case.  The  detailed 
account  which  that  worker  gave  the  class  showed  that  every  penny  must 
have  done  almost  the  work  of  a  dime. 

Other  needs,  similar  and  different,  are  met  by  organizations  and 
individuals.  The  church  has  a  wheelchair  and  a  hospital  bed  to  be  lent 
where  needed.  For  emergencies  the  church  has  also  a  pantry  and  a  clothes 
closet  usually  kept  well  supplied.  On  occasions  when,  like  Mother  Hub- 
bard's cupboard,  the  pantry  shelves  are  bare,  the  clothes  closet  empty, 
in  addition  to  a  note  in  the  Messenger  Mr,  Holt  makes  an  especial  appeal 
to  the  Sunday  School  classes  for  replenishments.  He  wrote  in  the 
Messenger  of  his  appreciation  of  "Sunday  School  classes  and  members 
who  extend  the  arm  of  Christian  ministry  during  illness  and  bereavement 
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within  the  community,  especially  within  the  membership."  And  again 
he  wrote:  uIt  is  a  genuine  joy  to  know  that  I  can  depend  on  so  many 
of  our  members  to  assist  me  in  ministering  whenever  there  is  a  crisis." 
The  pastor  has  also  a  fund  from  the  church  to  be  used  in  any  situation 
at  his  own  discretion.  It  is  good  that  the  left  hand  should  not  always 
know  what  the  right  hand  does. 

A  good  family  wants  to  care  for  its  home  properly,  keeping  it  in 
good  repair,  adding  to  it  as  the  family  grows  and  providing  for  it  every- 
thing possible  to  make  it  a  better  place  in  which  to  live.  So  it  is  with 
the  Emmanuel  family.  Except  for  work  on  the  present  sanctuary  building, 
the  men  of  the  church  have  done  a  major  part  of  the  construction  and 
repair  of  the  church  property.  Before  1959  they  built  the  hut  and  did 
most  of  the  work  on  the  recreation  building,  now  the  fellowship  hall. 
They  did  carpentry  and  painting  in  preparation  for  selling  the  house 
which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Powell  had  willed  to  the  church.  They  did 
the  same  for  the  parsonage  before  the  Yarboroughs  came  in  1968  and 
for  the  recreation  building  when  it  was  remodeled  in  1969.  About  this 
work  the  May  29  Messenger  commented: 

The  labor  will  be  supplied  by  the  men  and  boys.  The  ladies  and 
girls  will  furnish  the  refreshments  and  encouragement  for  the  project. 

One  evening  Mrs.  Craven  furnished  an  especial  treat — homemade  ice 
cream  and  cake.  In  1973.  they  painted  and  papered  the  nurseries. 
This  work  was  led  by  Mrs.  Henry  Scott,  the  Nursery  Coordinator,  who 
said  it  was  accomplished  through  prayer  and  many  hands.  This  work 
and  other  minor  repairs  which  they  have  made  would  do  credit  to  skilled 
laborers,  though  one  worker  on  the  Powell  house  was  asked  whether  he 
was  painting  the  house  or  himself. 

Many  needs  of  the  church  have  been  met  by  gifts  from  individuals 
and  organizations.  Three  years  before  the  children's  building  was  air- 
conditioned,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phil  Chamblee  gave  an  air-conditioning  unit  for 
the  pastor's  study;  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Gupton  the  Dorcas  Class 
gave  a  water  cooler  for  that  building.  An  appeal  in  the  Messenger  for  a 
bottle  warmer  for  the  crib  nursery  brought  two  before  the  next  Sunday, 
gifts  of  Mrs.  David  Goodwin  and  Mrs.  Herman  Hicks.  The  serving  of 
refreshments  in  the  fellowship  hall  is  made  easier  and  more  attractive 
with  the  punch  bowl,  tray,  and  ladle  given  by  two  sisters,  Mrs.  F.  B. 
Home  and  Mrs.  D.  E.  Wilkins.  supplemented  by  twelve  dozen  crystal 
plates  and  cups  given  by  the  Hope  Class.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Fred 
Gregory,  the  Joy  Class  gave  a  clock  for  the  hall.  The  Friendly  Class 
gave  the  material  and  made  drapes  for  the  windows,  and  for  hanging 
them  Thurston  Powell  gave  wooden  rings  and  rods  which  he  himself 
made.  The  Byrd  Class,  to  which  Mr.  Powell  belongs,  presented  to  the 
church  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Stevens  painted  by  Mrs.  Powell.  The  portrait  is 
hung  in  the  hallway  leading  from  the  entrance  to  the  door  of  the 
sanctuary. 
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In  memory  of  Mr.  M.  F.  Roberts  his  wife  gave  a  set  of  chimes  to 
be  used  with  the  organ.  Recently  Mrs.  Thelma  W.  Galloway  gave  as  a 
memorial  to  her  late  husband,  O.  L.  Young,  $5,000  to  the  building  fund, 
the  largest  single  gift  the  fund  has  yet  received.  When  the  tape  recorder 
donated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Davis  in  1955  needed  to  be  replaced, 
Mary  Lena  Duke  gave  another  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Annie  Winstead. 
It  was  an  especially  appropriate  gift;  for  Mrs.  Winstead,  who  spent  her 
last  years  with  Miss  Duke,  was  one  of  the  shut-ins  who  especially  enjoyed 
listening  to  the  tape  recordings  of  the  Sunday  services  taken  to  them  each 
week. 

The  families  of  two  fine  young  people  in  the  church  have  com- 
memorated their  loved  ones  by  especially  appropriate  gifts  also.  The 
Douglas  Taylor  family  gave  for  the  music  ministry  a  tape  recorder  and 
stereo  record  player  in  memory  of  Barbara  Lou  Taylor,  who  had  been 
an  enthusiastic,  loyal  worker  in  the  youth  choir  program.  A  set  of  hand- 
bells was  given  by  the  David  Bishop  family  in  memory  of  Brian  Bishop, 
another  outstanding  youth  leader  and  choir  member.  The  bells  were 
used  for  the  first  time  when  "Christmas  Peace  for  Bells  and  Organ" 
was  given  on  Christmas  Eve,  1972.  The  music  was  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  her  brother  by  its  composer,  Diane  Bishop  Corlett. 

Flowers  for  the  Sunday  services  are  frequently  given  in  honor  or  in 
memory  of  dear  ones  or  in  recognition  of  special  occasions.  Several 
times  each  year  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chamblee  fill  with  flowers  the  silver  vase 
which  in  1956  they  gave  to  the  church  in  memory  of  their  twin  daughters 
who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yarborough  gave  flowers  on  the 
fourth  and  again  on  the  fifth  anniversary  of  their  coming  to  the  church. 
The  poinsettias  which  beautify  the  church  all  of  December  are  given  each 
year  by  our  pastor  and  his  wife,  who  were  married  on  Christmas  Day. 

No  good  home  is  complete  without  books;  and  realizing  early  in 
its  life  that  a  church  family  needs  a  library,  Emmanuel  made  a  brave 
start  toward  establishing  one.  Mrs.  Vera  Melton  was  the  first  librarian, 
with  two  girls  as  her  helpers.  Mrs.  Melton  worked  as  well  as  possible 
under  heavily  handicapping  conditions.  The  books  were  shelved  in  the 
small  space  which  had  been  used  for  the  choir  before  the  church  services 
were  moved  to  Joyner  School.  In  the  cramped  quarters  with  virtually  no 
equipment,  even  the  small  number  of  books  could  not  be  cared  for  or 
circulated  properly.  Hence  many  were  damaged  or  lost,  and  very  few 
new  ones  were  added.  After  a  few  years  of  struggling  existence,  the 
library  fell  into  disuse. 

In  1971  Mrs.  John  Prince  was  appointed  librarian.  Her  vigorous 
and  skilled  work  and  that  of  her  committee  has  given  the  library  a  new 
lease  on  life.  A  room  on  the  second  floor  of  the  sanctuary  building  has 
been  set  asde  for  it;  and  freshly  painted,  with  pretty,  colorful  pictures 
and  posters  on  the  walls,  with  ample  shelving,  it  attracts  readers  of  all  ages. 
Numbers  of  books  and  a  few  records  have  been  given  to  the  library,  and 


63 


Mrs.  Prince's  careful  screening  has  proved  virtually  all  of  them  to  be  of 
good  quality.  One  of  the  records  is  the  Christian  folk  musical,  Tell  It 
Like  It  Is,  which  the  youth  choir  made  in  1971.  The  church  also  has 
thirty-five  film  strips.  In  the  budget  for  1973,  $300  was  allocated  to  the 
library,  the  first  time  such  an  appropriation  has  been  made. 

Recreation  in  a  good  family  really  re-creates;  and  in  Emmanuel 
social  activities  aid  in  moral  and  spiritual  development.  The  family  night 
program  is  a  striking  evidence  of  this  linking.  While  some  group  uses 
the  fellowship  hall  almost  every  day  in  the  week,  on  Wednesday  evening 
the  program  involves  the  whole  church.  Supper  at  6:30  is  followed  by 
family  worship  at  7:10,  with  all  the  major  organizations  meeting  at  7:30. 
Before  supper  the  younger  choirs  meet,  and  smaller  groups  of  different 
organizations  meet;  at  8:30  the  church  choir  has  its  rehearsal. 

Though  it  takes  skillful  juggling  to  get  so  many  meetings  in  the 
schedule,  the  plan  has  been  a  decided  success  since  its  beginning  in 
October,  1969.  The  informality  of  the  supper  gives  an  opportunity  for 
the  church  members  to  know  one  another  better  and  for  the  newcomers 
to  feel  at  home  ■ —  a  most  important  advantage  as  the  church  grows 
larger.  Also,  the  concentration  of  most  of  the  weekday  church  meetings 
in  one  evening  is  a  boon  to  the  families  who,  largely  because  of  their 
church  activities,  rarely  had  an  evening  when  the  whole  family  could  be 
at  home  together. 

The  attendance  of  166  at  the  first  family  night  program  far  exceeded 
any  expectation;  and  it  continues  high,  varying  between  100  and  200 
most  of  the  time.  Even  in  the  proverbial  summer  slump  it  keeps  up 
well,  though  it  occasionally  drops  to  slightly  less  than  a  hundred.  The 
very  reasonable  price  for  the  generously  served  plates  — ■  seventy-five  cents 
for  adults  and  fifty  cents  for  identical  plates  for  children  under  twelve  — 
fits  the  family  pocketbooks  well. 

Thurston  Powell,  whose  skill  as  a  chef  had  been  proved  by  the 
appetizing  suppers  he  prepared  for  the  Brotherhood,  by  himself  plans 
the  menus,  procures  the  provisions,  and  cooks  the  meal,  with  a  remunera- 
tion so  small  that  it  is  only  a  token  of  appreciation  for  what  he  does. 
Whether  the  meat  served  with  two  vegetables  is  country-style  steak,  ham- 
burgers, brunswick  stew,  ham,  fried  chicken  or  barbecued  chicken  or  pork, 
the  meal  is  always  good.  The  hot  buttermilk  biscuits  made  from  scratch 
are  aways  especially  popular.  There  is  an  unlimited  supply  of  coffee  and 
iced  tea. 

The  only  part  of  the  meal  which  Mr.  Powell  does  not  prepare  is 
the  dessert  —  cake,  pie,  doughnuts,  or  cookies.  For  the  twentieth 
anniversary  of  the  church  Marcie  Lou  Lewis  gave  a  beautiful  birthday 
cake  large  enough  to  serve  everybody  who  was  at  the  family  supper. 

The  adult  Sunday  School  classes  take  turns  in  setting  the  tables, 
serving  the  meal,  and  cleaning  up  afterwards.  The  men  work  with  the 
same  cheerful  readiness  that  the  women  do.  Some  men  have  big  aprons 
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which  they  use  for  outdoor  cooking;  an  occasional  man  dons  his  wife's 
frilly  apron.  As  remarkable  as  his  culinary  skill,  Mr.  Powell's  calmness 
is  never  ruffled  by  the  confusion  involved  when  so  many  work  in  the 
small  kitchen  before,  during,  and  after  the  meal. 

Though  the  kitchen  is  small,  it  is  well  equipped,  with  two  big  stoves, 
two  sinks,  two  refrigerators,  a  dishwasher,  a  work  table,  a  serving  counter, 
and  ample  cabinet  space. 

The  chatter  and  laughter  during  supper  give  way  readily  to  the 
reverence  of  the  period  of  worship.  The  opening  prayer  is  one  of  thanks- 
giving for  the  meal  and  of  intercession  for  those  in  the  church  family 
or  community  who  are  sick  or  in  whose  home  sickness  or  death  has  come, 
and  those  who  for  any  other  reason  are  "standing  in  the  need  of  prayer." 
Nor  are  the  prayers  limited  to  such  cases.  Leaders  facing  crucial  world 
issues  are  remembered  as  well  as  those  in  our  own  city,  state,  and  nation. 
Announcements  and  a  musical  selection  leave  only  brief  time,  not  more 
than  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  for  the  pastor's  talk.  Yet  his  message 
never  seems  hurried  and  is  always  thought-provoking  and  inspiring. 
The  uniting  of  hearts  in  prayer  is  symbolized  by  the  joined  hands  around 
the  table  as  the  singing  of  "Blest  Be  the  Tie  That  Binds"  concludes  the 
service. 

It  is  probably  at  these  meetings  that  the  new  members  feel  themselves 
to  be  a  real  part  of  the  church  family  —  no  longer  new  members,  but 
members.  Their  relationship  with  the  church  is  strengthened  by  the  kit 
sent  to  them  immediately  after  they  join.  It  contains  an  information 
sheet,  the  church  covenant,  its  constitution,  and  a  welcoming  letter  from 
the  pastor.  Also  each  year  four  orientation  classes  are  held  for  these 
members  which  acquaint  them  with  the  various  aspects  of  the  church  life  — 
its  officers,  its  organizations,  and  its  activities;  with  its  Christian  principles 
and  practices;  and  with  its  relation  to  the  denomination  as  a  whole. 

Most  of  the  new  members  have  already  been  welcomed  as  visitors. 
Four  years  ago  Mrs.  T.  B.  Bradshaw  and  Ira  Andrews  were  appointed 
to  welcome  visitors  to  the  Sunday  School  and  with  the  aid  of  watchful 
ushers  to  make  sure  that  they  met  the  teacher  or  a  member  of  the  class 
appropriate  for  them.  Mrs.  Bradshaw  was  at  the  door  of  the  sanctuary 
building,  where  the  adults,  the  young  people,  and  the  intermediates  meet. 
Mr.  Andrews  is  at  the  children's  building.  The  welcomers  are  now  a 
husband  and  wife  team,  for  Mrs.  Andrews  recently  succeeded  Mrs. 
Bradshaw. 

Thurston  Powell,  chairman  of  the  ushers,  with  the  help  of  his 
committee  welcomes  all  those  coming  to  church.  Early  in  the  service 
the  pastor  has  a  word  of  welcome  for  the  newcomers  and  asks  them 
to  wear  the  tiny  red  ribbon  attached  to  the  visitor's  card  which  the  ushers 
distribute.  Thus  they  are  readily  recognized  by  the  numbers  of  people 
who  wish  to  welcome  them  after  the  service.  Emmanuel  has  always  had 
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the  reputation  of  being  a  friendly  church,  a  reputation  which  it  hopes 
to  continue  to  deserve. 

In  addition  to  the  Wednesday  night  program,  occasions  which  are 
primarily  social  also  involve  the  whole  church.  Introduced  in  1966, 
fellowship  dinners  at  various  restaurants  with  lively  programs  accompany- 
ing the  meal  have  been  a  decided  success.  From  its  beginning  in  1951  a 
church-wide  picnic  has  been  held  the  last  day  of  Vacation  Bible  School, 
and  in  more  recent  years  a  "round-up  supper"  on  Labor  Day  has  marked 
the  end  of  summer.  Since  1971  these  two  celebrations  with  two  in  July 
and  August  have  grown  into  family  recreation  days,  held  on  the  church 
grounds  from  three  or  four  o'clock  till  "dark-thirty."  For  the  round-up 
supper,  consisting  of  Texas  tube  steaks  (familiarly  known  as  hot  dogs), 
potato  chips,  and  cold  drinks,  the  Messenger  commented  once  that  all 
one  needed  to  bring  was  "a  mighty  big  appetite."  On  a  family  recreation 
day,  athletic  prowess  is  also  needed  for  some  of  the  games  and  sports 
in  the  afternoon.  The  Messenger  announced  that  the  August,  1972, 
celebration  would  feature,  among  other  activities,  eight  men's  teams 
and  eight  women's  teams  competing  for  the  championship  in  "our  special 
volleyball  tournament." 

The  ladies  of  the  Friendly  Class,  usually  cooperative  in  any  church 
enterprise,  were  not  on  this  occasion  good  sports;  they  emphatically  refused 
to  enter  the  tournament.  It  must  have  taken  considerable  bravery  for  any 
of  the  ladies  to  compete,  for  the  men  of  the  church  between  1959  and 
1972  have  won  six  trophies  as  champions  in  softball.  They  were  in 
competition  with  other  church  teams  in  tournaments  in  the  Church  League 
sponsored  by  the  City  Recreation  Department  and  those  sponsored  by 
the  Associational  Brotherhood  Church  League.  The  Crusaders  won  a 
cup  as  champions  in  basketball  in  the  Associational  tournament.  The 
seven  cups  make  an  imposing  array  in  the  pastor's  study. 

Much  of  the  credit  for  these  athletic  triumphs  is  due  to  L.  W.  Garrett, 
who  for  eleven  years  was  manager  of  the  softball  team  and  for  most  of 
the  time  one  of  the  players.  Aaron  Bass  is  his  successor  with  Robert 
Massey  as  assistant.  Alex  Beddingfield,  leader  of  the  Royal  Ambassadors, 
coaches  the  Crusaders. 

Another  family  recreation  day  had  a  feature  for  which  the  members 
of  the  Friendly  Class  were  better  fitted  than  for  soft  ball.  The  "Good 
Ole  Days"  were  celebrated  with  appropriate  costumes  and  with  music 
of  the  choir  carrying  out  the  theme. 

Whatever  the  activities  of  the  afternoon,  participants  and  spectators 
are  all  ready  at  six  o'clock  for  supper  under  the  big  oak  tree  near  the 
fellowship  hall.  The  menu  varies;  sometimes  there  are  hot  dogs  or 
barbecue;  sometimes  a  picnic  supper  brought  by  each  family  is  spread  out. 
Once  the  men  were  asked  to  furnish  for  dessert  cake,  pie,  or  cookies  of 
their  own  baking.  The  experiment  was  not  repeated,  perhaps  because 
the  men  vetoed  it,  perhaps  because  homemade  ice  cream  and  cake  made  a 
more  popular  dessert. 
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Various  organizations  in  the  church  continue  their  separate  gatherings 
—  meetings  of  Sunday  School  classes  and  of  the  different  age  units  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Union;  the  deacons'  and  the  Brotherhood's  supper 
meetings,  both  of  which  often  include  wives  as  guests;  Valentine  banquets 
for  adults  as  well  as  for  young  people;  and  mother-daughter  and  father-son 
banquets.  Covered  dish  suppers,  an  indoor  version  of  picnics,  are  always 
welcomed.  In  most  of  these  meetings  sociability  is  combined  with  business 
or  a  special  program,  often  with  both. 

Members  of  a  good  family  find  benefit  and  pleasure,  renewal  of 
strength  and  spirit,  by  increasing  their  knowledge  and  widening  their 
experiences;  so  it  is  with  Emmanuel.  In  addition  to  the  delegates  sent 
regularly  to  meetings  of  the  Raleigh  Association,  the  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention and  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  a  gratifying  number  go 
each  year  to  various  conventions,  conferences,  workshops,  retreats,  and 
special  weeks,  most  of  which  are  held  at  Ridgecrest,  North  Carolina 
Baptist  Assembly,  Camp  Caraway  or  Mundo  Vista. 

Three  Emmanuel  ladies  in  October,  1972,  went  to  the  Convention 
of  the  North  American  Baptist  Women's  Union  in  Toronto,  Mrs.  L.  B. 
Holt,  current  director  of  the  Emmanuel  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  and 
two  past  presidents,  Mrs.  N.  J.  Pait  and  Mrs.  Pina  P.  Maynard.  On  the 
way  they  visited  several  projects  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia.  Such  experiences  may  begin  early;  in  1961  a 
group  of  sunbeams  were  taken  on  a  Friday-to-Sunday  trip  to  the 
Cherokee  Indian  reservation,  spending  the  night  each  way  at  the  Fruitland 
Assembly.  With  the  guidance  of  an  associatiorial  missionary,  the  children 
saw  the  great  need  of  mission  work  among  these  Indian  people. 

These  Sunbeams  are  now  young  people  of  college  age,  and  with  many 
others  they  go  to  meetings  designed  especially  for  young  people.  To 
take  one  instance  among  many,  fifty-four  of  them  took  part  in  the  Youth 
Retreat  at  Caswell  in  1965.  On  their  return  they  expressed  gratitude  in 
the  Messenger  to  the  seven  adults  "who  served  as  everything  from  cooks 
to  dads  and  moms  for  the  group."  During  that  week  one  of  the  chaperones, 
Mrs.  Pait,  was  also  a  member  of  the  faculty. 

Other  experiences  through  the  years  have  proved  to  be  just  as 
valuable  as  this  Youth  Retreat,  with  the  service  of  adults  just  as  helpful. 
Young  people  are  an  especially  important  part  of  Emmanuel  Church. 

The  pastor's  sympathetic  understanding  of  young  people  and  his 
encouragement  of  their  many  church  activities  go  far  toward  bridging  — 
or  preventing  —  a  generation  gap  at  Emmanuel,  Like  the  pastor,  Mr. 
Yarborough  had  an  especial  interest  in  young  people,  and  the  summer 
tours  which  he  planned  and  directed  for  the  Youth  Choir  have  become 
an  important  feature  of  their  program.  In  1971  they  made  an  eight-day 
trip  through  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  giving  concerts  in 
five  churches  in  these  states.  With  the  more  conventional  sacred,  patriotic, 
and  secular  numbers,  their  program  included  selections  from  two  Christian 
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folk  musicals,  Tell  It  Like  It  Is  and  Natural  High.  The  group  also  had 
the  opportunity  of  visiting  Marineland,  Six  Flags  Over  Georgia,  and  Fort 
Sumter.  For  several  months  before  the  tour  these  energetic  young  people 
had  car-washes  and  sold  doughnuts  and  fruitcake  to  finance  it,  and  their 
efforts  were  generously  supplemented  by  the  church  budget  and  by  some 
contributions  from  organizations  and  individuals. 

The  next  summer  the  choir  made  a  ten-day  trip  of  a  different  nature 
—  a  summer  mission  tour.  Though  the  trip  was  financed  as  it  had  been 
the  previous  summer,  they  were  under  appointment  as  summer  missionaries 
of  the  Home  Mission  Board.  For  a  week  they  held  Backyard  Bible  Studies 
in  underprivileged  communities  in  and  around  Carpentersville,  Illinois, 
a  town  near  Chicago.  The  Carpentersville  First  Baptist  Church  sponsored 
the  project,  making  the  preliminary  arrangements  for  the  week  and  making 
available  to  the  group  all  the  facilities  of  the  church.  Through  the  week 
each  of  seven  groups  of  the  young  people  held  sessions  for  the  children 
morning  and  afternoon  in  different  sections,  thus  reaching  fourteen  dif- 
ferent communities.  Color  slides  which  Mr.  Bishop  made  of  the  activities 
show  the  need  of  such  work,  and  the  eager,  responsive  faces  of  the 
children  pictured  on  them  show  its  effectiveness. 

As  a  part  of  the  tour  they  presented  a  Christian  folk  musical,  Love, 
in  the  Riverfront  Stadium  in  Cincinnati.  They  also  sang  at  two  shopping 
center  malls  in  the  suburbs  of  Chicago.  Meadowdale  and  Wood  Field, 
the  latter  being  the  largest  mall  in  the  world.  An  experience  at  Wood 
Field  attested  to  the  nature  and  effect  of  the  music.  In  a  break  between 
the  two  parts  of  the  program  a  woman  talked  to  Mr.  Yarborough.  She 
told  him  that  she  was  from  North  Carolina  and  had  gone  to  hear  the 
group  sing  at  Meadowdale  the  evening  before.  Deserted  by  her  husband, 
beset  by  many  difficulties,  she  had  felt  that  there  was  nothing  in  life 
worth  living  for  and  had  completely  lost  her  faith  in  God.  Deeply 
moved  by  the  music,  she  had  come  to  Wood  Field  to  hear  the  choir  again. 
"Now,"  she  said,  "you  have  restored  my  faith.  Isn't  it  strange  to  go  so 
far  from  home  to  find  again  my  faith!"  Strange  and  wonderful  it  was, 
as  the  ways  of  God  often  are. 

In  addition  to  the  Yarboroughs,  the  chaperones  in  1971  were:  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Creighton  Edwards,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Strickland,  and  Mrs.  N.  J.  Pait; 
in  1972,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Bishop,  Mrs.  L.  B.  Holt,  and  again  Mrs. 
N.  J.  Pait.  Each  time  the  adults  were  impressed  by  the  excellent  behavior 
of  the  young  people,  forty-two  of  them  in  1971  and  thirty-two  in  1972. 
The  lively  chatter  and  hilarious  laughter  on  the  bus  never  became  boister- 
ous. There  were  often  serious  conversations  with  exchanges  of  spiritual 
experiences;  gay  snatches  of  the  latest  popular  songs  were  often  followed 
by  old,  familiar  hymns.  The  day  always  ended  with  a  prayer  service 
in  which  other  young  people  at  the  motel  sometimes  joined. 

From  its  beginning  in  1957,  Youth  Week  has  been  a  highlight  in  the 
church  calendar.  For  nine  years  it  took  place  in  the  spring;  now  it  comes 
in  the  late  summer.  Youths  serve  as  pastor,  minister  of  education  and 
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of  music,  deacons,  Sunday  School  director,  Church  Training  director, 
and  directors  of  the  Brotherhood,  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  as  well 
as  all  other  officers  of  the  various  organizations.  The  young  people 
provide  the  music  and  act  as  ushers  for  all  the  services  of  the  week. 
On  the  Sunday  morning  which  begins  the  week,  the  pastor  formally 
presents  to  the  youth  pastor  a  huge  key  —  the  key  to  the  hearts  of  the 
church.  The  youth  pastor  gives  the  message  at  the  evening  service,  and 
a  youth  deacon  leads  the  midweek  worship  service.  At  a  dinner  meeting 
during  the  week  each  youth  is  a  guest  of  an  older  deacon. 

Not  only  is  the  week  a  recognition  of  the  value  of  the  young  people, 
it  gives  them  a  deeper  insight  into  the  difficulties  and  joys  in  the  work 
of  the  church,  work  which  in  time  will  be  their  full  responsibility. 

An  outgrowth  of  this  special  week  is  the  Youth  Council  which  meets 
once  a  month  to  plan  its  work.  In  the  Messenger  of  June  28,  1967,  a 
report  of  their  meeting  gave  the  ideal  of  the  Council  for  the  young  people 
of  the  church: 

All  members  agreed  that  more  of  the  youth  of  the  church  should 
be  enlisted  in  all  of  the  church  endeavors,  recognize  the  painful  problems 
of  the  world,  and  go  beyond  the  confines  of  the  walls  of  the  church 
building  to  serve  as  redemptive  instruments  of  God. 

Some  of  the  activities  which  they  planned  for  the  summer  in  working 
toward  this  ideal  are  recorded  —  to  help  in  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School, 
in  the  church  office  and  in  the  library;  to  hold  "Backyard  Bible  Studies;" 
to  assist  in  the  Homebound  department  of  the  Sunday  School  in  its 
work  and  with  the  shut-ins;  and  to  develop  its  own  regular  ministry  to 
people  in  the  Wake  County  Home,  the  Detention  Home,  Mayview,  and 
Dorothea  Dix. 

Partly  as  a  result  of  Youth  Week,  six  young  people  of  the  church 
have  dedicated  themselves  to  a  church-related  vocation.  The  first  was 
John  Clark,  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  church.  Mike  Holt,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  L.  B.  Holt,  and  Greg  Gulley,  son  of  Mrs.  J.  D.  Gulley,  are  in 
Campbell  College,  preparing  to  enter  a  theological  seminary.  A  fourth, 
Edward  Beddingfield,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Beddingfield,  has  already 
been  accepted  at  the  Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  but  deferred  his 
work  there  until  he  finished  his  term  of  service  in  the  United  States  Air 
Force.  In  1972,  for  three  months  immediately  prior  to  entering  this 
service,  he  did  outstanding  work  as  a  summer  missionary  of  the  State 
Mission  Board.  In  1973  he  trained  one  of  the  two  summer  mission 
teams,  Rhymes  with  Reasons,  two  folk  singing  teams  made  up  of  college 
students  in  North  Carolina. 

Another,  Brian  Bishop,  one  of  the  most  promising  youths  in  the 
church,  was  definitely  committed  to  Christian  service  when  at  seventeen 
he  was  called  to  higher  service  in  heaven.  After  his  death  this  prayer 
was  found  in  his  wallet: 

Our  Father,  forgive  our  pettiness  and  hard  heartedness;  change  our 
hearts;  make  them  quick  to  forgive  and  eager  to  receive  our  brothers  in 
Christian  love. 
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Brian  was  a  general  favorite  in  the  church,  especially  with  the  young 
people;  and  his  sudden  death  on  Easter  morning,  1971,  shocked  and 
saddened  them.  But  it  also  deepened  their  spiritual  life  in  a  way  that 
transcended  the  shock  and  sorrow.  Many  a  man  who  exceeded  the 
allotted  life  span  of  three  score  years  and  ten  did  not  have  so  great 
an  influence  for  good  as  did  Brian. 

The  next  year,  1972,  the  church  decided  to  use  the  many  gifts  made 
in  his  memory  as  a  nuculeus  for  the  Emmanuel  Baptist  Memorial  Scholar- 
ship Fund,  which  by  July,  1974,  has  grown  to  $1,500.  Any  college  student 
or  high  school  senior  may  apply  for  aid  through  this  fund.  In  making  a 
decision  concerning  an  applicant,  the  committee  considers  scholarship 
achievement,  financial  need,  the  intended  field  of  endeavor,  and  the 
choice  of  school  or  institution.  Preference  will  be  given  to  Emmanuel 
church  members  who  have  chosen  a  church-related  vocation  as  their  goal. 
Four  young  people  who  have  thus  dedicated  their  lives  have  been  recipients 
of  a  grant  from  this  fund  —  Edward  Beddingfield,  Mike  Holt,  Greg 
Gulley,  and  Linda  Boylan. 

While  Youth  Week  centers  the  interest  of  the  church  on  the  young 
people,  there  is  an  accent  on  youth  all  through  the  year.  The  Vacation 
Bible  School,  with  its  program  of  Bible  study,  music,  handicrafts,  and 
recreation,  has  continued  without  interruption  since  1951.  In  1972  for 
the  first  time  it  was  held  in  the  evening  rather  than  in  the  mornings,  and 
for  the  first  time  provision  was  made  for  adults.  Mr.  Holt  led  a  group 
studying  Romans,  and  LeRoy  Roberts  led  a  group  discussion  of  Being  the 
Church  in  Today's  World.  In  1973  the  adults  studied  Revelation  with 
Mr.  Holt  as  teacher.  Following  the  usual  schedule,  the  week's  activities 
end  on  Saturday  with  commencement  and  a  church-wide  picnic. 

Each  week  during  the  summer  since  1957,  boys  and  girls  of  junior 
and  senior  high  school  age  have  had  a  recreation  night,  with  indoor  and 
outdoor  games  and  refreshments.  The  paved  basketball  court  on  the 
south  side  of  the  fellowship  hall  is  a  popular  place  all  through  the  week, 
as  well  as  on  Thursday  evenings.  Recently  an  end-of-the-summer  swim- 
ming party  was  followed  by  a  hot  dog  supper  at  the  church.  Such  social 
gatherings  are  not  limited  to  the  summer.  The  Messenger  for  November 
3,  1966,  invited  the  young  folk  to  come  for  a  "fun-filled  afternoon" 
which  included  among  other  activities,  horseback  riding.  In  March,  1971, 
the  R.  A.'s  and  the  Acteens  had  a  coffee  house  several  Saturday  afternoons 
in  the  fellowship  hall. 

The  achievements  and  honors  of  young  people  of  the  church,  such 
as  scholarships,  election  to  honor  societies  and  inclusion  in  the  Dean's 
list,  school  and  college  offices,  and  Boy  Scout  awards,  are  recognizel 
with  congratulatory  notes  in  the  Messenger.  Each  year  in  May,  high 
school  graduates  in  the  church  are  breakfast  guests  of  the  pastor  and  his 
wife  or  of  some  other  church  members.  These  young  folk  are  invited  to 
sit  together  at  the  church  service,  wearing  their  caps  and  gowns.  Their 
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names,  together  with  those  of  the  college  graduates,  appear  in  the 
Messenger.  An  On-to-College  service,  held  one  Sunday  evening  in  August, 
is  led  by  students  attending  college  and  those  soon  to  enter.  Nor  are 
these  students  forgotten  when  in  college.  The  Baptist  Student  is  sent  to 
them,  and  the  Messenger  goes  to  those  away  from  home;  church  members 
in  the  Armed  Services  also  receive  these  publications.  The  name  and 
address  of  a  "student  of  the  week"  or  of  a  "serviceman  of  the  week" 
appears  in  each  issue  of  the  Messenger.  Student  Night,  the  last  Sunday 
in  December,  is  also  an  annual  event.  At  this  time1  college  students  tell 
of  their  opportunities  for  Christian  witnessing  and  serving  on  their  college 
campuses.  As  in  Youth  Week  young  people  furnish  the  music  and  act 
as  ushers  for  the  service.  Preceding  it  these  students  are  invited  to  a 
snack  supper  with  the  Holts  in  their  home  on  Oxford  Road.  In  1959 
there  were  only  three  college  students  in  the  church;  in  1973  there 
are  forty-one. 

A  1962  high  school  graduate  wrote  to  the  Messenger  of  June  5  his 
appreciation  of  what  the  church  means  to  its  student  members.  Other 
graduates  of  other  years  would  undoubtedly  echo  this  expression  of 
gratitude: 

We  want  to  say  "thank  you"  to  you  at  Emmanuel  Baptist.  Thank 
you  for  our  deep  spiritual  background  Thank  you  for  the  fellowship 
and  understanding  we  find  within  your  walls.  Thank  you  people  of 
Emmanuel  for  your  living  example  of  Christian  faith  in  action.  Thank 
you  for  the  faith  you  have  in  us,  a  faith  which  we  hope  we  may  ever  be 
worthy  of. 
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THE  GROWING  CHALLENGE  TO  THE  CHURCH 


Forgetting  those  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching 
forth  unto  those  things  which  are  before  .  .  . 

Philippians  3:13 

In  "The  Organizations  of  the  Church"  dismaying  statistics  were 
given  concerning  the  decrease  in  the  membership  of  ail  the  organizations 
with  a  decrease  also  in  attendance.  Even  more  dismaying  was  the  waning 
interest  in  the  world  program  of  missions,  evidenced  in  the  smaller 
proportion  of  the  budget  designated  to  it. 

However,  this  discouraging  backward  look  makes  more  encouraging 
the  forward  look.  The  Christian  Herald  noted  that  for  the  first  time  in 
seven  years  Sunday  School  membership  all  over  the  country  showed  a 
growth  rather  than  a  decline.  At  Emmanuel,  though  the  Sunday  School 
membership  did  not  increase  in  1972,  for  the  first  time  in  several  years 
it  maintained  its  level;  and  the  report  for  the  first  six  months  of  1973 
showed  a  slight  increase.  Moreover,  it  must  be  remembered  that  church 
membership  and  attendance  have  steadily  increased  —  a  most  significant 
indication  of  the  vitality  and  health  of  the  church.  Another  recent  en- 
couraging indication  is  the  financial  report  for  the  first  six  months  in  1973, 
showing  receipts  fos  $57,588.52  of  the  $108,000  budget.  Also,  in  1973, 
$1,000  was  added  to  the  amount  designated  for  the  Cooperative  Program. 
Small  as  the  increase  is,  it  bodes  well  for  larger  increases  in  the  future. 

The  failure  of  the  church  to  follow  so  faithfully  as  it  should  the 
Great  Commission,  "Go  you  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel 
to  every  creature,"  is  not  due  entirely  to  a  lack  of  concern  for  world 
missions.  Distressing  as  the  failure  is,  it  is  understandable  that  the  world 
vision  of  many  in  the  church  is  blurred  by  the  ever  present,  urgent  needs 
at  our  own  doorstep.  The  location  of  the  church  gives  it  more  difficulties 
and  greater  opportunties  for  service  than  many  other  churches  have. 
Though  it  has  members  from  virtually  every  section  of  Raleigh, 
Emmanuel  is  essentially  a  neighborhood  church.  In  its  immediate  terri- 
tory and  in  the  surrounding  area  the  dwellings  are  largely  apartments 
rather  than  separate  houses.  Hence  as  the  size  of  the  family  increases 
and  as  larger  incomes  make  roomier  living  quarters  possible,  many 
families  move  from  apartments  to  separate  houses  in  other  areas.  It  has 
been  estimated  that  the  average  length  of  time  a  family  lives  in  this 
neighborhood  is  four  years.  With  such  rapid  changes  in  population, 
the  stability  of  the  church  is  more  difficult  to  maintain  —  and  the  more 
important.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  members  who  move  to  another 
neghborhood  join  a  church  nearer  by  than  Emmanuel,  and  those  who 
were  active  in  Emmanuel  are  usually  active  in  the  church  to  which  they  go. 
However,  fortunately  for  our  church,  some  of  the  most  valued  members 
have  kept  their  membership  in  Emmanuel,  and  are  as  usefully  active 
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as  ever  even  though  they  live  miles  rather  than  blocks  away  from  our 
church.  And  always  there  are  newer  members  who  are  valuable  in  the 
work  of  the  church. 

The  two  preceding  chapters  record  the  remarkably  ready  and  generous 
response,  the  church  makes  to  the  needs  of  the  community,  a  response 
which  shows  clearly  that  Emmanuel  takes  to  heart  our  Lord's  words : 

For  I  was  an  hungred  and  ye  gave  me  meat:  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye 
gave  me  drink:  I  was  a  stranger  and  ye  took  me  in:  naked  and  ye  clothed 
me:  I  was  sick,  and  ye  visited  me:  I  was  in  prison  and  ye  came  unto  me. 

The  most  important  ministry  of  the  church  to  the  community  —  meeting 
the  spiritual  needs  —  is  aided  by  sympathetic  ministering  to  physical 
needs,  thus  in  many  cases  leading  the  sick,  the  hungry  soul  to  Christ. 

Underlying  and  vitalizing  all  that  Emmanuel  does  in  the  community 
and  in  its  own  widening  family  circle  is  its  spiritual  life.  The  genuineness 
of  this  is  evident  in  the  regular  services  —  in  the  Sunday  morning  worship, 
dignified  without  being  stiff;  in  the  Sunday  evening  service,  more  informal, 
yet  with  a  reverence  that  befits  the  Lord's  Day;  and  in  the  Wednesday 
evening  prayer  meeting,  still  more  informal,  but  never  trivial  or  irreverent. 
It  is  evident  especially  in  the  responses  to  the  invitation  which  the  pastor 
never  fails  to  give  at  the  end  of  his  sermon,  an  invitation  to  the  unsaved 
to  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  and  Lord  and  to  Christians  to  renew 
their  allegiance  to  Him. 

There  is  no  pressure  or  undue  emotionalism  in  these  quiet  invitations, 
but  the  faces  of  those  who  come  to  profess  their  new-found  faith  or  to 
rededicate  their  lives  often  show  the  depth  and  earnestness  of  their  feeling. 
And  those  who  after  the  services  welcome  the  new  members  often  note 
the  radiance  of  the  newborn  Christian's  joy.  Some  of  them  are  children 
who  are  growing  up  in  the  church,  to  whom  the  step  is  a  natural  one, 
rather  like  the  acceptance  of  a  gift  which  they  have  expected  to  receive. 
Others  are  finding  their  Savior  when  they  are  full  grown,  with  family 
and  business  responsibilities.  They,  as  well  as  those  who  come  from 
other  churches,  quickly  find  places  of  usefulness  in  the  church. 

A  Sunday  rarely  goes  by  without  a  response  to  the  invitation  given, 
and  each  year  a  week's  revival  is  held.  These  services  have  helped  in 
reaching  those  who  are  not  converted  and  in  deepening  the  spiritual 
experience  of  Christians.  Teachers  in  theological  seminaries  have  some- 
times held  these  services,  but  usually  the  revival  minister  is  a  pastor. 
He  is  never  a  professional  evangelist.  With  experience  in  his  own  church, 
a  pastor  is  best  fitted  to  understand  any  situation  which  if  not  dealt  with 
rightly  could  mar  his  work.  If  his  week-by-week  evangelism  in  his  own 
church  has  been  effective,  he  can  better  reach  the  hearts  of  another 
congregation;  and  the  effect  of  his  appeals  will  be  more  lasting. 

Much  of  the  success  of  any  revival  depends  on  the  prayers  of  Chris- 
tians before  and  during  the  services.  Each  year  in  the  preceding  week, 
cottage  prayer  meetings  are  held  in  several  homes.  In  1971  the  church 
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members  were  asked  to  come  to  the  church  between  10:00  and  4:00 
on  Saturday  before  the  revival  began  the  next  day.  There  was  no  set 
program;  appropriate  hymns  were  played  softly  during  the  time,  and  a 
prayer  guide  was  given  to  each  person  entering.  Some  could  stay  for 
only  a  few  minutes:  others  for  hours;  and  during  the  entire  time  prayer 
was  made  without  ceasing.  Undoubtedly  it  was  due  in  part  to  this  six 
hours  of  continuous  prayer  that  this  revival  resulted  in  the  largest  number 
of  conversions  in  any  revival  thus  far  —  twenty-six,  with  eleven  additions 
by  letter. 

The  revival  climaxes  in  one  week  the  steady  effort  of  pastor  and 
church:  the  January  Bible  study  gives  an  opportunity  to  reinforce  the 
Bible  study  in  Sunday  School  throughout  the  year.  One  book  of  the 
Bible  is  chosen  for  study,  and  classes  provide  for  five  Levels  of  presentation 
from  the  children  to  adults.  Members  of  our  own  church  family  usually 
teach  the  younger  groups;  the  leader  of  the  study  for  adults  is  sometimes 
a  seminary  professor  or  a  Raleigh  pastor,  sometimes  our  own  pastor  or  a 
member  of  Emmanuel. 

Recently  a  deepening  of  the  spiritual  life  can  be  felt  in  the  increased 
emphasis  on  prayer,  which  Frank  Laubach  called  '"the  greatest  force  in 
the  world."  With  the  reorganization  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
in  196S.  the  Baptist  Women  in  our  church  formed  a  prayer  group  that 
meets  once  a  month.  Since  that  year  also  women  from  the  church  go  to 
prayer  retreats  in  Ridgecrest  and  Mundo  Vista  and  to  associational  re- 
treats nearer  by.  In  1972  the  Baptist  Women's  Prayer  retreat  at  Mundo 
Vista  was  especially  meaningful.  Women  attending  from  Emmanuel  were 
deeply  impressed  by  Martha  Franks'  consecration  and  the  radiance  of 
her  spirit.  By  beginning  six  months  ahead  they  were  successful,  in  spite 
of  her  over-crowded  schedule,  in  bringing  her  to  Emmanuel  for  the  visit 
of  which  an  account  has  already  been  given.  A  short  while  before  she 
came,  young  people  from  the  church  went  to  a  prayer  retreat  at  Ridge- 
crest and  came  home  with  their  belief  in  prayer  deeper  and  more  en- 
thusiastic than  it  had  ever  been  because  of  their  experience  in  conversa- 
tional prayer.  Now  in  addition  to  the  men's  prayer  breakfast,  there  are 
three  prayer  groups  —  the  Baptist  women,  a  group  of  adults  meeting 
each  week,  and  a  conversational  prayer  group  made  up  of  young  people 
meeting  also  each  week. 

Our  church  has  a  beautiful  name.  Emmanuel  —  God  with  us.  In 
these  prayer  groups  there  are  earnest  petitions  that  as  a  church  and  as 
individuals  we  shall  increasingly  feel  the  reality  of  His  presence  and  that 
in  all  which  is  done  and  all  which  is  planned  we  shall  seek  and  follow  His 
guidance.  With  that  guidance  we  can  confidently  face  the  future,  re- 
membering that  '"hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us." 

It  was  His  help  and  guidance  which  made  possible  an  opportunity 
and  a  distinct  honor  which  came  to  the  church  in  1962.  Emmanuel  was 
designated  as  one  of  four  churches  from  the  entire  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  to  take  part,  the  Messenger  reported,  in  the  Sunday  School 
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Board's  "pilot  program  to  develop  a  church  survey  service  to  be  used 
throughout  the  Convention."  From  four  states  a  large  metropolitan 
church,  a  suburban  church,  a  small  town  church,  and  a  rural  church  were 
chosen  for  the  study.  The  Messenger  of  October  31,  1961,  outlined  the 
seven  areas  of  work  to  be  considered:  objectives  of  the  church,  future 
requirements  and  opportunties,  programs  and  program  services  sponsored 
by  the  church,  the  church  organization,  leadership  development  and 
staffing,  the  administration  of  the  business  and  financial  affairs  of  the 
church,  the  church's  physical  facilities,  the  church's  financial  requirements 
and  financial  practices.  The  survey  was  made  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1962. 

To  work  with  the  representatives  from  the  church  administration 
department  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  and  to  continue  a  study  of  our 
church,  a  long  range  planning  committee  was  appointed  with  Shelby 
Alford  as  chairman.  The  plan  proposed  in  the  report  which  Mr.  Alford 
made  on  September  9,  1962,  was  adopted  by  the  church  not  as  an  ironclad 
program  to  be  followed  with  no  deviation;  rather  it  furnished,  in  Mr. 
Holt's  words,  "directional  signals  based  on  our  expected  growth  for  the 
next  ten  years."  The  committee  has  been  continued  because,  as  the 
responsbilities  and  opportunities  for  the  church  increase,  the  need  for 
such  a  study  increases.  With  Henry  Scott,  the  current  chairman,  the 
committee  is  planning  wisely  for  the  next  ten  years  —  and  beyond. 

More  than  a  year  before  the  appointment  of  this  committee,  the 
church  took  a  long  step  forward  in  its  recognition  of  the  inescapable 
truth  that  real  belief  in  the  fatherhood  of  God  necessitates  real  belief 
in  the  brotherhood  of  man.  Though  there  had  been  decided  differences 
of  opinion,  the  deacons  decided  by  a  unanimous  vote  that  applicants  for 
membership  in  the  church  should  be  considered  without  regard  to  race. 

A  step  forward  was  taken  also  in  1973  when  for  the  first  time  a 
young  woman,  Linda  Boylan,  was  chosen  youth  pastor.  And  another 
"first"  is  being  considered  —  the  election  of  women  to  the  diaconate. 
Thus  the  truth  of  Paul's  words  would  be  put  into  practice.  "There  is 
neither  male  nor  female,  for  ye  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus."  The  move 
would  not  be  a  radical  one.  The  service  of  women  as  deacons  has  been 
a  well  established  custom  for  many  years  in  many  churches  of  our  own 
and  other  denominations,  and  in  Emmanuel  women  have  always  been 
well  represented  on  all  church  committees.  A  straw  in  the  wind  was 
evident  in  the  1973  election  of  deacons  when  one  forward-looking  young 
man,  one  of  the  finest  of  the  young  church  workers,  instead  of  checking 
five  of  the  ten  men's  names  placed  on  the  ballot  as  nominees,  wrote  in 
the  names  of  five  women. 

The  study  which  the  long  range  planning  committee  is  making  does 
not  anticipate  a  large  church,  one  with  several  thousand  members.  Though 
it  has  members  from  different  sections  of  Raleigh,  Emmanuel  is  essentially 
a  neighborhood  church.  Each  year  a  church  census  is  taken  of  the 
immediate  community  and  the  surrounding  area,  for  pastor  and  people 
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wish  to  reach  every  family  without  a  church  home  in  Raleigh.  Families 
or  individuals  who  come  in  response  to  an  invitation  to  visit  are 
cordially  invited,  with  no  undue  pressure,  to  make  Emmanuel  their 
church  home. 

In  1973  a  special  effort  was  made  for  each  census-taker  to  keep  as 
a  personal  responsibility  each  churchless  family  visited  and  to  be,  through 
the  weeks  and  months  to  come,  a  true  friend  to  that  family.  Emmanuel  is 
not  made  up  entirely  of  zealous,  diligent  saints,  and  doubtless  some  of  the 
workers  never  made  a  second  visit.  Some  doubtless  were  relieved  that 
a  duty  was  so  easily  done  if  on  a  first  or  second  visit  they  found  no  one 
at  home.  But  most  took  their  responsibility  seriously  and  gave  enthusiastic 
reports  of  their  visits,  finding  joy  in  this  opportunity  to  be  of  service  to 
these  families. 

Before  the  twelfth  birthday  of  the  church,  our  pastor  wrote  in  the 
Messenger: 

As  our  church  grows  in  numbers  and  ability,  even  so  do  our 
responsibilities  grow. 

And  before  its  sixteenth  birthday,  in  1966,  he  wrote: 

Our  Heavenly  Father  with  His  transforming  message  of  grace  ex- 
pects us  to  respond  with  greater  depth  and  broader  outreach  to  the 
challenge  of  a  growing  city. 

Seven  years  later,  in  1973,  with  increased  opportunities  involving 
increased  responsibilities,  the  challenge  is  even  greater.  With  the  united 
efforts  of  every  member,  guided  and  strengthened  by  the  unlimited  wisdom 
and  power  of  God,  Emmanuel  can  meet  the  growing  challenge. 
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LEADERS  OF  ORGANIZATIONS  OF  THE  CHURCH 


CHAIRMEN  OF  THE  DEACONS 


1950 

James  Y.  Byrd 

1958 

P.  D.  Spell 

1966 

Oscar  Elmore 

1951 

James  Y.  Byrd 

1959 

R.  E.  Thompson 

1967 

F.  S.  Alford 

1952 

F  S.  Alford 

1960 

Rex  K.  Jones 

1968 

R.  E.  Thompson 

a.  l.  MricKiana 

A.   1 .  .rOWeil 

Henry  ocott 

1954 

R.  E.  Thompson 

1962 

F.  S.  Alford 

1970 

Rex  K.  Jones 

1955 

N.  J.  Pait,  Jr. 

1963 

L.  W.  Garrett 

1971 

James  Brooks 

1956 

Rex  K.  Jones 

1964 

David  Bishop 

1972 

David  Bishop 

1957 

L.  W.  Garrett 

1965 

Rex  K.  Jones 

1973 

John  Prince 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS 

1950 

W.  L.  Munns 

1958 

Rex  K.  Jones 

1966 

Oscar  Elmore 

1951 

W.  L.  Munns 

1959 

F.  S.  Alford 

1967 

Oscar  Elmore 

1952 

F.  S.  Alford 

1960 

F.  S.  Alford 

1968 

Oscar  Elmore 

1953 

r.  S.  Altord 

1961 

R.  E.  Thompson 

1969 

Oscar  Elmore 

1954 

F.  S.  Alford 

1962 

R.  E.  Thompson 

1970 

Ned  Frazier 

1955 

F.  S,  Alford 

1963 

Rex  K.  Jones 

1971 

Ned  Frazier 

1956 

Rex  K.  Jones 

1964 

Rex  K.  Jones 

1972 

Ned  Frazier 

1957 

Rex  K.  Jones 

1965 

Rex  K.  Jones 

1973 

Ned  Frazier 

CHURCH  TRAINING  DIRECTORS 

1950 

A.  L.  Strickland 

1958 

A.  L.  Strickland 

1966 

David  Bishop 

1951 

A.  L.  Strickland 

1959 

A.  L.  Strickland 

1967 

David  Bishop 

1952 

A.  L.  Strickland 

1960 

Kenneth  Barbour 

1968 

Henry  Scott 

1953 

A.  L.  Strickland 

1961 

A.  L.  Strickland 

1969 

Henry  Scott 

1954 

A.  L.  Strickland 

1962 

A.  L.  Strickland 

1970 

Robert  Hughes 

1955 

A.  L.  Strickland 

1963 

A.  L.  Strickland 

1971 

Robert  Hughes 

1956 

John  H.  Davis 

1964 

A.  L.  Strickland 

1972 

Robert  Hughes 

1957 

A.  L.  Strickland 

1965 

David  Bishop 

1973 

Robert  Hughes 

*In  the  following  lists 

1950  covers 

the  time  from  the 

election  of 

the  officers  in 

September  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  church  year  until  1972  began  in  October; 
now  it  begins  in  July. 
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WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  UNION  DIRECTORS 


1950 

Mrs.  Alphonso  Jordan 

1958 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Garrett 

1966 

Mrs.  N.  J.  Pait,  Jr. 

1951 

Mrs.  Alphonso  Jordan 

1959 

Mrs.  H.  M.  Goodwin 

1967 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Strickland 

1952 

Mrs.  A.  L,  Strickland 

1960 

Mrs.  H.  M  Goodwin 

1968 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Strickland 

1953 

Mrs.  N.  J.  Pait,  Jr. 

1961 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Strickland 

1969 

Mrs.      S.  Alford  , 

1954 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Strickland 

1962 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Strickland 

1970 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Alford 

1955 

Mrs.  N.  J.  Pait,  Jr. 

1963 

Mrs.  John  H.  Davis 

1971 

Mrs.  Pina  Maynard 

1956 

Mrs.  N.  J.  Pait,  Jr. 

1964 

Mrs.  John  H.  Davis 

1972 

Mrs.  Pina  Maynard 

1957 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Garrett 

1965 

Mrs  N.  J.  Pait,  Jr. 

1973 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Holt 

BROTHERHOOD  DIRECTORS 


1954 

W.  B.  Joyner 

1960 

P.  D.  Spell 

1967 

Rex  K.  Jones 

Shelton  Castleberry 

1961 

P.  D.  Spell 

1968 

Rex  K.  Jones 

1955 

David  Bishop 

1962 

A.  W.  Otwell 

1969 

Rex  K.  Jones 

1956 

A.  W.  Otwell 

1963 

W.  K.  Whitley,  Jr. 

1970 

Rex  K.  Jones 

1957 

A.  W.  Otwell 

1964 

D.  E.  Bowden,  Jr. 

1971 

James  Brooks 

1958 

Paul  Williams 

1965 

James  O'Neal 

1972 

John  Prince 

1959 

Paul  Williams 

1966 

Rex  K.  Jones 

1973 

John  Prince 

1950  Mrs.  H.  D.  Glisson 

1951  R.  E.  Thompson 

1952  R.  E.  Thompson 

1953  R.  E.  Thompson 

1954  R.  E.  Thompson 

1955  John  Davis 

1956  John  Davis 

1957  John  Davis 


CHURCH  CLERKS 

1958  John  Davis 

1959  John  Davis 

1960  John  Davis,, 

1961  John  Davis 

1962  John  Davis 

1963  John  Davis 

1964  John  Davis 

1965  John  Davis 


1966  John  Davis 

1967  E.  P.  Raynor 

1968  E.  P.  Raynor 

1969  E.  P.  Raynor 

1970  E.  P.  Raynor 

1971  E.  P.  Raynor 

1972  E.  P.  Raynor 

1973  E.  P.  Raynor 


CHURCH  TREASURERS 

1950  James  Y.  Byrd  1952    Mrs.  J.  L.  Holloway 

1951  Mrs.  Rose  Johnson  1953    Mrs.  J.  L.  Holloway 

1954-1973  A.  E.  Beddingfield 


78 


79 


